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Start      :

Duration: 

Start      :

Duration: 

Start      :

Duration: 

Maritime Security and Sea Lines of
Communication   — Research Paper

Ms Jane Chan Research Fellow and Coordinator of the Maritime 
Security Programme
Mr Collin Koh Research Fellow

theme Country and Region Studies / Maritime Security  
region South Asia / Southeast Asia and ASEAN
entity  IDSS

“The programme collaborates with the Information 
Fusion Centre (IFC) to work on topical maritime 
security issues relating to Sea Lines of Communi-
cation (SLOC) and chokepoints within IFC’s areas 
of interest. The project aims to better understand 
the threats and challenges in regional waters. It 
will consider national, regional and inter-regional 
maritime law enforcement capacity, best practices 
and cooperation.”

01/04/2012

Multi-year

Future Maritime Security Environment 
— Policy Paper and Workshop

Dr Sam Bateman Adviser to the Maritime Security Programme
Ms Jane Chan Research Fellow and Coordinator of the Maritime 
Security Programme

theme Country and Region Studies / Maritime Security / 
           Conflict and Stability
region East Asia and Asia Pacific / Southeast Asia and ASEAN / 
           Indian Ocean Region
entity  IDSS

“The study will identify likely developments in 
the maritime security environment of Asia over 
the next decade, including shifts in the maritime 
balance of power and particular threats and 
challenges in the maritime domain. The study will 
take a comprehensive view of security, and will in-
clude issues such as the trends with international 
shipping, environmental protection and resource 
scarcity. The overall objective will be to identify 
the implications of these developments for the 
region and for Singapore. The geographical scope 
for the study will be the Indo-Pacific region.”

01/04/2014

Multi-year

Japanese Security Policy: Military 
Crises, Threat Inflation and Security 
Policy Development

Dr Bhubhindar Singh Associate Professor and Coordinator of the 
Regional Security Architecture Programme

theme Country and Region Studies / International Politics and 
           Security / Maritime Security  
region East Asia and Asia  
entity  IDSS

“One of the most critical changes to Japan’s 
post-Cold War security policy has been the 
incorporation of the Japanese military, known as 
the Self-Defence Force (SDF), as a legitimate 
and important tool in its security policy practice. It 
has developed new roles both outside and within 
the U.S.-Japan alliance to contribute to regional/
international security. The question is how has the 
Japanese security policymaking elite been able 
to bring about this critical change to the security 
policy practice in light of the  domestic social and 
legal constraints that have traditionally prevented 
the expansion of Japan’s security role, in military 
terms, in regional and international affairs. This 
research introduces external military crises as a 
critical cause of this change in Japanese security 
policy. It argues that the security policymaking 
elite constructed or inflated elements of threat 
from an external military crisis as directly affecting 
both the international environment and Japan’s 
national security. This process allowed the securi-
ty policymaking elite to circumvent the social and 
legal limitations and fulfil its role of a responsible 
and engaged actor in regional/international securi-
ty. This study will focus on all military crises faced 
by Japan in the post-Cold War period.”

01/06/2014

162 weeks 



Start      :

Duration: 

Start      :

Duration: 

Start      :

Duration: 

Japan-Southeast Asia Relations: 
Pursuing a Soft Balancing Strategy

Dr Bhubhindar Singh Associate Professor and Coordinator of the 
Regional Security Architecture Programme 

theme Country and Region Studies / 
           International Politics and Security 
region East Asia and Asia Pacific 
entity  IDSS

“This paper counters the dominant view that 
Japan is pursuing a hard balancing strategy to 
achieve its national objectives in response to Chi-
na’s strategic rise especially since the 2000s.
While this might be the case for national defence 
purposes, this strategy does not capture a more
nuanced strategy pursued by Japan towards 
strengthening ties with Southeast Asia. In this re-
gard, Japan has pursued a soft balancing strategy 
utilising soft power tools and defence diplomacy.”

01/02/2016

100 Weeks

A Documentary History of the 
Association of Southeast Asian Nations 
(ASEAN)

Mr Eddie Lim Senior Fellow and Coordinator of the Military 
Studies Programme
Dr Daniel Chua Wei Boon Research Fellow

theme Country and Region Studies / 
           Regionalism and Multilateralism
region Southeast Asia and ASEAN
entity  IDSS

“This project is an update of a previous publication 
by Associate Professor Ang Cheng Guan and Mr 
Eddie Lim. It aims to compile significant docu-
ments produced by ASEAN from 1967 to 2007, 
and develop a thematic commentary that exam-
ines key events in the history of ASEAN.”

01/03/2016

72 weeks

The Security Strategies of 
Middle Powers in the Asia Pacific

Dr Ralf Emmers Professor, Associate Dean and Head of CMS
Ms Sarah Teo Associate Research Fellow

theme International Politics and Security / 
           Regionalism and Multilateralism
region East Asia and Asia Pacific / 
           Southeast Asia and ASEAN
entity  IDSS

“Why do some middle powers adopt a regional 
security strategy that is more functional in nature 
while others seem to rely on a more normative 
one? This book seeks to examine what drives the 
different regional security strategies of four middle 
powers in the Asia Pacific: Australia, Indonesia, 
South Korea and Malaysia. Drawing on the extant 
middle power literature, we claim that the regional 
security strategies of middle powers could take 
two forms, namely functional or normative. A 
functional strategy means that the middle power 
targets its resources to address a specific prob-
lem that it has a high level of interest in, while a 
normative strategy refers to a focus on promoting 
general behavioural standards and confidence 
building at the multilateral level. This book argues 
that whether a middle power ultimately employs 
a more functional or normative regional security 
strategy depends on their resource availability and 
strategic environment.”

11/06/2015

156 Weeks



Start      :

Duration: 

Start      :

Duration: 

Start      :

Duration: 

National Service in Singapore
[Edited Volume]

Mr Ho Shu Huang Associate Research Fellow
Dr Graham Ong-Webb Research Fellow
Mr Eddie Lim Senior Fellow and Coordinator of the Military 
Studies Programme
Ms Nur Diyanah Binte Anwar Research Analyst CENS
Ms Priscilla Cabuyao Research Analyst CENS
Mr Chang Jun Yan Associate Research Fellow 
Dr Bernard Loo Associate Professor and Coordinator of the MSc 
(Strategic Studies) Programme
Mr Eugene Mark Senior Analyst 
Mr Henrik Paulsson Research Analyst 
Dr Terri-Anne Teo Research Fellow CENS
Dr Norman Vasu Senior Fellow and Deputy Head of CENS
Dr Wu Shang-Su Research Fellow 

theme General / Singapore and Homeland Security
region Southeast Asia and ASEAN
entity  IDSS / CENS

“National Service (NS) is one of Singapore’s foun-
dational national defence policies. First introduced 
by the British in 1954, amended in 1967 to provide 
a means to defend a fledgling independent nation, 
and codified into its present form in 1970, NS is 
deeply woven into Singapore’s political and social 
fabric. The 50th anniversary of the enlistment of 
the first batch of full-time National Servicemen is 
an opportune time to contemplate the past, pres-
ent and future of NS. This volume brings together 
a range of perspectives on NS in Singapore. It 
covers three main areas: the history of NS, NS in 
practice, and international perspectives. Com-
prising chapters by individuals with varied back-
grounds, National Service in Singapore hopes 
to offer a broad account of one of Singapore’s 
fundamental public policies.”

03/05/2016

85 weeks

The General’s Intuition: Overconfidence, 
Pattern-Matching, and the Inchon 
Landing Decision

Dr Pascal Vennesson Professor
Ms Amanda Huan Senior Analyst

theme General / Conflict and Stability / 
           International Politics and Security  
region Americas / East Asia and Asia Pacific / Global
entity  IDSS / RSIS

“Can we trust the operational intuitions of gen-
erals? The proponents of the overconfidence 
model, one of the most influential perspectives 
in the psychology of judgment, offer a generally 
skeptical answer. Generals’ operational intuitions 
are likely to be hampered by overconfidence and 
negatively affect military effectiveness. However, 
the outcome of General Douglas MacArthur’s de-
cision to land at Inchon (June–September 1950) 
seemingly contradicts the overconfidence model. 
We seek to complement and refine this framework 
by examining the Inchon landing decision through 
the analytical lens of the recognition-primed 
decision model which argues that, under specific 
circumstances — notably an experienced deci-
sion-maker, an adequate environment regularity 
and an opportunity to learn — generals are able to 
make quick and satisfactory decisions. We argue 
that these conditions were present in the Inchon 
landing case and help explain both the decision 
process and its successful outcome.”

01/09/2016

52 weeks 

Evolution of Indian Nuclear Doctrine

Dr Rajesh Basrur Professor and Coordinator of the South Asia  
Programme

theme International Politics and Security / 
           Country and Region Studies
region South Asia
entity  IDSS

“Post-Cold War India began as a covert nuclear 
power and soon crossed the threshold to become 
a declared nuclear power. The two central ques-
tions that have engaged both policy practitioners 
and scholars since then are: (i) How much is 
enough? That is, what level of capability is ade-
quate for cost-effective nuclear deterrence? And 
(ii) How best can a stable strategic environment 
be maintained under the nuclear shadow? The 
answers to both questions have been and remain 
problematic. The first requires a clearer sense 
of how deterrence actually works, but this is not 
adequately understood. The second is dependent 
on the strategic behaviour of adversaries that are 
not inclined to prioritise stabilising options. This 
paper will engage with the ways in which these 
two basic issues have been approached and 
show how they might be better conceptualised in 
times to come.”

