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Introduction 

 

In the opening remarks, Mr Eddie Lim, Programme Coordinator, Military Studies 

Programme, warmly welcomed the participants of the Round-Table Panel Discussion and 

introduced the panel speakers, Dr Emrys Chew, Dr Bernard Loo, and Dr Ong Wei Chong.  

  

Great War, Global Disorientation 1914-41: Nationalism, Modernity, and the Limits 

of Empire in Asia 

 

Dr Chew started the panel with a discussion of the First World War (WWI) and its impact 

on all of Asia. Highlighting the MAIN (Militarism, Alliances, Imperialism, and 

Nationalism) causal factors that led to the catastrophic war and utilising key images and 

quotes, he noted that instead of the Great War being a “war to end all wars”, the postwar 

settlement generated the preconditions of the Second World War (WWII). WWI further 

served as the crucible for modern geopolitics. It not only ended the „long‟ 19
th

 century of 

industrial and imperial expansion by the Western great powers, but also galvanized ethno-

religious identities and nationalist forces in Western Asia, South Asia, Southeast Asia, and 

East Asia. Against the broad sweep of global events, Dr Chew sketched poignant vignettes 

of the Yugoslav nationalist-turned-terrorist Gavrilo Princip, as well as his nemesis 

Archduke Franz Ferdinand of Austria, whose assassination on 28 June 1914 sparked off 

the Great War. 

 

World War I: Impact on Strategies and Doctrines 

 

In his presentation, Dr Loo stressed that whether military organisations around the world 

realised it or not, WWI continues to have a tremendous impact on them as WWI was a 

culmination of the historical megatrends of the emergence of modern nationalism and 

modern national armed forces, as well as the effect of the Industrial Revolution. In 

addition, the strategic thinking that emerged from WWI: the emergence of warfare in the 

air dimension; the reiteration of the strategic significance of warfare in the maritime 

domain; the re-enchantment of manoeuvre warfare in land operations; and technology as a 

strategic solution, also remain crucial elements in military and strategic thinking today.  

 

Analogies at War: Will 2014 Rhyme with 1914? 

 

Dr Ong‟s presentation was a more contemporary one, examining factors behind seeing 

1914 as analogous to the world today. Focusing on the perceived arms race in the Asia 

Pacific as well as the concerns of the various regional powers, Dr Ong emphasised that the 

dreadnought arms race between Great Britain and Germany had little to do with the 

outbreak of WWI in 1914. Similarly, despite the lack of an actual regional arms race 
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today, due in part to the predominance of American military power, potential flashpoints 

remain in the East China Sea and the South China Sea, and worryingly, the levels of 

transparency about intentions remain low, thereby sounding a cautionary note for the 

events being played out in 2014. 

 

Conclusion 

 

After an absorbing question and answer session, the Round-Table Panel Discussion came 

to a close. Thereafter, participants continued their engagement whilst enjoying light 

refreshments.  

 

 

Recorded by: 
Chang Jun Yan, Senior Analyst, Military Studies Programme, IDSS, RSIS 

 

 


