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KOREA|04 APRIL 2010|YONHAP NEWS 

Navy gearing up to salvage sunken warship 

The Navy began preparations for salvaging a South 
Korean warship that sank near the western sea border 

with North 
Korea 10 
days ago 
after halting 

an 
underwater 

rescue operation for the ship's missing sailors, military 
officials said Sunday. The 1,200-ton Navy corvette 
Cheonan broke in two and sank in the Yellow Sea after 
an unexplained explosion on March 26. Fifty-eight of 
the 104 crew members were rescued soon after, while 
one sailor was found dead in the stern of the sunken 
ship on Saturday. The other 45 are still listed as missing. 

Full Report  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

KOREA|02 APRIL 2010|WASHINGTON POST   

South Korea says torpedo may have sunk navy 
ship 

South Korea has not ruled out blaming a torpedo strike 
for sinking one of its navy ships in waters near a 
contested sea border with North Korea, Defense 
Minister Kim Tae-young said on Friday.  

Initial speculation that North Korea might have sunk 
the 1,200 ton corvette Cheonan spooked Wall Street 
last Friday. Share prices dipped partly on geopolitical 
concerns of escalating conflict between the rival 
Koreas, and the won dropped against the dollar. "We 
believe there is a likely possibility for the sinking to 
have been because of a torpedo, but we should look at 
all possibilities," Kim told a parliamentary committee.  

Full Report  

 

KOREA|26 MARCH 2010|CHINA DAILY 

ROK navy ship sinks near DPRK waters: Yonhap 

The 1,200-ton ship sank off the ROK island of Baekryeongdo 
off the west coast around 21:45 p.m. Friday local time (12:45 
GMT Friday), with an explosion in the back of the ship, and 
another ROK naval vessel fired at an unspecified target 
toward the north in response, ROK's Yonhap News Agency 
reported.  No casualties or injuries have been reported, and 
58 out of the 104 crew members have been rescued thus far, 
Yonhap said. Lee Ki-shik, ROK Navy general, confirmed in an 
press briefing that the ship "Cheonan" went down after the 
unexplained explosion ripped a hole in the ship's bottom. 
The exact cause of the incident cannot be pinpointed at this 
moment, he said, adding that they also have been unable to 
determine whether it was caused by Democratic People's 
Republic of Korea (DPRK)'s navy vessel attack. 

Full Report  

 

 

 

 

 

Naval Development 

http://english.yonhapnews.co.kr/national/2010/04/04/52/0301000000AEN20100404000400315F.HTML
http://www.washingtonpost.com/wp-srv/world/countries/korea.html?nav=el
http://www.washingtonpost.com/wp-dyn/content/article/2010/04/02/AR2010040200247.html
http://www.chinadaily.com.cn/world/2010-03/26/content_9650864.htm
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KOREA|29 MARCH 2010|BERNAMA.COM 

Sinking Of S.Korean Navy Ship Has Limited Effect 
on Economy: Official 

The sinking of a South Korean Navy warship off the 
country's western coast late last week has had a 
limited effect on the overall economy, Yonhap news 
agency cited a senior government policymaker as 
saying Monday. Finance Minister Yoon Jeung-hyun said 
at a meeting hosted by the Korean Standards 
Association in Seoul that the Korean won showed a 
slight depreciation against the U.S. dollar in global 
financial markets following the announcement of the 
sinking, but this trend has stabilized. The Korean 
currency depreciated 2.70 won to the dollar at the 
start of trading earlier in the day, but the decline has 
been tempered since then. 

Full Report 

KOREA|30 MARCH 2010|REUTERS  

South Korea navy diver dies during ship search 

A South Korean navy diver died on Tuesday during a 
rescue operation in search of 46 sailors who are 
believed trapped in a ship that sank on Friday near a 
tensely disputed maritime border with the North. The 
Underwater Demolition Team member was brought to 
the surface unconscious after working 24 metres (79 ft) 
deep in search of the missing seamen, a Defence 
Ministry official said. 

Full Report  

KOREA|29 MARCH 2010|TELEGRAPH  

Korean War mine 'sunk' South Korean navy ship  

A mine dating back to the 1950-53 Korean War might 
have been responsible for the sinking of a South 
Korean naval patrol ship last weekend, according to 
the country's defence minister.  His explanation came 
as hopes of finding 46 missing South Korean alive 
faded further after navy divers finally reached the 
upturned hull of the sunken ship but reported no signs 
of life within. "It is possible that a North Korean sea 
mine could have drifted into our area," he said, 

pointing out that North Korea had deployed some 
3,000 Soviet mines in the Yellow Sea and the Sea of 
Japan during the war.  

