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The article explores Omar al Shishani6s role as a co
State of Iragq and Greater Syria (1 SI'S) and his succe
attract historArcathumbjealsi ddemotno join the group

I ntroducti on

Among t he f-Araeb gfni,gmtoear s wi th the I slamic State of |
Greater SyArbiua OmaS! K), Shi shani (AOmar the Checheno) i
recogni sabl e. Unl i ke other | SIS6 | eaders and field c¢
frequently features i n pholtods eann ch pwiechedsngr el eased by
unmasked With his red beard, youthful European feat
accented spoken Arabi c;Aralb Svuisd hanmsi imr gvaird e sc un camr ,
with an i mage which they can associate with and dr aw
their bid to wage jihad. Since al Shishanio6s pledge
has attracted some 20,000 foreign recruits to Syria
Westerners and up to 2,000 from the North Caucasus r
far greater concern as compared to the inflow of muj
War in the yesteAyghmas whrthhderSogi ¢he 1980s
(Makhchkala 2015; Sharma 2015)

The majority of the Western recruits originate from
France has theill 20@esttcddttiliewgn fighters,
proportionally, Bel gium has produced the | argest nun
compared to the other European states (Radio Free Eu
2019rrrorist recruits from North Caucasus, particul a
regions of Dagestan and Chechnya are roughly esti mat
comprising some-Ch@cthenas00 retmhrGieor gi ads Panki si regic
who have joined I SI'S (Mamon 2015; Sharma 2015)
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represented in the No
nations in Western Eu
Al Shishani és Foray i
Al Shishani was born
1986, and grew up in
an eastern region of
Shi shani 6s first expe
he and his brother Ta
armed forces in 2006.
mal es |l iving in Panki
the border to fight a
War (which | asted fro
A decade | ater, the g
recruited Tamaz to jo
intelligence and spec
by the U.S. to fight
Shi shani was eager to
brother Tamaz acquire
Chechnya (Mackedon 20
While Tamaz drew insp
resent ment of the Rus
Musl ims in Chechnya,
enter the military se
genuine sense of nati
tried persuading his
Chechnya and embracin
(Cathcart 2014)

l ronically, it was al
di sposition that plac
radicalisation. After
training, al Shi shani
Georgia in tieo2@0 &nR
Thereafter, he contra
di smissed from his un
government would not
pension or even expen
(Cathcart 2014). Unem
government for which
Shi shani returned to
During this time, al
desperate, and in a r
This facilitated his
and his subseqguent ar
authorities (Cathcart
Shi shani spent nearly
during this time, he
Foll owing his release
by his grievances, al

nd TREL Y ) LT[ e i b
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“military seemed
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2 * s ma SENSE AfiAtIGNAlisE | "
o1 e ncOnicely: ftiwasalsd.al. »

eﬁaili)&u£4 &! 0 b u

ssed
chen

TamaT?rdlk

o1 nsdisghsitian thaf placad
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i al operatlons force funded
Russian aggression. Al

gai whehe axpemmuf£btghat kBkpat s
d whwkeeflght hgg(Paraszczuk 201
04; Cathoatta2Owhether al Shi sh
iratpbedfjedmahi sgi ance to a jih
sianCaampaugnragaonsbr before t
al SHowkaerrfOsatteShssbantotravel
emedi mmnedvatetdybafaer his rel ea
onal i smerhatfaot)] &kaBhiskbanfor
brotbentiogewti dftfaveligngjtbad
g rattatelr,bbdigbafsghts that beco

his intenAhad ZADZ2uI
so alflr8hsfbamiag natoomaMugahid
ed him on the path to
compl eShnghhns mrbetaedythe bor
fougbdvaahagkbeo$i tbeof oose cont
WasoSyria border (Arango and Sc
ctedShubbroubesms]|] i aadywasainin
it despeoi eheei dubensgpt hhe Rasso
provimddeahi Blthashanvabhuabl e asse
ses batthisgttbat Mesbd regi me (
pl oyddmand28ibhtedobwni hget heir
he seheedfbogal bp, eAby transiti
Panki si .
Muj ahireen Brigade

