


The S. Rajaratnam School of International Studies (RSIS) was established in January 2007 as an 
autonomous school within the Nanyang Technological University. Known earlier as the Institute of 
Defence and Strategic Studies when it was established in July 1996, RSIS’ mission is to be a leading 
research and graduate teaching institution in strategic and international affairs in the Asia Pacific. To 
accomplish this mission, it will:

studies and diplomacy

RSIS offers a challenging graduate education in international affairs, taught by an international 

Studies, International Relations, Asian Studies, and International Political Economy are distinguished 
by their focus on the Asia Pacific, the professional practice of international affairs, and the cultivation 
of academic depth. Thus far, students from 66 countries have successfully completed one of these 

Philosophy programme caters to advanced students who are supervised by senior faculty members with 
matching interests.

Programme, the National Security Studies Programme (NSSP) and the Science and Technology 

at RSIS focuses on issues relating to the security and stability of the Asia Pacific region and their 
implications for Singapore and other countries in the region.

activities as well as learn from the best practices of successful schools.

For more information about RSIS, please visit www.rsis.edu.sg.
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1. Exit the PIE at Pioneer Road North (Exit 38)

2. Turn left at the roundabout onto Nanyang Crescent

3. Continue straight to Nanyang Drive

4. Turn right onto Nanyang Avenue

5. For NTU Car Park Q, turn right before The Hive

6. For NTU Car Park B, continue on, past The Hive, 

     and turn left into car park.

Directions to RSIS (by car)

The KeyPoint, RSIS
(Block S4, Level B3)

S3.1 RSIS Lecture Theatre/
Seminar Rooms/Library 
(Block S3.1, Level B3)

Elevator

RSIS Main Office 
(Block S4, Level B3)

Car Park B (sheltered)
[GPS: 1.3434749 N, 103.6803197 E]

Car Park Q (open air car park)
[GPS: 1.3442249 N, 103.6813474 E]

Route to Car Park Q 

The Hive 
(LHS Lecture Theatre, Level 1)

Route to Car Park B

Nanyang Avenue
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Directions to RSIS (by bus)

From Boon Lay Bus Interchange
Board service no. 179 or 179A and alight at
the bus stop after Hall 7 within
Nanyang Technological University 

From Pioneer MRT Station
Turn left at the station exit and board
service no. 179. Alight at the bus stop
after Hall 7 within Nanyang 
Technological University
 

BUS STOP

 
Elevator

 

RSIS Main Office
(Block S4, Level B3)

Pathway to RSIS

Pathway to The Hive

RSIS Lecture Theatre/
Seminar Rooms/Library 
(Block S3.1, Level B3)

S3.1

The Hive 
(LHS Lecture Theatre, Level 1)

  

The KeyPoint, RSIS
(Block S4, Level B3)

Nanyang Avenue

Nanyang Circle
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RESEARCH

IDSS conducts both academic and policy-oriented research on 
the sources of strategic stability and security in the Asia Pacific 
and the means to ensuring a stable and secure region. No Asian 
peace and prosperity, Singapore’s included, are possible without 
regional stability and security. To that end, IDSS’ research agenda 
aims to understand and explain drivers and boosters of insecurity 
that destabilise or threaten to destabilise the Asia Pacific and its 
sub-regions. Secondly, IDSS explores and assesses the requisite 
structural conditions and the available modalities (unilateral, bilateral 
and multilateral) that could mitigate instability, manage conflict and 
strengthen order and security in the region.

OVERVIEW 

Ranked the top think tank for Southeast 
Asia and the Pacific in the University of 
Pennsylvania’s 2017 Global Go To Think Tank 
Index Report, the Institute of Defence and 
Strategic Studies (IDSS) is a key research 
component of the S. Rajaratnam School of 
International Studies. It focuses on security 
research to serve national needs. IDSS’ faculty 
and research staff conduct both academic and 
policy-oriented research on security-related 
issues and developments affecting Southeast 
Asia and the Asia Pacific.

VISION

To be the world’s foremost think tank on Asia 
Pacific defence and security affairs.