Full Report  

CHINA|01 APRIL 2010|XINHUA  

Chinese navy build-up no threat to ASEAN 
countries 

Chinese military experts have told their counterparts 
from members of the Association of Southeast Asian 
Nations (ASEAN) that the People's Liberation Army 
(PLA) Navy will never be a threat to the region. China 
would not build a navy capable to strive for global 
hegemony, said Senior Colonel Chen Zhou, a 
researcher with the PLA's Academy of Military Sciences, 
at the China-ASEAN Defense and Security Dialogue 
concluded in Beijing on Wednesday. 

Full Report  

CHINA|29 MARCH 2010|FOCUS TAIWAN 

No harbor barricade drill: Navy 

A military official denied Monday that the Navy will 
perform a harbor-barricading drill as part of 
forthcoming war games. Fielding questions at the 
Legislative Yuan, the head of the Navy General Staff, 
Vice Adm. Chiang Lung-an, said that contrary to a story 
carried in the China Times that day, the Han Kuang 26 
live ammunition exercise does not include a drill for 
blocking a harbor. The paper claimed in its report that 
the harbor-barricading drill would have included the 
simulated blowing up of wharf facilities and the 
simulated sinking of vessels with explosives to block 
shipping routes into the harbor. 

Full Report 

CHINA|27 MARCH 2010|REUTERS  

China adding missiles near Taiwan: navy official 

China has added long-range missiles near Taiwan and 
leads the self-ruled island in military defenses, a U.S. 
navy official said, suggesting that Taiwan may need 

http://www.bernama.com/bernama/v5/newsworld.php?id=486282
http://in.reuters.com/article/worldNews/idINIndia-47322320100330
http://www.telegraph.co.uk/news/worldnews/asia/southkorea/7534936/Korean-War-mine-sunk-South-Korean-navy-ship.html
http://www.chinadaily.com.cn/china/2010-04/01/content_9671581.htm
http://focustaiwan.tw/ShowNews/WebNews_Detail.aspx?Type=aALL&ID=201003290022
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new F-16 jet fighters. China has deployed "an 
increasing number" of Russian surface-to-air missiles 
across an ocean strait about 160 km from Taiwan, U.S. 
Navy Commander Robert Willard told a Senate 
committee in Washington but did not give a timeframe. 

Full Report  

CHINA|29 MARCH 2010|PTI NEWS 

Chinese help to build Sri Lanka port no security 
threat 

The Navy today said it did not see any security threat 
to the country in the Chinese involvement in building 
Hambantota port in southern Sri Lanka. 'Building the 
port in Sri Lanka will not hamper our security. India is 
too vast for that,' Southern Naval Command's Flag 
Officer Commanding-in-Chief, Vice-Admiral K N Sunshil, 
told newsmen after the commissioning of three Fast 
Attack Craft at Garden Reach near here. 'We need not 
be too concerned with Chinese assistance in building 
the port. What is to be seen is whether the Chinese sit 
there even after completion of the port,' he said. 

Full Report  

CHINA|25 MARCH 2010|CHINA DAILY  

PLA naval warships on maiden visit to Dubai 

Two Chinese naval warships Wednesday arrived in Abu 
Dhabi, capital of the United Arab Emirates (UAE), 
kicking off the first-ever visit to the Gulf nation and the 
region. The vessels are part of the fourth Chinese Navy 
Escort Task Group, which just completed the escort 
mission in the Gulf of Aden aimed at protecting 
commercial ships in pirates-harassed Somali waters. 

Full Report  

CHINA| 18 MARCH 2010|PEOPLE  

China's fifth naval escort taskforce in Gulf of 
Aden starts  

China's fifth Gulf of Aden mission took over the escort 
of merchant vessels through the pirate-infested waters 
in a handover ceremony from the fourth mission late 

Wednesday local time. The ceremony was held on the 
missile frigate FFG-525 Ma'anshan after the two escort 
flotillas finished escorting 26 Chinese and foreign ships. 
During the handover, documents and equipment were 
transferred and the new command was briefed on the 
features of piracy and merchant vessel escort patterns. 