Shi shani | ived poor and
egiohnpBSgnéeatoatmbhggbhagi rose
turnlho2®@éd@poas Shabthaoki wgs gi
rest Kay i BMuohragjiiarneen (fAMuhajiree
201harBtonkbeSanB01/m) 1 i Al a comp
t woCheaheni andr Reensj aanfli ghter
cameTRACf @DLY)embrace | sl am.

in September 2012, driven

Shi shani | eft for |l st anbul
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Hadi-AmAillri1 6s Gr |

Aida Arosoaie

Hadi-AmNIri , the | eader of the Badr Organisation and a
an infamous | raqi military commander and politician.
of f erfendi rAil t he opportunity to become an indispensabl
security and to continue the sectarian violence that
ever since the U.S. invasion of Ilraq which under mi ne
stability of the country.

I ntroducti on

Hadi-AnmhNIr i tksn oawnwedill i t ary commander in | ragq. He was b
1954 in Diyala Province in Iraq, but spent a | arge p
began his military career as a member of the Supreme

in Tehran fighting again$traaWdamwmHasseiAh in the Ira
enjoys close friendships with senior commanders of t

most notorious of them being Qassem Suleimani. | n an
in 2014;AnHadi rlmar ked affectionately: il | ove Qasser
is my dearest frieAmdai@FKiInkiilng,ia20%3h)e. BAaldr Or gani sat
believed to have been the closest Shidite militia to
In the aftermath of the U. SAmiirmivarsdtonr mdd Itragq in 200
lraqg in an attempt to capitalise on the power vacuun
of Saddam Hussein. As the | eader of Badr Organisatio
sectarian violence. The U.S. intervention in Iraq al
fell ow members in infiltrating the I ragqi political a
(Carnegie Endowment for I nternational Peace 2014). T
Il slamic State of Iraq and Greater Syria (I SI'S) trigg
response in lragq. Leading the-Amiilriit aarnd ef fort agains

Counter Terrorist Trends and Analysis Volume 7, Issue L0November 20
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his Badr Organisation. W|t |pog|t|fcqlebdefﬁn!anDilﬁIS

support from Tehran, he manage secur e

Ministry of Interior. Howe|\rHtr|a|mame()'ﬁtheﬁadrous

concerns t-Amitr Haamd Ahi s

Qr gani .saj[ ion might end. uia&gaaﬁﬁtmm,d&u&t&au}/
vectarian campaigns againsdCEMEdHEENE ofdgsty o

(New York Times 2015) . Iranian proxy”‘] |raq
AAmi ri 6s ascension to poweandthemOStpOwerfUI

Hadi-AnmNIr i began hi s miIitarq/bc§rpen jdurnijngl“ltb'uéS Z! h

Il rAanaqg War. A strong opponent of Saddam

HusseitAmi rAl entered the war as a senior

of ficial of the Supreme | slamic Council of lraq in

Tehran. Throughout the war he held various

positions, such as Battalbobnb€Caommaneadéenl ehcehagainst

Il rani an Revolutionary Guae8l&6drps (I RGC)

Ground Force, I ntelligence Official and, lastly,

Commander of Operations oBatdheO®ghnBadti onds sectar.i

Corps. continued well into the U. S
in 2009 it was revealed tha

The Badr Corps, the initibadabhdnaméibtrahedBade I raqi s

Organisation, is usually dHdeemedi ag Bhd ekdesting Sun

Il ranian proxy in lraq andFuhehmombrpowemembers of the

paramilitary group. Formedninl i10688jnghetfgeopplitical

served as the military wing of SCIRI (Counter

Extremism Project 2015) . In 2090 ABhdlrdi wlals appointed

Hakim, a senior | ragqi Shi Mi nestker o€ andMaslpieknit.t bOpu rNo
|l eader of SEANMIIr,i atsok elde aAd htihse t enur e, he engaged in r
military operations againwttBabtbdamaHusabuse of autho
inside Il ragq. From Amdtionwamdp|] eHadi t A forced retur
carried out a stellar ascéhsgbh ewnht hbotteheor 8agbhdatl