MISSION

To conduct analytically rigorous, cutting-edge 
research on defence and security-related 
issues and developments affecting the Asia 
Pacific region in the service of the Nation and 
the global research community.

IDSS currently hosts ten programmes that are grouped into three 
clusters:

The Asia Pacific

The Malay Archipelago

Military and Security

While these programmes conduct research on specialisation-specific 
issues, their research output work towards supporting IDSS’ broad 
research focus.

Institute of Defence
and Strategic Studies www.rsis.edu.sg/research/idss



REGIONAL SECURITY ARCHITECTURE 
PROGRAMME

CHINA PROGRAMME

The China Programme examines broadly China’s international 
strategic thinking and behaviour, foreign and security policy, 
and the impact of domestic political economy on China’s foreign 
relations. Its members provide a distinctive regional perspective on 
the role of China as a rising power. The programme gives priority 
to the following themes:

domestic social, political, and economic transformations in China. 
The programme has extensive and regular exchanges with many 

reviewed journals, and numerous opinion articles in various media 
outlets.

SOUTH ASIA PROGRAMME

Institute of Defence
and Strategic Studies

and teaching/training in and on cooperative 

programme’s output has contributed to the 
systematic accumulation of scholarly and 

processes. The programme has been funded 
by international foundations such as the 

and global affairs. Incorporating an earlier initiative on a rising India, the 
programme is built around three leading experts in the area – Professor 

including the domestic politics of foreign policy and the integration of 



INDONESIA PROGRAMME

The Indonesia Programme studies developments in the 
Indonesian archipelago. Its research focuses on:

region

UNITED STATES PROGRAMME

The United States has long been at the core of a dense 
network of diplomatic, economic, military and social 
relationships in the Asia Pacific. US policies, which 
invariably have significant consequences for the region, 
consequently demand close scrutiny. 

In considering the broader questions of security, order 
and stability in Asia over the medium and long term, it is 
critical to assess the character, direction and intensity of 
Washington engagement with the region. The United States 
Programme pursues research, teaching, and networking 
activities on topics focused on or related to the United 
States. Specifically, the programme helps to advance 
understanding of US behaviour and engagement in the 
region by:

on US foreign policy, defence policy, and grand strategy, 
particularly insofar as they impact the Asia Pacific region

and prospective policymakers in subjects related to US 
foreign policy

the RSIS and influential thinkers and practitioners who 
contribute to the debate on Asia-US interactions as well 
as organising public talks and seminars on American-
centred topics

The Malay Archipelago

www.rsis.edu.sg/research/idss

MALAYSIA 
PROGRAMME

Programme looks 
closely at issues 

domestic politics, as 
well as the implications 
of its foreign policies 
on the region and 

The diversity of research backgrounds in the programme enriches 
and maximises cross-disciplinary work on these issues. Two 
important elements of the Indonesia Programme are its research 
and student exchange collaborations with the Indonesian 
Defence University, and its popular public lecture series featuring 
top Indonesian leaders in government and civil society. Such 
interactions enhance people-to-people contact and also serve as 
platforms for networking between the Singapore policy community 
and the emerging political elite in Indonesia.

beyond. The programme has worked on themes 

developments, voter demography and general 
elections, among others. The programme has 
also produced a multitude of different research 
platforms ranging from commentaries to policy-
oriented research papers, peer-reviewed journals, 
monographs, books and television documentaries 

have enabled it to offer nuanced opinions and 

often featured not only in Singapore’s mainstream 

a testament of the programme’s fast-developing 
expertise.