29/11/2016

52 weeks



Start      :

Duration: 

Start      :

Duration: 

Start      :

Duration: 

Defence Reforms in India

Dr Anit Mukherjee Assistant Professor

theme Country and Region Studies / 
           International Politics and Security
region South Asia
entity  IDSS

“This is a chapter in a proposed book co-edited 
by the author tentatively titled India’s Emerging 
Strategic Challenges. This chapter examines the 
process of defence reforms in India. In doing so, 
it describes the evolution in India’s higher de-
fence organisation including post-Kargil defence 
reforms. The chapter also focuses on contempo-
rary debates and analyses the functioning and 
recommendations of the Naresh Chandra and the 
Shekatkar committees — which were created in 
2011 and 2016 respectively, and were tasked to 
revisit the defence reforms process. Next, it will 
assess the prospects for defence reforms under 
Prime Minister Narendra Modi and will conclude 
by suggesting a roadmap for the future.”

15/12/2016

52 weeks

National Security, Economics and
Nuclear Non-Proliferation Norms — 
Retaining or Surrendering Nuclear 
Weapons

Dr Nah Liang Tuang Research Fellow

theme International Politics and Security
region Africa / East Asia and Asia Pacific / Europe / 
           Middle East and North Africa (MENA)
entity  IDSS

“This book examines why states seek to develop 
or retain nuclear weapons, and why some of them 
decide to practice nuclear munitions abnegation. 
This analysis of nuclear policy will employ realism, 
economic liberalism, and both moral and social 
constructivism, to understand official nuclear 
policy. It will also be shown that these explanatory 
facets are interlinked or feed into each other in 
a three-sided framework that shows promise for 
substantiating state decisions to develop/retain or 
surrender the ultimate deterrent.
 
Additionally, my book will attempt to maximise its 
validity by covering all the states that have ac-
quired or inherited nuclear armaments, and have 
either given up their weapons or implemented sig-
nificant disarmament measures. These are South 
Africa, Belarus, Kazakhstan, and Ukraine, for 
cases that have experienced the entire armament 
and disarmament cycle, while North Korea will be 
scrutinised for its nuclear proliferation motivations, 
and its intentions behind denuclearisation mea-
sures from 2007–2008.”

03/01/2017

28 weeks

Risk Taking in War: Command Decisions 
in the Gulf War (1990–1991)

Dr Pascal Vennesson Professor

theme General / Conflict and Stability / 
           International Politics and Security
region Middle East and North Africa (MENA) / Global
entity  IDSS

“In the early morning hours of 2 August 1990, Iraq 
launched the invasion of Kuwait. Soon thereafter, 
the U.S. and their coalition allies started the build-
up of what would become a major air and ground 
campaign leading to the ejection of Iraqi forces 
from Kuwait in February 1991. The goal of this 
case study is to examine key command decisions 
made by both the U.S. and Iraqi political and 
military leaders from the perspective of prospect 
theory, the most influential descriptive theory of 
decision-making under risk in the social sciences.”

01/12/2016

52 weeks



Start      :

Duration: 

Start      :

Duration: 

Start      :

Duration: 

Contesting Visions of Regional Orders in 
East Asia

Dr Bhubhindar Singh Associate Professor and Coordinator of the 
Regional Security Architecture Programme
Dr Tan See Seng Professor of International Relations and Deputy 
Director of IDSS
Mr Shawn Ho Associate Research Fellow
Ms Sarah Teo Associate Research Fellow
Mr Henrick Z. Tsjeng Associate Research Fellow

theme Regionalism and Multilateralism
region East Asia and Asia Pacific / 
           Southeast Asia and ASEAN
entity  IDSS

“Major power dynamics continue to shape East 
Asia’s peace and stability. While the Trump ad-
ministration has declared its intentions to engage 
with regional countries and institutions, challenges 
are emerging to the U.S.-led regional order. Chi-
na, for instance, has implemented initiatives that 
seem like the elements of an alternative regional 
order centred on its leadership. Other regional/
middle powers, including ASEAN and its member 
states, have to navigate these complex dynamics 
and ensure that their own interests are preserved 
in the evolving regional strategic landscape. This 
project will examine four sub-themes: (i) relevance 
and sustainability of U.S.-led regional order; (ii) 
elements of Chinese-led regional order; (iii) impli-
cations for defence multilateralism in East Asia; 
and (iv) prospects for issue-based minilateralism 
in regional security cooperation.”

01/04/2017

52 weeks

Setting the Stage for Singapore’s ASEAN 
Chairmanship in 2018

Dr Bhubhindar Singh Associate Professor and Coordinator of the 
Regional Security Architecture Programme
Dr Tan See Seng Professor of International Relations and Deputy 
Director of IDSS
Mr Shawn Ho Associate Research Fellow
Ms Sarah Teo Associate Research Fellow
Mr Henrick Z. Tsjeng Associate Research Fellow

theme Regionalism and Multilateralism
region East Asia and Asia Pacific / 
           Southeast Asia and ASEAN
entity  IDSS

“ASEAN will be celebrating its 50th anniversary 
in 2017, and Singapore will be assuming the role 
of the ASEAN Chair in 2018. It would be time-
ly to take stock of ASEAN’s achievements and 
challenges over the last five decades, and look 
ahead to the future of the Association. Two main 
themes will guide this research: (i) evaluation of 
ASEAN’s strengths and weaknesses thus far; and 
(ii) assessment of regional dynamics within which 
Singapore will need to navigate and manage as 
2018 ASEAN Chair.”

01/04/2017

52 weeks

Peace Processes in Southern Thailand 
and Southern Philippines: 
A Comparative Study

Mr Eugene Mark Senior Analyst
Dr Graham Ong-Webb Research Fellow

theme International Politics and Security
region Southeast Asia and ASEAN
entity  IDSS

“Both Thailand and the Philippines are home 
to Muslim minorities which have been engaged 
in persistent conflict with the central Thai and 
Philippine governments for decades. The two 
countries have also embarked on peace dialogue 
trajectories. Thailand began a dialogue process in 
February 2013, but nothing much has progressed 
since. The Philippines gained slightly more trac-
tion in the Bangsamoro Peace Process with a final 
peace agreement signed between the Philippine 
government and the Moro Islamic Liberation Front 
(MILF) on 27 March 2014. This research attempts 
to adopt a conflict resolution framework to evalu-
ate the dialogue processes in both Southern Thai-
land and Southern Philippines. This research will 
also analyse the nature and character of peace 
processes in these two Muslim-dominated regions 
by focusing primarily on the motivations underpin-
ning them, which serve as an important litmus test 
for determining whether a dialogue process will 
succeed. The study will also compare and con-
trast the character, developments and trajectories 
of these two dialogue processes so as to distil 
crucial similarities and differences.”

01/03/2017

104 weeks



Start      :

Duration: 

Start      :

Duration: 

Start      :

Duration: 

Can ASEAN Contribute to North Korean 
Denuclearisation?

Dr Nah Liang Tuang Research Fellow

theme Conflict and Stability
region East Asia and Asia Pacific
entity  IDSS

“This paper covers the relatively friendly relations 
between the Association of South East Asian 
Nations (ASEAN) and North Korea. However, 
despite recent efforts by the latter to get the 
former to act as a counterweight to nuclear and 
missile non-proliferation pressure exerted by 
the U.S.-Northeast Asia alliance, this balancing 
appeal has failed because ASEAN steadfastly 
promotes non-proliferation ideals to serve the 
national interests of the bloc’s member states. 
Additionally, the paper proposes that instead of 
merely expressing official disapproval of the North 
Korea’s destabilising policies, ASEAN should 
exert economic and political influence to coax the 
Kim regime towards nuclear munitions and missile 
disarmament.”

12/05/2017

24 weeks

Malaysia’s Relations with the 
United States, China, and Japan

Mr David Han Guo Xiong Research Analyst

theme Country and Region Studies / 
           International Politics and Security / 
           Regionalism and Multilateralism
region East Asia and Asia Pacific / 
           Southeast Asia and ASEAN 
entity  IDSS

“This research project seeks to explore Malay-
sia’s relations with three major powers in the Asia 
Pacific and the impact of such ties on South-
east Asian geopolitics. Malaysia has tradition-
ally sought to maintain an independent foreign 
policy vis-à-vis the United States and China, so 
as to preserve Malaysia’s equidistance to these 
major powers, and work with other Southeast 
Asian countries to ensure that Southeast Asia 
safeguards its neutrality from great power ri-
valry. However, Malaysia faces both external 
and domestic issue that will pose challenges to 
Malaysia’s policy of equidistance towards major 
powers. In recent years, Malaysia and Japan have 
been enhancing diplomatic relations and strength-
ening cooperation in both security and economic 
spheres. Japan’s increased involvement in South-
east would add to the complexity of geopolitical 
dynamics in Southeast Asia. As such, this project 
will examine the aforementioned issues in Malay-
sia’s relations towards these major powers and 
the implications on regional security architecture.”

24/05/2017

40 weeks

Operationalising the Military Balance: 
Perception, Reality, and Stability in 
Southeast Asia

Dr Graham Ong-Webb Research Fellow

theme Conflict and Stability / 
           Country and Region Studies / 
           International Politics and Security / 
           Regionalism and Multilateralism
region Southeast Asia and ASEAN 
entity  IDSS

“This book project aims to fill a gap in the rigour 
and knowledge about military balances, with a 
focus on the balance in Southeast Asia. The term 
“military balance” is used quite loosely in current 
discussions about regional security. In the end, 
both the “perception” and “reality” of a military bal-
ance matters because it is the degree of misper-
ception that lead states to underestimate (or 
over-estimate) the capabilities of others, distorting 
foreign policy positions and realising security 
dilemmas.”

01/05/2017

75 weeks



Start      :

Duration: 

Start      :

Duration: 

Start      :

Duration: 

Educating the Professional Military: 
Civil-Military Relations and Professional
Military Education in India

Dr Anit Mukherjee Assistant Professor

theme Country and Region Studies / 
           International Politics and Security 
region South Asia / Global
entity  IDSS

“This research project analyses the ways in which 
civil-military relations shape professional military 
education. The main argument is that military 
education benefits from a civil-military partner-
ship, whereby civilians play a supportive role in 
military education. Theoretically, this argument 
challenges Samuel Huntington’s notion of “objec-
tive control”—which envisaged a strict separation 
between the civil and military domains. In mak-
ing this argument, the paper examines the role 
of civil-military relations in shaping professional 
military education in India. While describing the 
evolution of military education in India, it analyses 
its weaknesses and argues that this is primarily 
due to its model of civil-military relations, with a 
limited role for civilians. Conceptually this paper 
argues for a greater dialogue on professional 
military education among civilians, policymakers, 
academics, and military officers, not leaving it to 
the military’s domain—as is currently the practice 
in most armies. This project aims to be published 
in an appropriate peer reviewed journal.”