the Badr Corps. He becamehtitbesGhi abhdomi Ssafiftboe fIlig
the 9th Badr Corps, | ater AtBe, DémiUdty ABaommandseed | ran
of the 9th Badr Corps and]ragdégoakrsphee in order to
Commander of the 9th Badr A6Sadf iwi TRSweapaophry for fig

opposition, despite vehemen
After 4haql Wan, the organtsationsm.
operated mostly from Iran, moving back to I raq in

the aftermath of the U.S. Hadvfandiroind sofpdlriatgi danl 2c0l0d3u. t
|l mmedi ately after the fal Noaf-M&laitldiains Hasaeilnn 2014,
Hadi-AniNIr i and the Badr Corppasr thircoikpeataewdayi n t he parl i an
from SCIRI, rebranding thewignoonupg 28 8aemabs out of a 3
violent party under the ngmal dof i BAinhietaiB aadsAla pot ent i a
Organisation of Reconstruébrobnhan®inistry of Interio
Devel opment. o I n spite ofunksowal reasahsrhpbeitconth
Badr Organisation engagedHiadiiA/maitriioduss jeupniisoordecsol | eagu
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Mohammed Ghabban. It was de!eI\ydeé_iBBej!ygmtt |

t hat the nomination of Ghabban was mer e

formal and, in actuality, b&d@[ghip,tBadﬁhalSnterior i

unde-AbAHi 6s command (Morris 201

) .
Moreover, the current Pri mGaMilaéQLgrSmelofam,e
Hai deArbaAdli , had -Amitrmriuswietdh : ;
Bldbdiest sectarian , ..

command over Il ragdés police

and with the control over Campajgmsaga]n@sttheth
Battalion (Parker 2015) . ) )
Jsbrj! Tvoojt/!

The emergence of 1 SI'S inadvertently assisted
Hadi-AnmNIr i in expanding his military clout. I n
October 2014, the Badr Organisation was

|l eading the Operation AshtBapbbrictheommbedatesoweot f
Jur-Sakhar, a city near BaghHlHadnappnnbelrdnby The pris
I ST SAmiArli | ater <c¢cl ai med t huendwirc ttchrey Miomri sttheer of | nter
Badr Organisation and argwedethbhantrbVyl seguthegki dnap
Jur-Bakhar, Badr had succekedad RA1Securing

Baghdad (George 2014). Badr also played a

maj or role in retaking TiBrdt MmMeomel SI %ere BWbhsohrepo
2015 and it is also |l eadiogrthedopetatiaogebotd killin
retaking Ramadi which wasmeebered by ct8bBEdination wit
May 2015. October 2004, Badr Organi sa
by I raqbds national intellig
The downs iAdmei roifdo6 sAlsuccess intelligence officials on o
foll owing the 2005 parl i ame
Hadi-AmAilri 6s military succelsasn uaagrayi,n snme mbSlrSs of Badr i n
does have aUnddoewhreAIrdied s assassinations of former Ba
|l eader shi p, Badr has carrfedmeut memimer ef of h&addamobs
bl oodi est sectarian campabgerseacagaiastd hhe hramgd forc
Sunnis. There are concerns that the actions of Al
SAmiri 6s militia and thosel mladcdaei tmigrhtt @ xtatcee rtbart get ed
sectarianism and |l ead to fhetdésdannesbrahdr mer Babda
instability in the countr ®r gHEni ght s 080 &b »soe cetnhagraigaend i
vi ol ence. From 2005 wuntil 2

A State Department cable Fregkéedriygy 20@9hed wit-h the
reveal edAmihat hARld ordered $dcekr t oMaysde ,alanot her power
and execution of around 2mD0OODtl magro8pnni sMalniekii nlta d