Military and Security MILITARY TRANSFORMATIONS PROGRAMME

trends, advances, and dynamics surrounding military 
transformation activities and their impact on regional 
security and stability. Its research is focused on three 
broad areas:

planning, and strategy in the areas of network-
centric warfare, hybrid warfare, cyber warfare, and 
conventional military operations

particularly military modernisation activities in the Asia-
Pacific and US defence transformation efforts as they 
affect security in the Asia Pacific

economics as they affect military transformation, 
particularly the current “third offsets” technology 
initiative, Asia Pacific arms acquisitions, and 
developments in the global defence technology and 
industrial base

MILITARY STUDIES PROGRAMME

following the establishment of the SAF-NTU Strategic 

policy in the Singapore Armed Forces (SAF) in 2012. 
The programme conducts a wide spectrum of courses — 

modules for the SAF in areas of international relations, 
strategic thought and war studies. As part of its 

Seminar for military leaders, academics and practitioners. 

senior military officers from the region and beyond to 
deliberate on geopolitics and security matters.

HUMANITARIAN ASSISTANCE AND DISASTER 
RELIEF PROGRAMME

Programme at RSIS started in 2015 following the need 
for cooperation between stakeholders to prepare and 
respond to disasters and complex emergencies in the 
Asia Pacific. The programme investigates the emerging 

approach, the programme houses a database that 
captures contributions to operations from both civilian 
and military actors. It further explores avenues to further 
civilian-military cooperation in disasters and complex 
emergencies.

As part of its research agenda, the programme profiles 
communities at risk in the Asia Pacific and assesses the 
roles and responsibilities of all stakeholders, as well as 
existing international/legal frameworks for protection. It 
also analyses the impact that new technologies have on 
humanitarian assistance and disaster relief.

www.rsis.edu.sg/research/idss

Institute of Defence
and Strategic Studies

MARITIME SECURITY PROGRAMME

following increased concerns over the security of ports 
and sea lanes in the region. The programme covers a 
broad spectrum of maritime security issues ranging from 
traditional maritime security topics including the impact 
of force modernisation and regional balance of power, 
to transnational maritime crimes as well as safety and 

with key stakeholders seeking to better understand the 
challenges and to provide an integrated response to 
maritime security issues. Research will focus on maritime 
developments over the next decade, including shifts in 
the maritime balance of power and particular threats and 
challenges in the maritime domain. The overall objective 
will be to identify the implications of these developments 
for the region.



International Centre for Political
Violence and Terrorism Research

RESEARCH

Research at ICPVTR presently includes the following projects:

Databases Projects

Capacity Building Projects 

Strategic Counter-Terrorism Projects 

Counter-Terrorism Security Projects

OVERVIEW

VISION

 
MISSION

To conduct research, training and outreach 



Centre of Excellence
for National Security

INFLUENCING NATIONAL SECURITY POLICY 

CENS’ policy-oriented commentaries and other research outputs 
promote greater awareness of emerging threats as well as global 
best practices in responding to these threats. Besides exposing 
national security officials to leading-edge thinking on the prevention 
of, and response to, national security threats, CENS’ workshops and 
seminars facilitate networking to create a community of practice in 
various security domains. 

PUBLIC ENGAGEMENT 

To drive public debate on critical issues such as radicalisation, 
multiculturalism, communications and disinformation, and cyber 
policy, CENS researchers regularly contribute articles to leading 
newspapers as well as participate in radio and television interviews.

OVERVIEW

The Centre of Excellence for National Security 
(CENS) was established on 1 April 2006. 
Devoted to rigorous policy-relevant analysis 
of a range of national security issues, the 
CENS team is multinational in composition, 
comprising specialists in various aspects of 
national and homeland security affairs. It works 
closely with other RSIS research programmes 
and with national security agencies such as 
the National Security Coordination Secretariat 
in the Prime Minister’s Office.

VISION 

To be an international thought leader in both 
the concepts of national security and resilience 
as well as the policy-relevant application of 
such research to promote national security. 

MISSION 

To produce rigorous policy-relevant analysis 
of a range of national security issues and 
increase the intellectual capital invested in 
strategising national security.

www.rsis.edu.sg/research/cens

RESEARCH

CENS conducts research in the following domains:

•	 The Radicalisation Studies Programme examines the processes 
of radicalisation to violence of individuals and groups. It takes 
a multidisciplinary approach to understanding the radicalisation 
process, cognisant that it is the complex interweaving of social 
and political dynamics as well as the personal that leads one to 
regard the use of violence as a legitimate means of protest. 