01/06/2017

26 weeks

History and Memory in Contemporary 
China-Russia Relations

Dr Fengshi Wu Associate Professor

theme Conflict and Stability / 
           Country and Region Studies
region East Asia and Asia Pacific / 
           Europe
entity  IDSS

“This project aims to examine the efforts to (re)
construct and revise history writing and collective 
memories by both Chinese and Russian govern-
ments in the recent decade. It will apply con-
structive theories and mixed research methods 
to unfold the interplay of foreign relations, state 
legitimacy and social agencies.”

01/06/2017

52 weeks

Defence and Security in Singapore: 
An Annotated Bibliography

Mr Ho Shu Huang Associate Research Fellow
Dr Samuel Chan Adjunct Lecturer, Australian Defence Forces 
Academy, University of New South Wales

theme Country and Region Studies / 
           Singapore and Homeland Security
region Southeast Asia and ASEAN
entity  IDSS

“This project seeks to compile an annotated bibli-
ography on defence and security issues focused 
on Singapore. This bibliographical database 
will be similar in form to the NTU Library Digital 
Project’s Singapore Literature in English: An An-
notated Bibliography that was launched in 2008. 
Accessible on the Internet in the form of a search-
able catalogue, the database of bibliographical 
entries will be organised by themes and keywords 
accompanied by abstracts. Additionally, informa-
tion on where and how to access the document 
will be provided. Where possible, and copyright 
permitting, a soft copy of the document will also 
be available for download. Envisioned to be a 
living document, this database will be updated 
regularly, and users will also be able to suggest 
additions, as well as highlight any errors in exist-
ing entries.”

01/06/2017

52 weeks



Start      :

Duration: 

Start      :

Duration: 

Start      :

Duration: 

Territorial Sovereignty, Connectivity and 
State Formation: India’s Northeast and 
Southeast Asia

Dr Sinderpal Singh Senior Fellow

theme International Politics and Security
region South Asia / 
           Southeast Asia and ASEAN
entity  IDSS

“India’s Look East Policy (LEP) is often regarded 
as a crucial shift in Indian foreign policy. It seem-
ingly marked the Indian state’s commitment to 
build stronger economic, political and strategic 
ties with the member states of the Association 
of Southeast Asian Nations (ASEAN). However, 
there is a sense that the Indian state has trepida-
tions about India’s North East region (NER), which 
serves as India’s land border with Southeast Asia, 
playing a significant role in this project to build 
closer links to Southeast Asia. In fact, the rela-
tively porous border between India and Myanmar 
in India’s NER is occasionally viewed more as a 
liability than an opportunity. This paper aims to 
examine “Indian” notions of territoriality, chang-
es in India state formation and local (state level) 
perceptions of land connectivity and economic 
development. It generates some insight into the 
manner in which post-colonial states like India 
negotiate the economic demands of greater land 
connectivity with more conventional notions of 
territorial sovereignty.”

01/06/2017

32 weeks

Malaysia in the Muslim World

Dr Mohamed Nawab Mohamed Osman Associate Professor and 
Coordinator of the Malaysia Programme
Mr David Han Guo Xiong Research Analyst

theme Country and Region Studies / 
           International Politics and Security / 
           Religion in Contemporary Society
region East Asia and Asia Pacific / 
           South Asia / 
           Southeast Asia and ASEAN / 
           Middle East and North Africa (MENA) 
entity  IDSS

“This study seeks to examine Malaysia’s role in 
the Muslim world in recent years. Specifically, it 
will examine Malaysia’s Islamic diplomacy to-
wards Muslim states in the international communi-
ty, with a particular focus on the Middle East and 
the Southeast Asian region. This study will also 
explore how recent developments in domestic 
religious contestation have shaped Malaysia’s 
foreign policy, and vice-versa. As religion is play-
ing an increasingly prominent role in international 
politics, this study will shed further insights on 
how religion shapes the international relations of 
Asia. ”

24/06/2017

40 weeks



International Centre for
Political Violence and 
Terrorism Research (ICPVTR)



Start      :

Duration: 

Start      :

Duration: 

Start      :

Duration: 

Islamic State Strategic Messaging & 
Recruitment: The Case of Nusantara in 
Southeast Asia

Mr Remy Mahzam Associate Research Fellow

theme Terrorism Studies / Singapore and Homeland Security
region Southeast Asia / Global
entity  ICPVTR

“This study will examine the Islamic State’s re-
cruitment strategy in Nusantara or Malay Archi-
pelago, which includes Indonesia, Malaysia, the 
Philippines and Singapore, through its jihadist pro-
paganda and media outreach. The research will 
identify the recent tools, strategies and social net-
working platforms utilised by Daesh in their online, 
as well as offline outreach to the Nusantara region 
targeting the Southeast Asian audience. The 
unique aspect of this research is the examination 
of both violent and non-violent characteristics of 
Daesh narratives and propaganda methodology.”

01/12/2016

52 weeks

Chinese Modernisation Policies and its 
Impact on Uyghurs: A Causal 
Explanation of Uyghur Militancy 
1990s-present

Ms Stefanie Kam Associate Research Fellow
Dr Rohan Gunaratna Professor and Head of ICPVTR

theme Conflict and Stability / Country and Region Studies
region Central Asia / East Asia and Asia Pacific
entity  ICPVTR

“This study aims to uncover the causes for the 
rise of ethnic nationalism among the Uyghurs in 
Xinjiang since the early and mid-1990s. In par-
ticular, the study will examine how Uyghurs have 
responded to Beijing’s state-led modernisation 
project aimed at fully integrating the Xinjiang re-
gion. Concepts of ethnicity and identity in political 
science, anthropology and sociology will be used 
in this study.”

01/01/2017

48 weeks

Dynamics of Pro-Islamic State Network 
in Indonesia

V. Arianti Associate Research Fellow

theme Conflict and Stability / Terrorism Studies
region Southeast Asia
entity  ICPVTR

“This paper will examine various extremist net-
works utilised by three prominent Indonesian 
Islamic State (IS) fighters — Bahrun Naim, Abu 
Jandal, and Bahrumsyah — to carry out attacks in 
Indonesia. This paper will also look at the assis-
tance these individuals have given to another 
pro-IS group Mujahidin Indonesia Timur. With 
reference to Marc Sageman’s framework of social 
network, this paper aims to assess whether his 
framework applies in this case, to what extent it 
offers an explanation of IS-led terrorism in Indo-
nesia. ”

17/01/2017

26 weeks



Start      :

Duration: 

Start      :

Duration: 

Start      :

Duration: 

A Threat Analysis of Southeast Asian 
Returnees from Syria and Iraq: A Look at 
Al Qaeda and Islamic State Recruits

Mr Jasminder Singh Senior Analyst

theme Terrorism Studies / Singapore and Homeland Security
region Southeast Asia and ASEAN
entity  ICPVTR

“The paper will assess the threat posed by Al 
Qaeda and Islamic State returnees from Syria 
and Iraq to countries in Southeast Asia. The paper 
aims to trace the status of these returnees and 
assess the threat they pose. Of particular interest 
to this paper is an assessment of how many such 
returnees have been incarcerated, re-incorporated 
into society or have joined other terrorist organisa-
tions.”

01/02/2017

24 weeks

Normalising Violence: Case Studies from 
Around the World

Dr Irm Haleem Assistant Professor and Manager (Research & 
Publications)

theme General / Terrorism Studies
region Global
entity  ICPVTR

“This is a multi-authored edited volume where Dr 
Haleem will serve both as the editor and the au-
thor of the Introduction to this volume. The various 
authors of the chapters in this volume will argue 
for or against the framework that Dr Haleem will 
present in the Introduction, which will comprise 
the arguments she forwarded in her single-au-
thored article, “Normalising Violence”. This volume 
will expand on the phenomenon of normalising 
violence through contributions from authors who 
will write about such normalisation in the countries 
of their expertise. The volume thus seeks to offer 
a critical analysis of the phenomenon of normalis-
ing violence worldwide.”

01/02/2017

48 weeks

Radicalisation of Women Jihadists: 
Case Studies of Afghanistan, 
Bangladesh, India and Pakistan

Ms Sara Mahmood Research Analyst

theme Country and Region Studies / Terrorism Studies
region South Asia
entity  ICPVTR

“This research will focus on the female members 
of self-styled Islamic State in Iraq and Syria (ISIS), 
discerning the nature of their participation against 
the backdrop of women’s roles in jihadism in the 
Afghanistan, Pakistan, India and Bangladesh. 
By looking at specific case studies, the research 
will examine the processes of radicalisation for 
these women and the attraction of ISIS ideology 
within social context of the countries. In addition, 
the study will detail the possible evolution of their 
roles and importance to ISIS in the context of 
strengthening its wilayats [provinces] in light of the 
defeat within its strongholds in Iraq and Syria.”

01/02/2017

25 weeks



Start      :

Duration: 

Start      :

Duration: 

Start      :

Duration: 

The Rise of Uyghur Militancy in 
Southeast Asia: An Assessment

Mr Nodirbek Soliev Senior Analyst

theme Terrorism Studies
region East Asia and Asia Pacific / Southeast Asia and ASEAN / 
           Middle East and North Africa (MENA)
entity  ICPVTR

“Southeast Asia is witnessing evolving security 
risks deriving from the unprecedented presence 
of Chinese Uyghur militants in the region. First 
reports of Uyghur militants’ presence in Southeast 
Asia came out in September 2014 when Indo-
nesian police arrested four Uyghurs attempting 
to link up with Indonesia’s pro-IS militant group 
named Mujahidin Indonesia Timor (MIT) in Su-
lawesi. Since then, at least 10 more Uyghurs were 
arrested or killed for their involvement in militant 
activities in Indonesia and Thailand. 

