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Between Summits and Vision: Effective Disaster 

Management by 2025 

Courtesy of  Flickr account of World Humanitarian Summit and used under a creative commons license.  

The World Humanitarian Summit was 
held in Istanbul on 23 and 24 May 2016 
bringing together 9000 participants from 
173 governments, the private sector, 
civil society and non-governmental or-
ganizations. The Summit’s three main 
goals were (1) to recommit to humanity 
and humanitarian principles; (2) to ena-
ble countries and communities to better 
prepare for and respond to crises, and 
be more resilient to shocks; and (3) to 
share people-centred humanitarian best 
practices to save lives and alleviate suf-
fering. In the Summit aftermath, it is 
clear that ASEAN has a significant role 
in realising these commitments by 2025.  

“Grand Bargain” for more  
efficient aid financing  

The most concrete outcome of the sum-
mit was a “Grand Bargain” signed by the 
top 30 donors and aid agencies to com-
mit 25 per cent of humanitarian funding 
to local and national agencies by 2020. 
The humanitarian system has been criti-

cized for keeping resources and power 
vested with large UN agencies and 
NGOs, rather than local players who 
currently receive 2% of global funding. 
Twenty-seven international NGOs fur-
ther committed to the “Charter4Change” 
to pass 20 per cent of their funding to 
national NGOs by 2018.  This is an im-
portant development for humanitarian 
financing with significant implications for 
Southeast Asia particularly benefitting 
national NGOs and local communities to 
further develop their disaster response 
and mitigation strategies. It also moves 
away from a top-down approach to a 
locally-driven humanitarian and develop-
ment system.  

ASEAN-United Nations  
humanitarian partnership  

On the sidelines of the Summit, the 
ASEAN-UN Joint Strategic Plan of Ac-
tion on Disaster Management was 
launched. The forum discussed lessons 
learnt and ways forward for the 
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longstanding ASEAN and UN hu-
manitarian partnership in disaster 
management. This included ways 
to strengthen local, national and 
regional preparedness and re-
sponse capacities, leadership and 
resilience in disaster management, 
and relief coordination.  

Moving forward, there is a need for 
disaster management to include 
greater focus on mitigation in addi-
tion to emergency preparedness 
and response in one of the most 
disaster-prone regions in the 
world. Southeast Asia suffered 
more than 50 per cent of global 
disaster mortalities; 354,000 out of 
the 700,000 deaths due to disas-
ters worldwide between 2004 and 
2014. Total economic loss was 
US$91 billion, and about 193 mil-
lion people were affected by the 
disasters. ASEAN needs to drive 

forward disaster risk reduction pol-
icies to achieve the Sendai Frame-
work target by 2030. 

WHS 2016:  
Implications for ASEAN 

At the closing of the Summit, 
ASEAN Ministers responsible for 
disaster management committed 
to the ‘Agenda for Humanity’ 
aimed to prevent and reduce hu-
manitarian crises and suffering.  
The earlier ASEAN-UN joint state-
ment adopted at the Informal 
ASEAN Ministerial Meeting on Dis-
aster Management conveys these 
commitments based on the 
ASEAN Agreement on Disaster 
Management and Emergency Re-
sponse (AADMER), the ASEAN 
Vision 2025 on Forging Ahead 

Together and the newly-adopted 
ASEAN Vision 2025 on Disaster 
Management. These commitments 
signify that ASEAN is strengthen-
ing its position to respond to com-
plex humanitarian emergencies 
and natural disasters. 

If realized, humanitarian financing 
reforms will have a great impact 
on the capabilities of local and na-
tional aid agencies for disaster 
management in Southeast Asia. 
Furthermore, the new ASEAN-UN 
partnership will enhance ASEAN’s 
aspiration to be a world leader in 
disaster management by 2025.  

 

   Core Readings:  

Courtesy of  Flickr account of  U.S. Department of State and used under a creative commons license.  

 Catherine Bragg, “World Humanitarian Summit: Nobody is off the hook”, IPI Global Observatory, 13 May 
2016. 

 Heba Aly, “The World Humanitarian Summit: Winners and losers”, IRIN, 26 May 2016. 

 World Humanitarian Summit, “Chair’s Summary; Standing up for humanity: Committing to action, May 
2016. 

 United Nations, “One humanity: shared responsibility”, Report of the Secretary-General for the World Hu-
manitarian Summit, February 2016. 
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CLIMATE CHANGE, ENVIRONMENTAL SECURITY AND NATURAL DISASTERS  

 

Climate change,  
disaster risk reduction 
and gender: The South-
east Asia experience  
Margareth Sembiring,  
RSIS Commentary  
13 May 2016  

Climate change puts 
1.3bn people and $158tn 
at risk, says World Bank  
Larry Elliott, The Guardian 
16 May 2016 

Middle East could  
become ‘uninhabitable’ 
due to climate change  
Al Arabiya English News 

21 May  2016 

 

Climate change takes 
centre stage at Exxon, 
Chevron annual meet-
ings,  
The Straits Times  
24 May 2016  

Australia scrubbed from 
UN climate change  
report after government 
intervention  
Michael Slezak,  
The Guardian 

26 May 2016  

Climate change eroding 
value of heritage sites  
Jeffrey Gogo, The Herald 
30 May 2016 

 

Courtesy of  Flickr account of  Zack Adlington and used under a creative 
commons license.  

NEWS & COMMENTARIES 
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Extreme weather  
increasing level of  
toxins in food,  
scientists warn  
Thomson Reuters  
Foundation, Today 

31 May 2016 

 

SELECTED PUBLICATIONS 

The adaptation finance 
gap report 2016  
United Nations Environment 
Programme (UNEP),  
Nairobi.  
2016 

World heritage and  
tourism in a changing  
climate 
UNESCO and UNEP  
2016 

NAP Expo 2016:  
Advancing National  
Adaptation Plans  
Post-Paris  
11–15 July 2016 
Bonn, Germany. 

EVENTS & ANNOUNCEMENTS 

High-Level Political  
Forum on Sustainable  
Development  
(HLPF 2016) 
11–20 July 2016, New York 
City, the USA. 

ENERGY SECURITY 

 

 

Courtesy of  Flickr account of  Claudio Schwarz and used under a creative 
commons license.  

Growth of nuclear  
energy: Issues in  
safety, security and 
safeguards   
Olli Heinonen,  
RSIS Commentary  
24 May 2016  

New long-term nuclear 
waste plan is evolving  
Kim Young-Nam, Korea 
Joong Ang Daily 
26 May 2016   

NEWS AND COMMENTARIES 

Aquino orders  
sweeping review of 
PH’s energy policy  
Riza T. Olchondra,  
Inquirer.net 
27 May 2016  

Cambodia and  
Thailand edging closer 
to nuclear power  
Tan Hui Yee,  
The Straits Times  
30 May 2016  
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