Full Report  

CHINA|13 MARCH 2010|THE NATIONAL 

/ƘƛƴŀΩǎ ŀŎǉǳƛǎƛǘƛƻƴ ƻŦ {Ŝŀ ƻŦ WŀǇŀƴ ǇƻǊǘ ǊŀǘǘƭŜǎ ƛǘǎ 
neighbours 

China has gained direct access to the Sea of Japan for 
the first time in 100 years through a North Korean port, 
leaving the other two regional players, Japan and 
South Korea, deeply concerned about the communist 
ǎǘŀǘŜΩǎ ŀƳōƛǘƛƻƴǎΦ /Ƙƛƴŀ ƳŀŘŜ ŀƴ ŀƎǊŜŜƳŜƴǘ ǘo lease a 
ǇƛŜǊ ŀǘ bƻǊǘƘ YƻǊŜŀΩǎ wŀƧƛƴ tƻǊǘ ŦƻǊ мл ȅŜŀǊǎΣ /ƘƛƴŀΩǎ 
Global Times, an official newspaper and the 
ƛƴǘŜǊƴŀǘƛƻƴŀƭ ŀǊƳ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ tŜƻǇƭŜΩǎ 5ŀƛƭȅΣ ǎŀƛŘ ƻƴ 
Wednesday. China claims the move is purely economic. 
The news, which confirmed South Korean reports from 
last week, was portrayed by China as a largely 
economic deal, which was perceived as a move to allay 
ƛǘǎ ǘǿƻ ǊŜƎƛƻƴŀƭ ƴŜƛƎƘōƻǳǊǎΩ ŎƻƴŎŜǊƴǎΦ {ƻǳǘƘ YƻǊŜŀ ŀƴŘ 
Japan, however, remain troubled about its implications 
for regional security. 

Full Report  

CHINA|17 MARCH 2010|DEFENSE NEWS 

No Chinese Naval Base in N. Korea, Experts Say 

Fears that China will establish a naval presence at a 
port facility at North Korea's Rajin Port appear 
unfounded. An agreement with a Chinese company to 
lease a pier at Rajin for 10 years was reported by the 
Chinese state-controlled Global Times on March 10. 
The Chuangli Group, based at Dalian in China's 
Liaoning province, invested $3.6 million in 2009 to 
rebuild Pier No. 1 and is constructing a 40,000-square-
meter warehouse at the port. The leasing agreement 
has given way to suggestions China could be 
attempting to establish its first naval base with access 
to the Sea of Japan. 

Full Report 

http://www.reuters.com/article/idUSTRE62Q0AS20100327
http://www.ptinews.com/news/586465_Chinese-help-to-build-Sri-Lanka-port-no-security-threat
http://www.chinadaily.com.cn/china/2010-03/25/content_9637791.htm
http://english.people.com.cn/90001/90776/90883/6924091.html
http://www.thenational.ae/apps/pbcs.dll/article?AID=/20100314/FOREIGN/703139924/1135
http://www.defensenews.com/story.php?i=4542988&c=SEA&s=TOP
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CHINA|11 MARCH 2010|GLOBAL TIMES  

China's navy has no agenda to build overseas 
bases  

The Defense Ministry Wednesday said that the Chinese 
navy has no plans to establish overseas military bases 
and it has no secret agenda for global expansion. 
Deputy Chief of Staff of the PLA Navy, Zhang Deshun, 
said a naval force with advanced armaments and 
enhanced capabilities will contribute more to UN-led 
missions on anti-terrorism, anti-piracy and disaster-
relief. "We have no agenda to set up military 
establishments, or threaten the establishments of 
other nations overseas," Zhang added. 

Full Report  

CHINA|08 MARCH 2010|CRI  

China Needs Multi-task Naval Force: Commander  

China's escort mission in the Gulf of Aden and the 
waters off Somalia has set a new requirement for the 
Chinese navy, for which it needs to build a naval force 
capable of completing diversified military tasks, 
including disaster relief and anti-pirate missions.  
Zhang Huachen, a member of the National People's 
Congress and a deputy commander of the East China 
Sea Fleet, made the comments Monday in Beijing.  