Although they are ethnic Uyghurs from China, 
there are different push and pull factors, motives, 
ideological attachments and external linkages 
leading them to engage in militancy in Southeast 
Asia. This article aims to study the issue in greater 
detail to ascertain the level of the current threat 
posed by Uyghur militancy in the region.”

01/02/2017

32 weeks

Countering ISIS Call for Hijra: 
Reviewing Hijra Through the Lens of 
Maqasid Ash-Shariah

Mr Muhammad Saiful Alam Shah Bin Sudiman Associate 
Research Fellow

theme Terrorism Studies / 
           Religion in Contemporary Society
region Global
entity  ICPVTR

“This research paper will focus on the notion of 
Hijra, which ISIS used to strengthen its rank and 
file. It will argue that modern jihadists’ use of Hijra 
is different from the Hijra of the Prophet because 
it is a misrepresentation of history. More impor-
tantly, it fails to satisfy the Maqasid Syari’a or 
the objectives of Syari’a law. This paper will offer 
an ideological rebuttal strategy to counter ISIS’ 
call for Hijra, and will also attempt to address the 
ideological flaws in the call which Foreign Terrorist 
Fighters are unaware of.

- Submitted to JD Journal for Deradicalisation. 
Some revision is required. Submission dateline by 
mid-September 2017.”

01/04/2017

16 weeks

Challenges in Counter Terrorism Work: 
The Notion of Syafaat [intercession]

Mr Muhammad Saiful Alam Shah Bin Sudiman Associate 
Research Fellow

theme Terrorism Studies / 
           Religion in Contemporary Society
region Global 
entity  ICPVTR

“Islamic theology dictates there are individuals 
honoured by God to intercede his family members 
in the day of resurrection. A martyr is one of them. 
Undeniably, this has influenced many jihadi to 
believe that to perish in the course of jihad opera-
tion would land them this privilege. This paper will 
examine the notion of Syafaat [intercession] from 
classical Islamic text viewpoint. It seeks to explain 
how the concept is not only misunderstood and 
applied in the wrong context, jihadists on one 
hand and the confused public on the other often 
overlook strict criteria of arm jihad vis-à-vis mar-
tyrdom. Significantly, the paper will also identify 
this confusion as a challenge in counter-terrorism 
efforts.”

25/04/2017

16 weeks



Start      :

Duration: 

Start      :

Duration: 

Start      :

Duration: 

Religion, Misogyny and Otherising in 
Pakistan

Ms Sara Mahmood Research Analyst

theme General / Terrorism Studies
region South Asia
entity  ICPVTR

“The Al-Huda Institute was established in 1994 
in Pakistan, as a mainstream Islamic religious 
school for women. The institute normalises vio-
lence through its patriarchal and exclusivist narra-
tives where violence is moralised and legitimised 
against women and Shias. By drawing upon 
Arthur Deikman’s understanding of religious cults, 
this chapter will illustrate such normalisation with 
references to four factors: (i) compliance with a 
group; (ii) dependence on a leader; (iii) devaluing/
dehumanising the outsiders; and (iv) elimination 
of dissent. This chapter will contend that Al-Huda 
creates a particular “Sunni Muslim female” identity 
that subjugates these women and further other-
ises the Shias. These narratives and worldviews 
lead a segment of the members to legitimise and 
internalise domestic violence and violence against 
Shias in Pakistan.
 
This research will be in the form of a chapter for 
an edited volume, Normalising Violence: Case 
Studies, edited by Dr Irm Haleem.”

01/05/2017

20 weeks

Women and Terrorism: 
Interdisciplinary Perspectives

Ms Sara Mahmood Research Analyst
Dr Rohan Gunaratna Professor and Head of ICPVTR

theme Conflict and Stability / 
           Terrorism Studies
region Europe / South Asia / Southeast Asia / 
           Middle East and North Africa (MENA)
entity  ICPVTR

“Despite the evident involvement of women in 
terrorism, the subject continues to be clouded by 
androcentric perspectives. This leads to a limit-
ed understanding of the important roles women 
possess within radical Islamist and non-Islamist 
groups, such as al-Qaeda and IS, and the Chech-
en Black Widows and the Liberation Tigers of 
Tamil Eelam (LTTE). Not fully understanding the 
dimensions of women’s participation in terrorist 
groups impedes effective policymaking to curb 
their radicalisation processes. Hence, this edited 
book will bring together diverse perspectives and 
case studies from different countries/regions on 
women in extremist and terrorist groups to draw 
some key lessons challenging mainstream as-
sumptions and present policies on the subject.”

15/05/2017

50 weeks

The Cow, Hindutva and Violence in India

Mr Mohammed Sinan Siyech Research Analyst
Ms Akanksha Narain Visiting Fellow

theme Country and Region Studies / 
           Regionalism and Multilateralism / 
           Religion in Contemporary Society
region South Asia
entity  ICPVTR

“Chapter for an edited volume, Normalising Vio-
lence: Case Studies, edited by Dr Irm Haleem.
This chapter examines the public discourse on 
the cow as a sacred entity, which has influenced 
the legislation in India. It analyses the cow, which 
has been used to define the Indian identity as a 
defacto Hindu nationalism leading to xenophobia 
of minority groups such as Muslims and Christians 
along religious lines.

Thus, a new language and set of norms have 
entered the public discourse, which redefines 
“national” and “anti-national”. This redefining 
of national identity along religious lines has led 
to increasing intolerance towards these “other” 
groups, which in turn has given way to normalis-
ing violence against such groups.”

01/06/2017

12 weeks



Start      :

Duration: 

Start      :

Duration: 

Start      :

Duration: 

Uyghur Knifings in China

Mr Nodirbek Soliev Senior Analyst

theme Conflict and Stability / 
           Terrorism Studies
region East Asia and Asia Pacific
entity  ICPVTR

“After the 2009 inter-ethnic clashes between local 
Uyghur and Han Chinese communities in China’s 
Xinjiang province, communal violence committed 
by the Uyghur Muslim minority has taken on a 
new dimension. Mass stabbing with knives has 
emerged as a common tactic in the Uyghur sep-
aratist resistance against Beijing. These attacks 
have largely been spontaneous and indiscrimi-
nate in nature and often carried out by random 
individuals, not organised terrorist groups. In this 
chapter, I will focus on the various narratives and 
rhetoric that have encouraged and justified Uy-
ghurs to adopt violence through delegitimising the 
Chinese state as an “occupier”, “oppressor” and 
as an “anti-Muslim infidel government”. In con-
trast, Uyghurs have portrayed themselves as the 
“oppressed victims” who are not only engaged in 
self-defence, but are challenging the illegitimacy 
of their violence. This research will be published in 
the form of a chapter in an edited volume, Nor-
malising Violence: Case Studies, edited by Dr Irm 
Haleem.”

05/06/2017

20 weeks



Centre of Excellence for
National Security (CENS)



Start      :

Duration: 

Start      :

Duration: 

Start      :

Duration: 

The Maligned Malays and National 
Service

Dr Norman Vasu Senior Fellow and Deputy Head of CENS
Ms Nur Diyanah Binte Anwar Research Analyst

theme General / Conflict and Stability / 
           Country and Region Studies / 
           Singapore and Homeland Security / 
           Religion in Contemporary Society
region Southeast Asia and ASEAN
entity  CENS

“Perceived systemic discrimination of Malays 
found within Singapore’s system of National 
Service (NS) remains a bugbear in discussions on 
the nation’s defence. With NS being the means 
through which Singapore services the manpower 
needs of its military, police and civil defence forc-
es, conscripted Malays are held to be over-repre-
sented in the police and civil defence forces while 
under-represented in the military — especially in 
elements considered “sensitive” by the military. 
While the Singapore government has maintained 
there has been progress in the integration of Ma-
lays within all elements of the Singapore Armed 
Forces over the years, questions surrounding the 
pace of integration still do arise. Building on the lit-
erature on ethnicity and conscription, this chapter 
explores the experience of Malay Singaporeans 
in NS.”

03/05/2016

60 weeks

Multiracialism

Dr Norman Vasu Senior Fellow and Deputy Head of CENS
Ms Juhi Ahuja Senior Analyst

theme General / Conflict and Stability / 
           Country and Region Studies / 
           Singapore and Homeland Security / 
           Religion in Contemporary Society
region Singapore
entity  CENS

“This monograph discusses the significance of 
multiracialism as one of the central components 
of nationhood in Singapore by tracing the manner 
in which race relations have been understood and 
managed in Singapore.”

22/05/2017

12 weeks

Exporting Jihad to the Philippines

Mr Joseph Franco Research Fellow

theme General / Conflict and Stability / 
           Country and Region Studies
region Southeast Asia
entity  CENS

“[Book chapter for Palgrave Publishing, estimated 
publication date 1st Quarter of 2018]

The Southern Philippine island of Mindanao, be-
set by both communist and Muslim insurgencies, 
has enough troubles of its own without linkage 
to the global jihad of al-Qaeda and now ISIS. Yet 
jihadist propaganda and a small but influential 
group of “experts” regularly cite Mindanao as the 
westerly outpost of the global jihad. Immediately 
following 9/11, Mindanao was branded as the next 
Afghanistan — a potential sanctuary or breeding 
ground for international jihadists to thrive. The Abu 
Sayyaf Group, Maute Group, Ansar Al-Khilafah 
Philippines, the Bangsamoro Islamic Freedom 
Fighters, among others regularly wrap themselves 
in the ISIS flag for the cameras, as their predeces-
sors did with al-Qaeda. This chapter will critically 
dissect the claims and evidence of the nature of 
the Filipino connection to the jihad.”