•	 The Cyber and Homeland Defence Programme examines 
the impact of developments in cyber, digital, and information 
communication technologies, on the national security of 
Singapore, and discusses possible policy and strategy responses 
to these evolving issues.

•	 The Social Resilience Programme examines the constitutive 
elements of social resilience such as multiculturalism, citizenship, 
class, and immigration. It takes a multidisciplinary approach in its 
research and employs multiple research methodologies.



Centre for
Non-Traditional Security Studies

RESEARCH

Nuclear Energy 

THOUGHT LEADERSHIP

NETWORKING AND OUTREACH

OVERVIEW 

resource scarcity, infectious diseases, natural 
disasters, food shortages and transnational 

VISION 

traditional security studies in regional and 

traditional approaches to security that 

MISSION



RESEARCH FOCUS 

Centre for
Multilateralism Studies

RESEARCH ACTIVITIES 

Conferences and workshops 

OVERVIEW 

Pacific 

VISION 

MISSION 

To conduct scholarly and policy research, 



Studies in Inter-Religious Relations
in Plural Societies Programme

OVERVIEW 

VISION 

and applied knowledge of the roles of religion 

MISSION

EDUCATION

Practices 

RESEARCH 

past 



National Security 
Studies Programme

RESEARCH

national security and history education

policy partners

OVERVIEW

VISION

 
MISSION

security in depth to discern the ways in 

EDUCATION



Science and Technology 
Studies Programme

RESEARCH

threat

OVERVIEW

latest science and technology issues to help 
strengthen the state’s capacity to respond to 

VISION

 
MISSION

STRATEGIC ENGAGEMENTS

carries out strategic 

thought leaders, 
practitioners and 

networking is 
designed to enrich 



GRADUATE 
PROGRAMMES

• MSc (Asian Studies)

• MSc (International Political 
Economy)

• MSc (International Relations)

• MSc (Strategic Studies)

• NTU-Warwick Double Masters 
Programme

• PhD Programme

RSIS Graduate Programmes prepare students to respond to current global challenges by equipping 
them with comparative and critical perspectives, historical analogies, theoretical frameworks for 
ordering complex data and the critical thinking skills needed to succeed. Our graduates go on to 
apply the knowledge they acquired at RSIS in a variety of fields including media, public relations, 
finance, consulting, research, academia, security, diplomacy, policymaking and the non-profit sector 
amongst others.

www.rsis.edu.sg/gpo

Professor Ralf Emmers 
Dean, and Professor of International Relations, 

S. Rajaratnam School of International Studies

 At RSIS, we offer a rigorous professional 
education in international affairs with a  
strong practical emphasis.

Since our first masters programme was 
established in 1998, we have attracted 
except ional  s tudents f rom diverse  
backgrounds and professions.

Besides being a graduate school, RSIS is also a think tank  
which houses several Research Centres. This, together with 
numerous conferences, workshops and seminars organised 
by RSIS, gives our students the unique opportunity to actively 
participate in research and networking activities as well as to be 
taught by faculty who are involved in cutting-edge, policy-relevant 
research. 

With students at the centre of everything we do, we aim to enable 
our graduates to make a difference to society. 



Programme
Master of Science

(Asian Studies)
Master of Science

(International Political Economy)
Master of Science

(International Relations)
Master of Science
(Strategic Studies)

NTU-Warwick Double
Masters Programme

PhD Programme

Duration 1 year (full-time)  OR  2 years (part-time) 2 years (full-time) 4 years (full-time)

Curriculum

system

Core Courses

Primary Courses
(examples)

Warfare

–

Elective Courses

–

International 
Exposure

Cohort Size 40-60 40-60 40-60 40-60 10-15 –

Scholarships and 
Study Awards

Application Period

Key Admission 
Documents

GRADUATE PROGRAMMES OVERVIEW

Tuition Fees

MSc (AS), MSc (IPE), MSc (IR), MSc (SS)1

2

NTU-WARWICK DOUBLE
MASTERS PROGRAMME

PhD PROGRAMME1

CSRP courses: CTS courses:



1. THE PROFESSIONAL EDGE
 Classes are conducted in the form of seminars, whereby 

students are encouraged to contribute to debates 
and offer their own professional and geographical 
perspectives. Students also have the opportunity to 
enrol in a wide range of professional skills workshops 
(such as media interviews, presentation skills, negotiation 
skills, scenario planning or crisis communication), career 
development workshops and Asian language classes 
(such as Arabic or Mandarin).