Full Report  

AUSTRALIA|30 MARCH 2010|THE AUSTRALIAN  

100th asylum boat intercepts navy patrol  

The 100th asylum boat to arrive since Kevin Rudd took 
office sailed directly to Christmas Island yesterday, 
arriving quietly at Flying Fish Cove before those aboard 
phoned authorities, requesting to be picked up.  As the 
Immigration Department prepared to transfer another 
50 refugees and asylum-seekers to the Australian 
mainland today, authorities announced the 
interception of two more boats, bringing to 100 the 
number of vessels to arrive since November 2007. 

Full Report  

NEW ZEALAND|01 APRIL 2010|NZHERALD  

Navy ships to visit US 

New Zealand Navy ships are calling into US ports for 
the first time since the ANZUS bust up over 25 years 
ago. The frigate Te Kaha and tanker Endeavour will 
make civilian visits to Seattle, San Francisco, San Diego 
and Honolulu and one expert calls it a symbolic 
warming between the two countries. 

Full Report  

NEW ZEALAND|23 MARCH 2010|STUFF  

Fault in new navy boat delays arrival  

An engine fault has held up delivery of the navy's new 
offshore patrol boat Otago. The 1600-tonne ship, due 
in Auckland at the end of the week, had to return to 
Melbourne after engine problems developed during 
sea trials at the weekend.  

It is the latest holdup in the troubled seven-ship $500-
million Project Protector shipbuilding venture, which 
has been tangled in warranty issues and holdups. 
Otago and its sister ship Wellington were to have been 
delivered into navy service three years ago. They were 
tied up in Melbourne until a settlement of all warranty 
matters relating to the project when shipbuilder BAE 
Systems agreed to a payment of $84.6m.  

Full Report 

SINGAPORE|14 MARCH 2010|CHANNEL NEWS ASIA 

Republic of Singapore Navy boosts fighting 
capabilities with naval helicopters 

The Republic of Singapore Navy has achieved a 
milestone in its air and sea capabilities. For the first 
time, it has naval helicopters working alongside its 
frigates to accomplish what is described as "the best of 
both worlds".  The Sikorsky Seahawk helicopter is one 
mean detection machine.  Packed with sonars and 
surveillance radars, it is deployed from its frigate to 
hunt for targets underwater or in the air. It enables the 
frigate to see further, extending its range by nearly 200 
kilometres. It also moves faster - five times more than 

http://china.globaltimes.cn/editor-picks/2010-03/511921.html
http://english.cri.cn/6909/2010/03/08/2321s554994.htm
http://www.theaustralian.com.au/politics/th-asylum-boat-intercepts-navy-patrol/story-e6frgczf-1225847189641
http://www.nzherald.co.nz/nz/news/article.cfm?c_id=1&objectid=10635891
http://www.stuff.co.nz/dominion-post/national/3490702/Fault-in-new-navy-boat-delays-arrival
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the frigate - making it niftier and quicker at spotting 
enemy targets.  Ken Cheong, commanding officer, RSS 
Stalwart, said: "Air asset in itself is very fast, very 
responsive. What (the ship) provides is the legs where 
we can transport to the area that we are operating in. 
And with the speed that the helicopter brings, you 
have the best of both worlds."  

Full Report  

SINGAPORE|01 APRIL 2010|JANES 

Singapore's Seahawk integration programme 
concludes successfully 

The Republic of Singapore Navy's (RSN's) Formidable-
class frigate RSS Stalwart and three of the RSN's six 
Sikorsky S-70B Seahawk naval helicopters are 
preparing to return to Singapore after completing four 
months of integration training with the US Navy's 
Helicopter Maritime Strike Weapon School and the US 
3rd Fleet in San Diego. Teo Chee Hean, Singapore's 
Deputy Prime Minister and Minister for Defence, told 
Jane's on 25 March that the Seahawk integration 
programme, which began in November 2009 with the 
inauguration of the RSN's Peace Triton naval helicopter 
detachment, had successfully concluded with a "high-
tempo, week-long exercise" involving five surface ships, 
a submarine, maritime patrol aircraft and F-18 Hornet 
combat jets. 

Full Report  

SINGAPORE &INDIA|02 APRIL 2010|ONE INDIA  

Indo-Singapore naval wargames in Andamans, 
Bay of Bengal from April 3  

To combat three dimensional threat scenarios 
involving air, surface and sub-surface threats, the 
Indian Navy and the Republic of Singapore Navy will 
hold their bilateral exercise in the Andaman Sea and 
Bay of Bengal from April 3-16. SIMBEX is an acronym 
for 'Singapore Indian Maritime Bilateral Exercise'. The 
exercise will be undertaken in two separate theatres -- 
initially in the Andaman Sea and then in the Bay of 
Bengal. 