02/03/2017

24 weeks



Centre for Non-Traditional
Security Studies (NTS Centre)



Start      :

Duration: 

Start      :

Duration: 

Start      :

Duration: 

Community Protection and 
Empowerment 

Dr Mely Caballero-Anthony Associate Professor and Head of NTS 
Centre
Dr Alistair D. B. Cook Research Fellow and Coordinator of the 
Humanitarian Assistance and Disaster Relief (HADR) Programme
Dr Tamara Nair Research Fellow
Ms Vishalini Chandara Sagar Senior Analyst

theme Conflict and Stability / Non-Traditional Security / 
           International Politics and Security
region East Asia and Asia Pacific / South Asia / 
           Southeast Asia and ASEAN / Global
entity  NTS Centre

“This project aims to (i) map the most vulnerable 
populations across the world to better understand 
their needs and vulnerabilities; and (ii) to under-
stand the capacity of communities to respond 
in the event of crises. This project will map out 
marginalised communities as well as regions that 
are more prone to disasters and violence. Special 
focus will be given to regions where these various 
categories overlap as they are defined as com-
plex security environments. This project will also 
look at specific ways to help these communities 
to protect themselves in crisis situations and also 
determine where and what type of humanitarian 
assistance should be provided to help them. This 
project also seeks to bring together the public, 
private and people sectors to debate on best prac-
tices when dealing with vulnerable communities.”

01/04/2015

Multi-year

Emerging HADR Landscape in Asia 

Dr Mely Caballero-Anthony Associate Professor and Head of NTS 
Centre 
Dr Alistair D. B. Cook Research Fellow and Coordinator of the 
Humanitarian Assistance and Disaster Relief (HADR) Programme
Ms Vishalini Chandara Sagar Senior Analyst

theme Conflict and Stability / Non-Traditional Security / 
           Regionalism and Multilateralism / 
           International Politics and Security 
region Americas / East Asia and Asia Pacific / South Asia / 
           Southeast Asia and ASEAN / Global
entity  NTS Centre

“This project will: (i) identify trends and devel-
opments in the HADR environment of Asia over 
the next decade; (ii) assess new and emerging 
humanitarian actors (both state and non-state) 
utilising a multi-dimensional and holistic approach 
across different levels of analysis (community, na-
tional, regional and international); and (iii) include 
emerging trends in preparedness, response and 
the evolution of regional frameworks. The over-
all objective will be to identify the implications of 
these developments for Singapore and the wider 
region. The geographical scope of the study will 
be the Asia Pacific. This project will support the 
delivery of one of the six policy briefs for FY15/16 
– FY17/18 and an edited collection of papers to 
be published. It is intended to host an annual 
writer’s workshop for scholars and practitioners to 
develop key contributions to the project, a region-
al HADR network and facilitate the building of a 
bridge between academia and policy.”

01/04/2015

Multi-year

Humanitarian Assistance and Disaster 
Relief (HADR) Database

Dr Mely Caballero-Anthony Associate Professor and Head of NTS 
Centre 
Dr Alistair D. B. Cook Research Fellow and Coordinator of the 
Humanitarian Assistance and Disaster Relief (HADR) Programme
Ms Vishalini Chandara Sagar Senior Analyst

theme Conflict and Stability / Non-Traditional Security / 
           Regionalism and Multilateralism / 
           International Politics and Security 
region East Asia and Asia Pacific / South Asia / 
           Southeast Asia and ASEAN / Global
entity  NTS Centre

“The programme intends to establish a HADR 
database that will provide the basis upon which to 
capture lessons learnt and reflections on HADR 
operations. This will provide an avenue to build 
institutional memory on HADR and the evidence 
for periodic briefings on HADR developments. Its 
success will be dependent on the ability to engage 
with returning and serving relief workers and mili-
tary personnel involved in HADR activities.”

01/04/2015 

Multi-year



Start      :

Duration: 

Start      :

Duration: 

Start      :

Duration: 

Humanitarian Effectiveness 

Dr Mely Caballero-Anthony Associate Professor and Head of NTS 
Centre 
Dr Alistair D. B. Cook Research Fellow and Coordinator of the 
Humanitarian Assistance and Disaster Relief (HADR) Programme
Ms Vishalini Chandara Sagar Senior Analyst

theme Conflict and Stability / Non-Traditional Security / 
           Regionalism and Multilateralism / 
           International Politics and Security
region East Asia and Asia Pacific / South Asia / 
           Southeast Asia and ASEAN / Global
entity  NTS Centre

“The project will address the challenge of better 
emergency disaster response in complex situa-
tions and evaluate the quality and impact of assis-
tance by militaries and civilian organisations. The 
project aims to: (i) improve responses specifically 
including civil-military relations through dialogue, 
coordination, needs assessment, the development 
of a HADR database; and (ii) identify pathways to 
promote more effective HADR.”

01/04/2015 

Multi-year

Humanitarian Technology and Private 
Sector Engagement 

Dr Mely Caballero-Anthony Associate Professor and Head of NTS 
Centre 
Dr Alistair D. B. Cook Research Fellow and Coordinator of the 
Humanitarian Assistance and Disaster Relief (HADR) Programme
Ms Vishalini Chandara Sagar Senior Analyst

theme Conflict and Stability / Non-Traditional Security / 
           Regionalism and Multilateralism / 
           International Politics and Security
region East Asia and Asia Pacific / South Asia / 
           Southeast Asia and ASEAN / Global
entity  NTS Centre

“This project aims to (i) examine the field of 
humanitarian technology as applied to a broad-
ly defined context of crises encompassing both 
natural disasters and conflict zones; and (ii) exam-
ine how humanitarian actors can engage better 
with various stakeholders from the private sector. 
This project will evaluate the use of humanitarian 
technology and identify the impact technology 
has on humanitarian responses, such as the use 
of drones for needs assessment, as well as the 
emergent challenges of information technology, 
big data and technological innovations in human-
itarian action. This project will also identify the 
private sector resources and networks that can be 
utilised when it comes to disaster management.”

01/04/2015 

164 weeks

Mapping Regional Frameworks for 
Nuclear Energy Governance in the Asia 
Pacific

Dr Mely Caballero-Anthony Associate Professor and Head of NTS 
Centre 
Mr Julius Cesar Trajano Associate Research Fellow

theme Energy Security / 
           Cybersecurity, Biosecurity and Nuclear Safety / 
           Non-Traditional Security
region East Asia and Asia Pacific / Southeast Asia and ASEAN
entity  NTS Centre

“The project explores pathways toward building a 
robust framework for nuclear energy governance 
in the Asia Pacific, including ASEAN. It has the 
following objectives:

1. To look into the nuclear energy plans of East 
Asian/ASEAN countries, including the construction 
of nuclear power plants in the region. Part of this ob-
jective is to identify the critical issues and challenges 
to NPP development in the region, with special focus 
on the safety, security and protection of nuclear facil-
ities and radioactive materials.
2. To examine the regulatory frameworks on nuclear 
energy in ASEAN and the Asia Pacific. It includes 
understanding how international norms and frame-
works on nuclear safety and security can inform 
regional nuclear governance cooperation in ASEAN, 
including the role of ASEAN Network of Regulatory 
Bodies on Atomic Energy (ASEANTOM).
3. To explore the feasibility of a “wider regional 
framework/blueprint for nuclear energy cooperation 
in the Asia Pacific”, building on some of the existing 
regional frameworks such as the Southeast Asia 
Nuclear Weapons Free Zone (SEANWFZ) Treaty, 
Forum for Nuclear Cooperation in Asia, etc. This will 
be done through the participation of RSIS in Track 
1.5/2 networks such as the CSCAP-Nuclear Energy 
Experts Group and International Nuclear Security 
Education Network (INSEN).”

01/09/2015

156 weeks



Start      :

Duration: 

Start      :

Duration: 

Start      :

Duration: 

Knowledge Management for 
Humanitarian Continuity (Project 3 of 
Choped-Asia project) Analysing the 
disaster relief of a specific case study.

Dr Mely Caballero-Anthony Associate Professor and Head of NTS 
Centre 
Dr Alistair D. B. Cook Research Fellow and Coordinator of the 
Humanitarian Assistance and Disaster Relief (HADR) Programme
Mr Ennio V. Picucci Research Associate

theme Country and Region Studies / 
           International Politics and Security / 
           Non-Traditional Security / 
           Regionalism and Multilateralism
region East Asia and Asia Pacific
entity  NTS Centre

Case study analysis of a past event on Asia 
Pacific in which disaster relief efforts took place.

01/09/2016

104 weeks

Mapping and Analysis of HADR 
Landscape (Project 2 of Choped-Asia 
project) Project will build a solid 
foundation by analysing the HADR 
actors involved in the Asia-Pacific

Dr Mely Caballero-Anthony Associate Professor and Head of NTS 
Centre 
Dr Alistair D. B. Cook Research Fellow and Coordinator of the 
Humanitarian Assistance and Disaster Relief (HADR) Programme
Mr Ennio V. Picucci Research Associate

theme Country and Region Studies / 
           International Politics and Security / 
           Non-Traditional Security / 
           Regionalism and Multilateralism
region East Asia and Asia Pacific
entity  NTS Centre

For a comprehensive understanding of the 
regional landscape, this project will build a solid 
foundation by analysing the current and emerg-
ing actors involved in HADR in the Asia Pacific. 
Through mapping the landscape and then analys-
ing their interactions, we will develop the intel-
lectual capacity in Singapore to contribute to the 
global debate and provide an assessment of how 
the mechanisms in the region can coordinate the 
region’s response when disasters strike.