2. REAL PEOPLE, REAL EXPERIENCES
 Our students have ample opportunities to interact with 

distinguished professionals from the diplomatic service, 
government, the armed forces, the security and corporate 
sectors by attending seminars, public lectures and other 
events organised by the school and its research centres.

3. EXCELLENCE IN TEACHING
 Our world class faculty members are global experts 

in their respective fields of specialisation. Alongside 
their teaching duties, they conduct cutting edge, policy-
relevant research in our research centres, which enables 
them to share the latest developments with the students.

4. FLEXIBILITY
 Our students are given the opportunity to select electives 

from a multitude of options including courses from the 
other degree programmes at RSIS, as well as subjects 
taught as part of the MBA programme at Nanyang 
Business School, the Master of Arts in Contemporary 
China and the Master of Public Administration at the 
School of Humanities and Social Sciences, and the 
Master of Mass Communication at the Wee Kim Wee 
School of Communication and Information.

NINE REASONS WHY
YOU SHOULD JOIN US

5. COSMOPOLITAN STUDENT BODY
 Each year, our students hail from up to 40 countries 

around the globe and from very diverse academic and 
professional backgrounds. Around 40 per cent of them 
are Singaporeans while the others come from anywhere 
around the world that you can think of, including China, 
India, Nepal, Japan, South Korea, Indonesia, Thailand, 
Uzbekistan, the US, Canada, the UK, Norway, Iceland 
or Colombia, to name a few examples.

 
6. OUR GLOBAL REACH
 RSIS has more than 1600 alumni from 70 countries, 

comprising government officials, military officers, 
entrepreneurs, academics, researchers, media and 
public relations professionals, consultants and investment 
bankers, amongst others.

7. SCHOLARSHIPS AND FINANCIAL ASSISTANCE
 All our students are eligible for scholarships and other 

forms of financial assistance and a good number of 
them receive funding.

8. OUR POSITIONING AT THE CUTTING-EDGE OF 
POLICY RELEVANCE THROUGH OUR RESEARCH 
CENTRES

 Our faculty members and in-house researchers share 
the results of their frontier research with the students, 
who also benefit through the opportunity to get involved 
in research projects themselves.

9. OUR REPUTATION
 RSIS is a graduate school of NTU, ranked #1 in Asia and 

#11 in the world in the QS World University Rankings 
2018 in Asia and #11 in the world in the QS University 
Rankings 2018. RSIS is also ranked among the top 50 
think tanks in the world, in the Global Go to Think Tanks 
ranking released by the University of Pennsylvania’s 
International Relations Program.

www.rsis.edu.sg/gpo

 RSIS has opened up new perspectives for me 
to help me understand politics and world affairs in a 
different way. Their state-of-the-art policy research 
capabilities have helped me make better business 
decisions. Phillip Ee

MSc in Strategic Studies
Managing Director (Special Projects), Surbana Jurong

 Studying at RSIS was a very good decision. It 
gave me a head start in my field, and opened my 
eyes to the complex realities of the world; helping 
me understand it a little better. 

Ishika Mookerjee
MSc in International Political Economy 

Asia Reporter, Citywire



 facebook.com/rsis.ntu  linkedin.com/school/rsis-ntu 

 twitter.com/rsis_ntu  youtube.com/rsisntu

Nanyang Technological University, Singapore 

Block S4, Level B3, 50 Nanyang Avenue, Singapore 639798 

Tel: +65 6790 6982 | Fax: +65 6794 0617 | www.rsis.edu.sg