Full Report  

SINGAPROE|02 APRIL 2010|UPI  

Singapore 'to get Israel's Iron Dome'  

Singapore is reported to be acquiring Israel's new Iron 
Dome anti-missile air-defense system under a once-
secret military cooperation pact with the Jewish state 
that dates to the 1960s. Indeed, according to the Paris 
Intelligence Online Web site, Singapore helped finance 
the development of the system by Rafael Advanced 
Defense Systems. It says that Iron Dome was always 
intended for the island, a key Asian shipping hub and 
one of the richest per capita states in the world, 
because of its strategic location as a trading center. 
Israeli media reports say the missiles, designed to 
shoot down hostile missiles with ranges of up to 25 
miles, are being deployed along Israel's northern 
border with Lebanon. 

Full Report  

SINGAPORE|02 APRIL 2010|TELEGRAPH INDIA  

Navy gears up for Singapore drill 

Four Indian Navy warships, a 
submarine and two 
Singaporean vessels have 
assembled near the Andamans 
for fortnight-long war games 
starting tomorrow. Indian 
naval helicopters and 
surveillance aircraft will also participate in the drill that 
will be held in two zones, the Andaman Sea and the 
Bay of Bengal. 

Full Report 

SINGAPORE|12 MARCH 2010|NAVY  

Singapore, U.S. Navies Celebrate Cooperative 
Milestone 

Commander U.S. 3rd Fleet (C3F) hosted high level 
officials from the Republic of Singapore to mark a 
major security cooperation milestone among the two 
nations March 12. Vice Adm. Richard W. Hunt, 
Commander, U.S. 3rd Fleet, hosted an official visit with 
Republic of Singapore deputy prime minister for policy, 

http://www.channelnewsasia.com/stories/singaporelocalnews/view/1043519/1/.html
http://www.janes.com/news/defence/jni/jni100401_1_n.shtml
http://news.oneindia.in/2010/04/02/indosingapore-naval-wargames-in-andamans-bay-of-bengal.html
http://www.upi.com/Business_News/Security-Industry/2010/04/02/Singapore-to-get-Israels-Iron-Dome/UPI-11461270226828/
http://www.telegraphindia.com/1100403/jsp/nation/story_12297450.jsp


Horizons- April Issue  
 

6 
 

minister of Defence Mr. Teo Chee Hean and Chief of 
the Navy Rear Adm. Chew Men Leong. The milestone 
visit was in conjunction with the final battle problem 
for the Republic of Singapore Navy PEACE TRITON, a 
joint training venture began more than a year ago. At 
that time, U.S. Navy mentors began training Republic 
of Singapore Air Force (RSAF) and Navy (RSN) 
personnel in maritime helicopter operations and 
missions with their newly acquired S-70 helicopters, 
and ultimately how to integrate the capabilities these 
helicopters bring into the RSN Fleet. 

Full Report  

SINGAPORE| 02 APRIL 2010|THE INDIAN  

India-Singapore annual naval exercise begins 
Saturday 

The Indian and Singaporean navies will undertake their 
annual fortnight-long SIMBEX exercise off the 
Andaman and Nicobar Islands and in the Bay of Bengal 
from Saturday. The April 3-16 SIMBEX (Singapore 
Indian Maritime Bilateral Exercise), the 17th in the 
series, will be conducted in two separate theatres: 
Initially in the Andaman Sea and then in the Bay of 
Bengal. The previous edition was conducted off 
Singapore in 2009.  

Full Report  

MALAYSIA|31 MARCH 2010|BERNAMA  

No Commission Paid In Procuring Submarines - 
Ahmad Zahid 

The government has not paid any commission in 
procuring two submarines for the Royal Malaysian 
Navy, said Defence Minister Datuk Seri Dr Ahmad 
Zahid Hamidi. He said instead the purchase was done 
through direct negotiation with the manufacturers 
from Spain and France. A suggestion by the opposition 
that a commission was paid in the purchase was a wild 
allegation, he said when responding to a claim made 
by Datuk Seri Anwar Ibrahim (PKR-Permatang Pauh) 
when winding up debate on the royal address at the 
Dewan Rakyat Wednesday. 