01/09/2016

104 weeks

Assessing Gaps and Opportunities in 
Food Safety for Safer Food Production
in ASEAN

Dr Mely Caballero-Anthony Associate Professor and Head of NTS 
Centre 
Mr Jose Ma Luis P. Montesclaros Associate Research Fellow
Dr Jorgen Schlundt Professor and Director, NTU Food Technology 
Centre

theme Non-Traditional Security
region Southeast Asia and ASEAN
entity  NTS Centre

“This project aims to examine the current threats 
to food safety in ASEAN and explore ways to 
foster and enhance collaboration on food security. 
This project will produce a policy-relevant paper 
on how ASEAN as an institution, and its mem-
ber states can address the types of food-borne 
diseases (FBD) that have plagued the region 
over the years. This is to be achieved by map-
ping out the ASEAN institutions involved in FBD 
management, and identifying gaps when com-
pared to successful FBD management systems 
in countries/institutions such as Denmark and the 
European Union. This study will be limited to the 
top three to four diseases related to biotic factors 
(such as bacteria, parasites, and viruses), identi-
fied based on World Health Organization (WHO) 
Data. Literature review and stakeholder interviews 
will be done to provide insights on the ground. 
This research is being done in collaboration with 
the newly established NTU Food Technology Cen-
tre (NAFTEC).”

01/11/2016

52 weeks



Start      :

Duration: 

Start      :

Duration: 

Start      :

Duration: 

Emerging Peatland Governance in 
Tropical Southeast Asia: 
A Political Ecology Research

Dr Rini Astuti Research Fellow
Mr Jose Ma Luis P. Montesclaros Associate Research Fellow

theme Non-Traditional Security
region Southeast Asia and ASEAN
entity  NTS Centre

“The aim of this research is to critically examine 
how “haze and peatland fires-free” policies are 
designed, prioritised, and implemented in Indone-
sia and negotiated in ASEAN. It aims to interpret 
Indonesia’s peatland restoration strategy as a 
form of eco-governmentality. This will be done by 
analysing the institutions, technologies and bodies 
of knowledge through which state and non-state 
actors seek to govern the behaviour of stakehold-
ers in peatland areas. It will focus on the effects 
of policy interventions formed under peatland 
protection and restoration on business strategies 
of pulp & paper and palm oil industries in Indone-
sia, Malaysia and Singapore, and how industries 
respond. Finally, it will look into how the same 
interventions affect the security of local commu-
nities’ livelihoods, and how these communities 
respond. This will involve identifying alternative 
commodities that smallholder farmers can grow in 
peat soils once restored to natural moist/wet con-
ditions, and agricultural technologies that ensure 
that the alternative commodities are competitive 
and are able to provide economic livelihood in the 
long-run.”

01/11/2016

104 weeks

Contributing to Food Security and 
Fulfilling Agriculture’s Commercial 
Potential through Urban and Peri-Urban 
Agriculture in Singapore

Dr Paul Teng Professor and Adjunct Senior Fellow
Mr Jose Ma Luis P. Montesclaros Associate Research Fellow

theme Non-Traditional Security
region East Asia and Asia Pacific / Southeast Asia and ASEAN
entity  NTS Centre

“Singapore imports more than 90 per cent of its 
total food consumption, and grows some quanti-
ties of eggs, fish and vegetables. There are plans 
of boosting these numbers, although any initiative 
will need to value-add to the country’s economy 
and productivity.  In order to be more food secure 
amid the limitation of space, the government has 
supported technologies such as vertical farming, 
and provided funding to help farmers upgrade 
practices. This study will look into the types of 
technologies that can be leveraged to boost farm-
ing’s productivity, and allow for greater production 
within the limits of space, water and labour.  It 
will further study the enabling environment for 
technology, focussing on the technology-policy 
interface. The first application is an exploration of 
agricultural technologies (agtech) applicable to 
urban and peri-urban agriculture (UPA). There is 
a parallel collaboration with the Singapore Cen-
tre for Research in Innovation, Productivity and 
Technology (SCRIPT), Murdoch University, in 
assessing the viability of identified agtech, and the 
commodities they apply to.”

01/12/2016

52 weeks

Marine Environmental Protection
Governance in the South China Sea: 
Prospects of Cooperation

Dr Rini Astuti Research Fellow
Dr Lina Gong Research Fellow
Ms Margareth Sembiring Senior Analyst
Mr Julius Cesar Trajano Associate Research Fellow

theme Non-Traditional Security
region Southeast Asia and ASEAN
entity  NTS Centre

“This project will attempt to fill the research gap 
in the current policy debates and studies on the 
South China Sea disputes by examining marine 
environmental protection in this contested strate-
gic sealane based on the existing literature and 
discussions. This project will explore the norms 
of marine environmental protection and regional 
cooperation as applied to the South China Sea. 
It will also highlight the importance of marine en-
vironmental protection as a shared responsibility 
of claimant states, ASEAN and relevant Dialogue 
Partners (e.g. Japan, China, the U.S., and Aus-
tralia). It will explore the prospects of regional co-
operation on marine environmental cooperation in 
the South China Sea and identify key issues that 
may hinder regional cooperation. It will likewise 
explore the applicability of current international 
environmental laws and conventions to the South 
China Sea, and how they can complement region-
al initiatives to protect the marine ecosystem in 
the disputed waters.”

01/05/2017

104 weeks



Centre for Multilateralism Studies
(CMS)



Start      :

Duration: 

Start      :

Duration: 

Start      :

Duration: 

IMF = I’M Fired?: IMF Program 
Participation and Workers’ Rights

Dr Lee Su-Hyun Assistant Professor

theme General / International Political Economy
region Global
entity  CMS 

“This research project examines the effects of 
the International Monetary Fund (IMF) on labour 
rights. Critics of the IMF contend that participation 
in an IMF programme is detrimental to workers’ 
rights as the IMF tries to impose pro-business 
labour policies via conditionality. In this paper, we 
will argue that while the IMF might have tried to 
make IMF programmes more beneficial to work-
ers, those efforts are too little to reverse the over-
all negative effects on labour rights in both short 
and long term. Utilising a labour rights dataset 
and the IMF labour market conditionality dataset 
for 89 countries, we will demonstrate that IMF 
programmes with stricter labour market conditions 
have more detrimental effects on both de jure 
labour rights and de facto labour practices.”

15/11/2014

138 weeks

A Study to Analyse the Impact of FTAs 
and Mega-FTAs   

Dr Pradumna Bickram Rana Associate Professor and Coordinator 
of the International Political Economy Programme

theme International Political Economy / 
           Regionalism and Multilateralism
region East Asia and Asia Pacific / South Asia / 
           Southeast Asia and ASEAN 
entity  CMS 

“This research analyses the impact of FTAs and 
Mega-FTAs on Asian countries and focuses on 
the following research questions:

(1) Despite the preponderance of research 
     evidence that economic impacts of FTAs are  
     relatively small, why are countries so eager to 
     sign FTAs and join mega-FTAs?

(2) What are the benefits and costs of FTAs?

(3) Are the mega-FTAs, such as TPP, TTIP, RCEP, 
     being negotiated complementary or 
     competitive with each other? Are they stepping 
     stones or stumbling blocks to multilateralism? 
     How should Asian countries respond?

(4) Since mega-FTAs are likely to play a 
      leading role in making rules on international 
      trade, how will they impact on WTO’s 
      centrality? Going forward, what are the 
      possible scenarios - will mega-FTAs 
      undermine the WTO?”

01/03/2015

160 weeks

Ethnic Diversity, Political Institutions, 
and the Provision of Public Goods

Dr Lee Su-Hyun Assistant Professor

theme General / International Political Economy 
region Global
entity  CMS  

“Much previous research has identified ethnic 
diversity as one of the major factors explaining 
cross-national differences in economic growth 
and public policy outcomes. Diversity is nega-
tively associated with various aspects of good 
governance, as it hinders the ability of a society 
to communicate on common goals and to sanc-
tion those who fail to cooperate. Then why are 
some countries more successful in overcoming 
the costs of ethnic division and providing more 
public goods than others? This paper will argue 
that the relationship between diversity and public 
good provisions depends on domestic political 
institutions that shape the incentives and abilities 
of representative policymakers to serve broad, na-
tional constituencies. Using data on public policy 
outcomes and party politics in 78 countries for the 
period 1980-2015, we will find that high levels of 
party system nationalisation significantly mitigate 
the negative effects of diversity on public goods 
provision.”

15/03/2016

88 weeks



Start      :

Duration: 

Start      :

Duration: 

Start      :

Duration: 

Decentralising Financial and 
Development Architecture 

Dr Pradumna Bickram Rana Associate Professor and Coordinator 
of the International Political Economy Programme
Dr Ramon Pacheco Lecturer at King’s College, London, U.K.

theme International Political Economy / 
           Regionalism and Multilateralism 
region Southeast Asia and ASEAN 
entity  CMS

“This research focuses on the factors that are 
leading to the decentralisation of the global eco-
nomic architecture and how this is complicating 
the issue of global economic governance. It also 
focuses on how complementarity between global 
and regional institutions could be promoted.”

01/06/2016

90 weeks

Global Shocks and the New Global and 
Regional Financial Architecture

Dr Pradumna Bickram Rana Associate Professor and Coordinator 
of the International Political Economy Programme
Dr Naoyuki Yoshino Dean, ADBI
Mr Peter Morgan Consultant, ADBI

theme International Political Economy / 
           Regionalism and Multilateralism
region Southeast Asia and ASEAN
entity  CMS

“This book analyses the vulnerabilities of Asian 
economies to external economic and financial 
shocks and assesses the performance of Asian 
regional institutions in financial surveillance and 
cooperation. It also assesses the on-going re-
forms of the global financial architecture.”

01/06/2016

90 weeks

ASEAN’s Institutional Responses to the 
Changing Security-Economics Nexus

Dr Kaewkamol (Karen) Pitakdumrongkit Assistant Professor and 
Deputy Head of CMS

theme International Political Economy / 
           Regionalism and Multilateralism 
region East Asia and Asia Pacific / Southeast Asia and ASEAN
entity  CMS 

“This paper examines ASEAN’s responses to the 
changing economic-security nexus. It assesses 
how the notion of economic security has evolved 
over time and examines ASEAN’s collective strat-
egies to cope with it in three issue areas — trade, 
money and finance, and infrastructure develop-
ment. This paper also identifies the key conditions 
which lead to successful regional cooperation.”

