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FOOD SECURITY

By Jose Ma Luis Montesclaros

Food security in urban areas will need to be addressed if the Sustainable Development Goal
of a Hunger Free World is to be achieved by 2030.

By 2050, two-thirds of the
world will live in cities.

Can cities
secure their

Food?

KEY FACETS OF URBAN FOOD SECURITY

Economic Food Access Food Utilization

Can the city’s population afford the food? Does the city’s population have healthy
consumption habits and outcomes?
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; . Obesity in ASEAN-6 grew
Trend: increase in share of urban poor Undernourished in faster than USA and UK

in Asia, from 1990 to 2008 Southeast Asia in 2014/16. from 2010 to 2014

Food Availability Physical Food Access

Does the city have enough food Can the city ensure food is physically available?
sources to meet demand?
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By 2020, East and South Asia will have less Logistics Infrastructure of 6 out of 10
workers in agriculture than non- agriculture sectors. ASEAN countries below global average in 2016

Sources: UN FAQ; World Bank; ASEAN; UN Population Division; The Economist Intelligence Unit; WHO; Food Industry Asia; Paul Teng, Mely Caballero-Anthony, Margarita Escaler and Pau Khan Khup Hangzo (2011): Ensuring Urban Food Security in ASEAN.
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