(Morris 2015). I n 2005, the tkbed RiB08tar mgfand pol i
I nterior, Bayan Jabr, recAmbtaell BadMamembensadfetop t
the I raqi security forcesbehwewoauldel atver gbeups ( Mus
charged with gruesome sectarian violence. One

example is the kidnappingFofl 8383&i S8gnbhhe £memgence of
Baghdad whom Badr member sOtgarnhusetj oki bkl edctarian ki
and had their bodies dumpabomLabbte pnoportions. I n
November 2005, a U.S. milmthairyianwasdiascagsededfahang
prison in Jadriya, Baghdatdyromheredgepriasdnérght pol e
had severed signs of tortBeaqubbhn Fabyupugt?2P006d t hei
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Ve

the victims were | SIS membt\lr!s L(Jl\iatfiq_netlf;:auucblsj b

of Resistance of Ilran 2014). Human Ri ght

Watch published various rel@b()d;bathgbeicnig]g t he
systematic torturing and execut, o I,r,aq,i
Sunnis at the hand of the @er@ettra{]e]dbytll_laal%ne
example is a report releas b1 :

At artd his’ Batlr

cl ai mi ng tAwmstr iHahdaid Aclo mman

attacks in the Tal Afar an@rgamﬁsati‘(}n@()u#d'bea

killing 51 and 43 Sunni prisoners respectively
(Human Rights Watch 2014).bOOSt|nthe
Consequences -Amfi rHa&i aklt i o nrgcrur[ment efforts Of

JTJIT/ !V !n

A potenti al ¢ eAnsierqiudesn caec toifo nAsl

could be thwarting the political efforts against

I SI'S. -MAmdri &6 actions are in complete

di ssonance with the Ilraqi national identity that

Hai deArb aAdli i s seeking to pShoinfoittee fRaartcheesHd g kaen dA skaadbti abd

his actions indicate thatHpbebbsl Bhghbbhdh afbwhikcbe &b

the I raqi Shiod6ites under fthemcobmmandfof t hanl eader sh

This was reinforced throughew obmmaet | a&ethneat .

August 2014 by a Badr militiaman in Diyal a:

AWhen | withdraw my forcef€onoeWushenSunnis wil!/|

come back and they wil!/l become an incubator for

| SI'S again. When | | iberatadamnhbarrieai sf roome [cSfl St he mos

why do | have to give it mMmatktaoythemdeEsthad politi

erase it or set-AhadSBDad4)bhetdof¢Abdoht of the milita
and he is also one of Tehr a

Moreover, the sectarian bloadbatHbwbeikeng his sectari a

perpetratedmby i Hadid Ali s Btakhreat for I raqébés political
Organisation could be a bdobet mannt beAum &drowst tgméohati ng |

efforts of-AmEr$. i HdadissAlstcuogr antMi PaigiddadAbs ability
renact ment of what Kilculilmml eéméntnieng thies reforms. C
faccidental guerill ad phehaimdpAobnadiin pAfogrua ngiastteadn .a s e |
David Kilcullen coined theeéwpmesshonespohse boohkh se
-AThe Accidental Gueril |l aoBagrhedfaedr,r iEnrgb itlo apnedo pBlaes rian. T
Af ghani stan who end up takhnhdgngpthemgubha system in

response t oc eannt riliecndeemwys wmt e@rtn or der t o b oesoesctt aar imaonr emiclr
policy which wrongfully iandudcdéedi theyr pspacessandd e
targeted them based on a mhsgowmeenaade.

association with the Taliban (Kilcullen 2009).

Foll owi ng t hiAsmilroigdisc ,a cHaidoivhosA broivgehrt, as part of the st

facilitate | SI S6s recruitmRamadprotbescapital of Anba
Mi ni ster is |l ooking to recr

Additionally, ®sSketiampaoat p&fwemni st anad tri bal member s i
struggle and related viol Popeael bhei MgbhehceatagedFront
by Ha#lmi Al cannot be underf®stmemat edcobdadrt | SI'S. Thes
Organisation faces competsucomrswiuhl yhéemptbemented, c
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HadiAFBnj s j I t | H d&ifjacAtogoaie J s br

sectarian discontent which is at the roc
Il raqi government . However, considering
infiltratepdoltihtel cnaill ietsatraypl i shment, toget
Shidéite militias, it seems difficult to
Ai da ArbsoResearch Analyst at the I nterr
Viol ence and Terrorism Research (1 CPVTR)
I nternational Studies (RSIS), Singapore.

Ref erences

AbdAhad, Ghailtrha.q:200n4 . Thiie Frontl i ne With
Taking The Whre Taalrdiuagost 24. Accessed
2015.