01/10/2016

40 weeks



Start      :

Duration: 

Start      :

Duration: 

Start      :

Duration: 

Labour Market Institutions and Outward 
Foreign Direct Investment in Developed 
Democracies

Dr Lee Chia-yi Assistant Professor

theme International Political Economy / 
           Country and Region Studies 
region East Asia and Asia Pacific / Americas / Europe 
entity  CMS 

“This project is co-authored with Dr Mi Jeong 
Shin. Recent political issues over bringing back 
firms in the United States show the economic and 
political consequences of a significant amount of 
outward foreign direct investment (OFDI) in devel-
oped democracies. Despite this growing attention 
to OFDI, little is known about what drives OFDI 
in those countries. Drawing upon the literature 
linking domestic institutions and economic perfor-
mance, we argue that countries with a more cen-
tralized wage bargaining system and higher union 
density are more likely to have a higher level of 
OFDI, because stronger labour power drives firms 
to exit the country. We test this argument using 
both aggregate- and firm-level data in developed 
democracies.

[Update] An early draft of this project has been 
done, and our preliminary findings suggest that la-
bour power and OFDI have an inverted-U relation-
ship. Specifically, increasing labour power drives 
capital out of the country, but firms would tend 
to stay in an institutionalised environment where 
labour power is well-regulated.”

01/10/2016

52 weeks

Why and Under What Conditions are 
Women More Open to Foreign Direct 
Investment?

Dr Lee Chia-yi Assistant Professor
Dr Mi Jeong Shin Assistant Professor, Shanghai University of 
Finance and Economics

theme International Political Economy
region Global
entity  CMS 

“This project is co-authored with Dr Mi Jeong Shin 
at Shanghai University of Finance and Econom-
ics. In this project we explore two questions: Is 
there a gender difference in the formation of FDI 
preferences?; What explains the gender gap and 
under what conditions is such gender gap wider? 
We argue that women are more open to FDI than 
men because multinational firms generally pro-
vide better working conditions and higher wages 
than domestic firms. In addition, in countries 
where FDI is concentrated on the manufacturing 
sector, women tend to like FDI more than men, 
because manufacturing FDI generally contributes 
to a higher level of female labour force participa-
tion. To test our argument, we use a wide range 
of datasets on individual attitudes towards FDI 
around the world. The first draft of this project will 
be presented at the American Political Science 
Association Annual Meeting in September 2017.”

10/5/2017

52 weeks

Leader Time Horizons and the Rate of 
Natural Resource Extraction

Dr Lee Chia-yi Assistant Professor

theme International Political Economy / Energy Security
region Global
entity  CMS 

“This project aims to explore what affects the pace 
of natural resource extraction and production. 
Theoretically, natural resources, particularly oil, 
are highly lucrative, so countries richly endowed 
with natural resources may want to extract them 
as fast as possible. However, we have witnessed 
that some countries delay their oil projects or 
keep the oil in the ground. This paper argues how 
leaders discount the future affects their decision of 
natural resource production. Specifically, if leaders 
have their power secured and expect a longer 
time horizon, they may want to save for the future, 
so they will extract natural resources at a slower 
pace. The theory was tested using data on oil pro-
duction and leaders’ time horizons, and a negative 
effect of leader time horizons on the oil production 
growth rate was found. This preliminary finding 
is consistent with the literature that leaders’ time 
horizons may affect their policy preferences. A 
draft of this paper will be presented at the ISA In-
ternational Conference in Hong Kong in June and 
the APSA Annual Meeting in September.”

01/06/2017

26 weeks



Studies in Inter-Religious
Relations in Plural Societies
(SRP) Programme



Start      :

Duration: 

Start      :

Duration: 

Start      :

Duration: 

Framework and Resources for 
Understanding Inter-religious Relations 
in Singapore 

Dr Paul Hedges Associate Professor
Dr Hue Guan Thye Contract Researcher
Ms Nursheila Muez Research Analyst
Ms Jessica Yeo
Mr Salim Mohamed Nasir Associate Research Fellow

theme Country and Region Studies / 
           Religion in Contemporary Society
region Southeast Asia and ASEAN  
entity  SRP Programme

“This research has two parts: interviews and 
theory. Interviews (Singapore), Phase 1: apex 
leaders across the Christian (Catholic and Prot-
estant), Buddhist, Hindu, Muslim, and Taoist/ 
Chinese religious traditions. Phase 2: mid-level 
and grassroots practitioners, other traditions and 
the non-religious. Exploring the resources within 
communities for inter-religious co-existence and 
harmony. 

Theory: builds on the interviews and employs 
theoretical tools from hermeneutics, religious 
studies, philosophy, and dialogue theory to build 
a framework, or set of frameworks. These will 
map the local state of inter-religious relations and 
moving towards an Asian model for the theology 
of religions. It will include policy advice directed 
towards state, religious, and inter-faith actors 
for the promotion and securing of harmony and 
co-existence in common space.

Update: Phase 1 completed (interviews with apex 
leadership) and dissemination of initial findings at 
SRP Symposium 2016; Phase 2: Mid-level lead-
ers and grassroots commencing.”

05/01/2015

156 weeks

Survey of Al-Wala’ wal Bara’ [Loyalty and 
Disavowal] Sentiments within the Muslim 
Community in Singapore

Dr Mohamed Bin Ali Assistant Professor

theme Religion in Contemporary Society
region Southeast Asia and ASEAN  
entity  SRP Programme

“The research aims to explore the Islamic doc-
trine of Al-Wala’ wal Bara’ (WB) within the Muslim 
community in Singapore. In particular, it aims to 
discover to what extent the ‘extreme’ manifesta-
tions of WB have influenced and penetrated the 
Muslim community here. Towards this objective, 
the study will do a survey of specific WB ideas 
that might have taken root in the Muslim commu-
nity. The survey will be conducted through analys-
ing these ideas encapsulated in the teachings of 
Muslim preachers as well as through interviewing 
key religious elites and leaders.

In the broad sense, this research attempts to 
study how religious ideas and concepts such as 
WB are used by Muslims to incite hatred against 
the non-Muslims, and thus cause disruption to 
social harmony and cohesion in a multi-religious 
society. A mapping of the spectrum of ideas that 
exist will be done.”

01/12/2014

156 Weeks

Countering Contemporary Jihadism and 
Violence: Myths, Realities and Solutions

Dr Mohamed Bin Ali Assistant Professor

theme Terrorism Studies / Religion in Contemporary Society
region Global
entity  SRP Programme

“This paper proposes to weed out the myths from 
the realities with regard to the problems of jihad-
ism with a view towards formulating new strate-
gies against the threat. The paper first sets out to 
understand the phenomenon of Islamism, pro-
ceeds to show how it has evolved into the more 
violent strain of jihadism and then establishes 
both as aberrations to Islam. It will also examine 
the use of force in Islam -  whether it is legitimate 
in Islam and under what conditions. The paper will 
establish that a root cause of Islamist terrorism is 
the current intellectual crisis in the Muslim world. 
In providing solutions, the paper will highlight the 
critical role of religious organizations and influen-
tial religious leaders in shaping global reconcili-
ation.  It will conclude that the jihadist threat is a 
highly complex and delicate one and concerted 
efforts on every front is vital.”

01/10/2016

48 weeks



Start      :

Duration: 

Start      :

Duration: 

Start      :

Duration: 

Defining the “Enemies” of God: Muslim 
Extremists’ Perception of the Religious 
Other

Dr Mohamed Bin Ali Assistant Professor

theme Terrorism Studies / Religion in Contemporary Society
region Middle East and North Africa (MENA) / Global
entity  SRP Programme

“One of the issues in contemporary Islamic 
thought which has attracted much attention 
amongst Muslim scholars and within the Muslim 
community is the valid and appropriate attitude 
of Muslims to relationships with non-Muslims. A 
major source of confusion and controversy with 
regard to this relationship comes from the allega-
tion that Muslims must reserve their love and loy-
alty for fellow Muslims and to reject and declare 
war on non-Muslims or the Religious Other. This 
research explores the conception of the Religious 
Other by contemporary Muslim extremists. It aims 
to highlight how Muslim extremists today misuse 
Quranic verses and Islamic traditions to justify 
their hatred of and enmity towards the Religious 
Other. In particular, this research studies the 
contents of Surah Al-Mumtahanah, the sixtieth 
chapter of the Quran, and shows how the Quran, 
and particularly this chapter, and the concept of 
Millat Ibrahim (Religion of Abraham) are used by 
Muslim extremists to formulate the conception of 
the Religious Other.”

01/10/2016

52 Weeks

Conceptualising the Problem of 
Radicalisation:
Contemporary Trends and Theories

Dr Paul Hedges Associate Professor

theme Terrorism Studies / Singapore and Homeland Security / 
           Religion in Contemporary Society
region Europe / Southeast Asia and ASEAN / Global 
entity  SRP Programme

“Recent research on radicalisation is pointing 
towards a set of pathways that may lead people 
towards terrorism. However, scholars such as 
Marc Sageman, Olivier Roy, Gilles Kepel and 
others are stressing different aspects as the key 
factor or factors. Their analyses are not necessar-
ily contradictory, but highlight that searching for a 
single magic key to unlock what radicalisation is 
may be problematic. Indeed, even the very term 
radicalisation may itself not help to clarify what is 
at stake, if it suggests it is something other than 
socialisation into a specific worldview. This project 
seeks to pick apart and assist rethinking the cur-
rent empirical and theoretical data and analysis.”

