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Lecture Abstract

There have been several attempts to ban the use of chemical weapons (CWs). However, it took almost
a century to reach a global ban on these weapons. The Chemical Weapons Convention (CWC) which
entered into force in 1997 prohibited the production, stockpiling and use of CWs, under the verification
of the Organization for the Prohibition of CWs(OPCW).

The implementation of the CWC over the past twenty-two years has been successful. 193 countries
joined the OPCW. 97% of declared stockpiles declared by eight member states, including Syria, have
so far been destroyed under the verification the OPCW. The remaining stocks in the United States will
be eliminated by 2023. In view of this progress the member countries have decided to focus more on
the prevention of the re-emergence of CWs.

In spite of this multilateralist success which is also recognized by the Nobel Peace Prize in 2013, CWs
were used in Syria, Iraq, Malaysia and the United Kingdom over the past six years. These incidents led
the international community to consider different measures to deter further uses of CWs and to
strengthen the international norm against such weapons. The erosion of the taboo against CWs would
undermine one of the important pillars of the international order. This should be prevented.

However, there are political challenges. The OPCW membership is divided. States Parties supporting
the Syrian Government are questioning the impartiality and the credibility of mechanisms established
to investigate CW attacks in Syria. The UN Security Council could not agree on resolutions based on
reports by investigative mechanisms. This situation prevents the international community from taking
effective measures mitigating the risks for our security. It is imperative to overcome these problems for
the well-being, security and prosperity of our peoples.

About the Speaker

Ambassador Ahmet Uziimcii was Director-General of the Organisation for
the Prohibition of Chemical Weapons (OPCW) in The Hague from July 2010 to
July 2018. He is a career diplomat with vast experience in multilateral
diplomacy.

Prior to his appointment as OPCW Director-General, Ambassador Uzimcii
served as the Permanent Representative of the Republic of Turkey to the
United Nations Office in Geneva from 2006 to 2010. In an earlier assignment,
he was the Permanent Representative of Turkey to the North Atlantic Treaty
Organization (NATO) Council in Brussels, from 2002 to 2004. Ambassador
Uzlimci also held the post of Ambassador of Turkey to Israel, from 1999 to

2002.

In the Ministry of Foreign Affairs in Ankara, Ambassador Uziimcii has served, inter alia, as Deputy
Under-Secretary of State for Bilateral Political Affairs in charge of Russia, Central Asia, Caucasus, the
Middle East, Asia and Africa, from 2004 to 2006 and as Head of the Personnel Department from 1996
to 1999.

From 1989 to 1994, Ahmet Uziimcii served in an international capacity as Staff member in NATO’s
Political Directorate. During this posting he contributed to NATO’s initiatives in the aftermath of the Cold
War, such as the Partnership for Peace (PfP). In this capacity he travelled extensively to Eastern
European countries and former Soviet Republics.

Ambassador Uziimci received the Nobel Peace Prize on behalf of the OPCW in December 2013. In
December 2015, H.E. Mr Lauren.t. Fabius, Minister of Foreign Affairs and International Development of
France, decorated Ambassador Uzimcu with the Légion d'honneur (rank of officer).

Ambassador Uziimci is fluent in English and French and a native speaker of Turkish. He is married
and has one daughter.
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