Abdul | ah, Dall sdaqid . TRiOH&l. Revolutionari es
Accept | S| SASHAR@ANE ATAsharAgAwsAdtJul y 9.
Accessed October 31, 2015.

Counter ExtremiemB®Pdmj@rdaAifizeassed Noven
27, 2015.

Filkins, DékheeBhadOw3dCdmmameew. Dhek e w
Yor keBeptember 30. Accessed October 21,

George, SusaBnaebhki abBadimgn Mwolvieanhber 6.
Accessed October 25, 2015.

Human Rights Wabtgh. C2a2tmp4i git of Mass Mur c
Pri somemMsaman Rights Watch, July 14. Acc

Kil cull elrh,e DAaewiid.en.t adx fGured:r idXdfaor d Uni v e
2009.

Knights, Mibbakels ¥0a5Dbha' WaBKhbowgton | ns
For Near EFEKasStpPelmbey 8. Accessed Octobert

Martin, PaBAnbtksi 280b6. The . Bhdr GOpbhaenandt
Ma,j |l February 25. Accessed November 2, 20

Counter Terrorist Trends and Analysis Volume 7, Issue L0November 20


http://www.theguardian.com/world/2014/aug/24/iraq-frontline-shia-fighters-war-isis
http://www.theguardian.com/world/2014/aug/24/iraq-frontline-shia-fighters-war-isis
http://english.aawsat.com/2014/07/article55334099/iraqi-tribal-revolutionaries-say-prepared-to-accept-isis-caliphate
http://english.aawsat.com/2014/07/article55334099/iraqi-tribal-revolutionaries-say-prepared-to-accept-isis-caliphate
http://www.counterextremism.com/threat/badr-organization
http://www.newyorker.com/magazine/2013/09/30/the-shadow-commander
http://foreignpolicy.com/2014/11/06/breaking-badr/
https://www.hrw.org/news/2014/07/11/iraq-campaign-mass-murders-sunni-prisoners
https://www.hrw.org/news/2014/07/11/iraq-campaign-mass-murders-sunni-prisoners
http://www.washingtoninstitute.org/policy-analysis/view/devils-you-dont-know
http://www.theglobeandmail.com/news/world/analysis-of-the-badr-organization/article23208662/

HadiAFBnj s j I t | H d&ifjacAtogoaie J s br

Morri s, LovAgpmpyi. nt2rdd it dgif Il ragds new int
door to militia .abrhde IWaarii anjg tent oPooesrtc & 8 .
Accessed November 3, 2015.

NCRI St at e meHatdstAne®10il'4s Badr Organi zati on
hanging SunMNati omall r@guncil ,0fAWRgwLItstAa.nc
Accessed October 25, 2015.

Par ker, Ned, and Sltrepdie nc Kmrhd mde r2 0dlén i dis
groups invol BedtiEembkiulalriyn®s Accessed No
2015.

TFS StafWho?2i0d4Hadi F a rAhnaenr i A dTdeusl-g oakhe A |
Syri &November 7. Accessed October 23, 20

Wing, Joe8ladr2®ry.anfi zation A View Into |
Presdiutsi ngs Jamndarayg,20. Accessed Novembe

Counter Terrorist Trends and Analysis Volume 7, Issue L0November 20


https://www.washingtonpost.com/world/appointment-of-iraqs-new-interior-minister-opens-door-to-militia-and-iranian-influence/2014/10/18/f6f2a347-d38c-4743-902a-254a169ca274_story.html
https://www.washingtonpost.com/world/appointment-of-iraqs-new-interior-minister-opens-door-to-militia-and-iranian-influence/2014/10/18/f6f2a347-d38c-4743-902a-254a169ca274_story.html
http://www.ncr-iran.org/en/ncri-statements/terrorism-fundamentalism/16926-hadi-al-ameri-s-badr-organization-is-behind-hanging-sunnis-in-iraq
http://www.ncr-iran.org/en/ncri-statements/terrorism-fundamentalism/16926-hadi-al-ameri-s-badr-organization-is-behind-hanging-sunnis-in-iraq
http://www.reuters.com/article/2015/02/09/us-mideast-crisis-iraq-amiri-idUSKBN0LD17B20150209
http://www.reuters.com/article/2015/02/09/us-mideast-crisis-iraq-amiri-idUSKBN0LD17B20150209
http://reform4syria.org/who-is-hadi-farhan-abdullah-al-ameri/
http://musingsoniraq.blogspot.sg/2015/01/badr-organization-view-into-iraqs.html
http://musingsoniraq.blogspot.sg/2015/01/badr-organization-view-into-iraqs.html