01/05/2017

26 weeks

Buddhist Diplomacy

Dr Paul Hedges Associate Professor

theme Country and Region Studies / 
           International Politics and Security / 
           Regionalism and Multilateralism / 
           Religion in Contemporary Society
region East Asia and Asia Pacific / South Asia / 
           Southeast Asia and ASEAN
entity  SRP Programme

“This will be an exploration of the way that reli-
gious cultural capital is employed in soft power 
relations in Asia. Particular attention is paid to 
the Nalanda University project as well as recent 
Chinese moves to use Buddhism as a source of 
soft power and for wider diplomatic work. This will 
include recent comments by President Xi Jinping 
and other high profile leaders in relation to the 
Belt and Road strategy. Some aspects of the 
history and regional context is explored, alongside 
the way that largely secular nations make use of 
religion in such ways. A journal article looking at 
the soft power of Buddhist Diplomacy as em-
ployed by largely secular states will be explored. 
Further work will be done looking at ways that 
Buddhist resources may be utilised in developing 
diplomacy with a particular Buddhist focus in this 
area.”

01/02/2017

52 weeks



National Security Studies 
Programme (NSSP)



Start      :

Duration: 

Start      :

Duration: 

Start      :

Duration: 

Understanding the ISIS Threat to
Southeast Asia

Dr Kumar Ramakrishna Associate Professor, Head of Policy 
Studies and Coordinator of NSSP

theme Terrorism Studies / Singapore and Homeland Security /  
           Religion in Contemporary Society
region Southeast Asia and ASEAN / Global
entity  NSSP

“To examine the modalities and evolution of the 
ISIS Threat to Southeast Asia, such as the return-
ing foreign fighters, organised regional groups 
pledging allegiance to ISIS, and the challenge 
of self-radicalised lone wolves empowered by 
extremist ideology online. Potential counter-mea-
sures by the relevant stakeholders will also be 
discussed.”

01/03/2017

26 weeks

Unpacking the ISIS Threat as a Violent 
Fundamentalist Phenomenon:
An Interdisciplinary Approach

Dr Kumar Ramakrishna Associate Professor, Head of Policy 
Studies and Coordinator of NSSP

theme Terrorism Studies / Singapore and Homeland Security / 
           Religion in Contemporary Society
region Southeast Asia and ASEAN / Global
entity  NSSP

“To examine the ISIS threat using an inter-dis-
ciplinary approach, as an example of religious 
fundamentalism turning violent. The ISIS threat 
will be used as an entry point into a wider theo-
retical discussion about the differences between 
religion and religious fundamentalism, and the 
ways in which fundamentalism could turn violent. 
Implications for Christian-Muslim relations will also 
be explored.”

01/03/2017

26 weeks

Non-Violent Extremism and Violent 
Extremism: A Nexus?

Dr Kumar Ramakrishna Associate Professor, Head of Policy 
Studies and Coordinator of NSSP

theme Terrorism Studies
region Global
entity  NSSP

“To investigate the links if any between so-called 
“non-violent” extremism and manifestations of ex-
tremist violence. Case studies from the U.K. and 
Southeast Asia will be explored.”

30/06/2016

78 weeks



Others



Start      :

Duration: 

Start      :

Duration: 

Start      :

Duration: 

Creating Frankenstein: The Saudi Export 
of Wahhabism

Dr James M. Dorsey Senior Fellow

theme General / Conflict and Stability / 
           Country and Region Studies 
region Middle East and North Africa (MENA) / Global
entity  RSIS

(Book to be published by Hurst)

“Tension between Middle Eastern regional powers 
Saudi Arabia and Iran are likely to intensify sec-
tarian strains in countries that are home to both 
Sunni and Shiite Muslim communities. At the heart
of the battle between Saudi Arabia and Iran is a 
four decade-old existential battle for dominance 
not only in the Middle East and North Africa but 
in the Muslim world as a whole. It is a battle that 
started with the 1979 Islamic revolution in Iran. 
Concerned that the Iranian revolution would offer 
a form of Islamic governance involving a degree 
of popular sovereignty that would challenge Saudi 
Arabia’s absolute monarchy which cloaks itself in 
a puritan interpretation of Islam, the kingdom went 
on the warpath. In doing so, it turned Wahhabi 
proselytization into the single largest dedicated 
public diplomacy campaign in World War Two 
history, spending up to $100 billion since 1979 on 
the funding of Muslim cultural institutions across 
the globe and forging close ties to non-Wahhabi 
Muslim leaders and intelligence agencies.”

01/10/2015

113 weeks

RSIS Seminar Series on Muslim 
Societies in Asia

Dr Mohamed Nawab bin Osman Associate Professor and Coordi-
nator of the Malaysia Programme
Ms Iulia Lumina Research Analyst

theme Religion in Contemporary Society
region Central Asia / East Asia and Asia Pacific / South Asia / 
           Southeast Asia and ASEAN 
entity  RSIS

“The RSIS Seminar Series on Muslim Societies 
in Asia was launched at the beginning of the year 
with the aim of analysing the current challenges 
facing Muslim societies and grounding the de-
bates of reform and transnational movements in 
Asian contexts. The issues explored in the series 
vary from the implementation of Islamic law in 
Southeast Asia, the dynamics of politics, religion 
and security in Bangladesh, the aspirations of the 
Islamic State and the rise of Islamo-democrats in 
Central Asia, to Islamic education and the role of 
Muslim institutions in building inter-faith relations 
and religious diversity and the state of Muslim 
minorities in Myanmar and Cambodia. The series 
has covered a number of country-based cases 
from Brunei to Kazakhstan. The upcoming semi-
nars include a focus on Salafism, the conflicts in 
Southern Thailand and Southern Philippines, the 
intersection of religious identity and intolerance in 
South India and the effects of state authority on 
Muslim Uyghurs in China.”

26/01/2016

Multi-year

Mahathir, Anwar and Malaysia’s 
Opposition at the Crossroads: 
Beginning of the End, or a New 
Beginning?

Mr Yang Razali Kassim Senior Fellow

theme General / Conflict and Stability / 
           Country and Region Studies 
region East Asia and Asia Pacific / Southeast Asia and ASEAN / 
           Global
entity  RSIS

“To review the prospects for the Malaysian opposi-
tion, following the second incarceration of Anwar 
Ibrahim, and the “reinvention” of Mahathir as a 
de facto oppositionist leader. This will paper will 
include the broader implications on Malaysian pol-
itics as a whole, taking into account the turmoil in 
UMNO as a new factor that will determine whether 
the Malaysian opposition will evolve or remake 
itself in unexpected ways.”

02/03/2016

75 weeks



Start      :

Duration: 

Start      :

Duration: 

Start      :

Duration: 

Southeast Asia after the Cold War: 
The Pursuit of an ASEAN-centred Order, 
1990-2017

Dr Ang Cheng Guan Associate Professor and Head of Graduate 
Studies

theme General / Conflict and Stability / 
           Country and Region Studies / 
           International Political Economy / 
           International Politics and Security / 
           Regionalism and Multilateralism 
region East Asia and Asia Pacific / Southeast Asia and ASEAN 
entity  GPO

“This is the sequel to the earlier study (Southeast 
Asia and the Cold War). This book will take stock 
of how Southeast Asia has evolved since 1990, 
the changes and continuities from a contemporary 
international history/politics perspective. It is tar-
geted for publication in 2019-2020, a befitting time 
for reflection and also for looking ahead.”

07/03/2016

248 weeks

Science & Technology and Economic 
Security

Dr Christopher Lim Senior Fellow

theme General
region Global 
entity  RSIS 

“Studies would include:

a) how the development of science & technology 
could change the economic future and security of 
any country and/or region;

b) strategies and/or initiatives of a country and/
or a region could alter the economic future and 
security of another country and/or region;

c) exploration on the potential usage of biomimicry 
concept on how science, technology and econom-
ic could auto-feed and change the dynamics and 
characteristics of each other.”

01/06/2016

Multi-year

Shifting Loyalties and New Political 
Trends in East Malaysia

Dr Farish (Badrol Hisham) Ahmad-Noor Associate Professor and
Coordinator of PhD Programme

theme Country and Region Studies
region Southeast Asia and ASEAN
entity  GPO

“The project looks at the latest currents of identity 
politics in East Malaysia, and considers the impact 
of local-level identity politics on the formation of 
new political parties and alliances in the East 
Malaysian states of Sabah and Sarawak.”

01/11/2016

38 weeks



Start      :

Duration: 

Start      :

Duration: 

Start      :

Duration: 

America’s Early Political and Economic 
Presence in Southeast Asia; 1800-1900

Dr Farish (Badrol Hisham) Ahmad-Noor Associate Professor and 
Coordinator of PhD Programme

theme Country and Region Studies
region Southeast Asia and ASEAN / Americas
entity  GPO

“This book project is scheduled to be published 
by Amsterdam University Press, Amsterdam in 
2018. The work looks at America’s early contact 
with Southeast Asia prior to the American invasion 
and conquest of the Philippines, and focuses on 
how America’s early contact with Southeast Asia 
framed and shaped what could be called ‘Ameri-
can Orientalism’.”

03/01/2017

34 weeks

In Search of the Singapore Identity

Mr Han Fook Kwang Senior Fellow

theme General / International Political Economy
region Global / Southeast Asia 
entity  RSIS

“This research will explore issues arising out of 
Singapore’s search for its identity. It will discuss 
what constitutes the Singapore identity, how has 
it changed, if any, what accounts for the change, 
why did the change occur, and what are the impli-
cations for the future.

Singapore’s search for identity is not taking place 
in isolation but against a global backdrop where 
issues of identity are coming to the fore. In Europe 
and the U.S., there has been a resurgence of 
public sentiment towards stronger national iden-
tities. Brexit and the election of President Donald 
Trump in the U.S. were examples of this, as is the 
rising strength of nationalistic, right wing parties in 
Europe.

The research will discuss Singapore’s identity in 
this global context. It will also explore the issue of 
identity in the following areas: (i) economic identi-
ty; (ii) cultural identity; (iii) political/social identity; 
and (iv) international identity.”

01/02/2017

Multi-year