S. RAJARATNAM
RS1S| %

INTERNATIONAL
Nanyang Technological University STU DI ES

The S. Rajaratham School of International Studies (RSIS) is a professional graduate school of international affairs at
the Nanyang Technological University (NTU), Singapore. RSIS' mission is to develop a community of scholars and
policy analysts at the forefront of security studies and international affairs. Its core functions are research, graduate
education and networking. It produces cudithge research on Asia Pacific Security, Multilateralism and
Regionalism, Conflict Studies, Noaditional Security, International Political Economy, and Country and Region
Studies. RSIS' activities are aimed at assisting policymakers to develop comprehensive approaches to strategic
thinking on issues related to security and stability in the Asia Pacific. For more information about RSIS, please visit
www.rsis.edu.sg.

ut

The International Centre for Political Violence and Terrorism Research (ICPVTR) is a specialist research centre within the S.
Rajaratham School of International Studies (RSIS) at Nanyang Technological University, Singapore. ICPVTR conducts
research and analysis, training and outreach programmes aimed at reducing the threat of politically motivated violence and
mitigating its effects on the international system. The Centre seeks to integrate academic theory with field research, which
is essential for a complete and comprehensive understanding of threats from pulitivallgd groups. The Centre is

staffed by academic specialists, coutgenrism analysts and other research staff. The Centre is culturally and
linguistically diverse, comprising of functional and regional analysts from Asia, the Middle East, Africa, Europe and North
America as well as Islamic religious scholars. Please visit www.rsis.edu.sg/research/icpvtr/ for more information.

STAFF PUBLICATIONS

® 9

TERRORIST
REHABILITATION

o———f§
Resilience
and Resolve

[ —

WHITHER
SOUTHEAST ASIA
TEl M?

Afghanistan After
The Western Drawdawn
Rohan Gunaratna and
Douglas Woodall (eds)
(Rowman & Littlefield
Publishers, 2015)

The Father of Jihad
Muhammad Haniff
Hassarfimperial

College Press, 2014)

Terrorist Rehabilitation
Rohan Gunaratna and
Mohamed Bin Al
(Imperial College Press,

2015)

Countering Extremism
Rohan Gunaratna, Salim
Mohamed Nasir and
Jolene Jerard (Imperial
College Press, 2013)

Resilience and Resolve
Jolene Jerard and Salim
Mohamed Nasir
(Imperial College Press,

2015)

Ten Years After 9/11:
Rethinking the Jihadist
Threat
Arabinda Acharya
(Routledge, 2013)

Whither Southeast Asia
Terrorism
Arabinda Acharya
(Imperial
College Press, 2015)

The Essence of
Islamist Extremism
Irm Haleem
(Routledge, 2011)

JDQWUSLET! HMPCBM! QBUI GJ OEF S

Global Pathfinder is a oatp repository for information on current and emerging terrorist threats from the major
terrorism affected regions of the world. It is an integrated database containing comprehensive profiles of terrorist
groups, terrorist personalities; terrorist and codeteorist incidents as well as terrorist training -camps.-This
includes profiles from emerging-hubs of global terrorism affecting the security of the world, as well as the deadliest
threat groups in Asia, Africa, the Middle East and the Caucasus. The database also contains analyses of significant
terrorist attacks in the form of terrorist attack profiles. For further inquiries regarding subscription and access to
Global Pathfinder, please contact Ng Suat Peng at isngsp@ntu.edu.sg.

Nanyang Technol ogi cal University
Bl-ock S4, Level B4, 50 Nanyang Avenue, Singapore 63
Tel : + 65 6790 6982 | Fax: +65 6794 0617 | WWW. r
Counter Terrorist Trends and Anal ysi s