Full Report  

MALAYSIA&INDONESIA|28 MARCH 2010|BERNAMA  

ATM And TNI Conduct Joint Malindo Exercise 

Malaysia is hosting the joint 'Malindo Latgabma 
Darsasa 7AB/2010' Military Exercise from March 25 to 
April 10 which involves all the three services of the 
Malaysian Armed Forces (ATM) and the Indonesian 
National Forces (TNI). The Defence Ministry said in a 
statement Sunday that the exercise involved the 
special forces comprising the Commandos, Special Unit 
of the Air Force and the Navy Special Force of the ATM 
and the TNI. "The exercise in the peninsular Malaysia 
and the Straits of Melaka involves the Forces 
Integrated Training (FIT), Command Post Exercise (CPX), 
Field Training Exercise (FTX), and the Post Exercise 
Debrief (PXD), the statement said. 

Full Report  

MALAYSIA|03 MARCH 2010|THE STAR  

BHIC seeks to renew navy vessel job 

 Boustead Heavy Industries Corp Bhd (BHIC) is actively 
seeking a renewal of its contract to build patrol vessels 
for the Royal Malaysian Navy (RMN). BHIC associate 
Boustead Naval Shipyard Sdn Bhd, in which the 
company has a 20.77% stake, has almost completed 
the first batch of six offshore patrol vessels (OPVs) 
from an original contract signed with the Government 
for 27 OPVs back in 1998.BHIC, including its associate, 
has an order book of RM2.2bil to-date, with defence 
contracts making up 70% of its total orders. 

Full Report 

PHILIPPINES&MALAYSIA|01 APRIL 2010|INQUIRER 

RP, Malaysia naval exercises set  

Two hundred fifty sailors from the Philippine Navy set 
off for Malaysia to participate in a 10-day bilateral 
training activity, a military spokesman has said. In a 
prepared statement, Lieutenant Junior Grade Rommel 
Rodriguez, navy fleet public information officer, said 
that the bilateral training exercise, dubbed Malaysia-
Philippines LAUT (MALPHI-LAUT), is an event held 
annually between the Philippine Navy and the Royal 

http://www.navy.mil/search/display.asp?story_id=51907
http://www.thaindian.com/newsportal/uncategorized/india-singapore-annual-naval-exercise-begins-saturday_100342591.html#ixzz0k4HD4CD8
http://www.bernama.com/bernama/v5/newsindex.php?id=487035
http://www.bernama.com/bernama/v5/newsindex.php?id=486024
http://biz.thestar.com.my/news/story.asp?file=/2010/4/3/business/5987208&sec=business
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aŀƭŀȅǎƛŀƴ bŀǾȅΦ [ŀǳǘ ƛǎ ŀ aŀƭŀȅ ǿƻǊŘ ƳŜŀƴƛƴƎ άǘƘŜ 
ǎŜŀΦέ 

Full Report 

VIETNAM|25 MARCH 2010|XINHUA  

Russia to help Vietnam build submarine base: 
minister 

 The Russian Navy will help Vietnam build a submarine 
base, Defense Minister Anatoly Serdyukov said 
Thursday. Vietnam also invited Russia to take part in 
the construction of a ship repair plant, which may later 
service Russian warships, said Serdyukov, who recently 
paid an official visit to Vietnam and held talks with his 
Vietnamese counterpart Phung Quang Thanh during 
the trip. "They (Vietnam) will also need rescue and 
auxiliary vessels," he added. 

Full Report  

PHILIPPINES&INDONESIA|22 MARCH 2010|ANTARA 

RI, Philippine navies to step up sea patrols 

The Indonesian and Philippine navies have agreed to 
intensify sea patrols to deal with arms smuggling and 
terrorism, a top Indonesian naval officer said. The two 
navies had so far conducted routine joint patrols along 
their common sea borders in a coordinated way, 
Indonesian Naval Chief of Staff Admiral Agus 
Suhartono said on Monday. "In April we will conduct 
joint patrols to curb smuggling activity and terrorist 
acts," he said. 

Full Report 

 PHILIPPINES|20 MARCH 2010|MANILA BULLETIN  

Naval, local forces rescue trawler 

Combined elements of the Philippine Navy (PN) and 
local security forces in Tawi-Tawi have rescued a 
Malaysian fishing trawler hijacked earlier in Sabah, 
Malaysia. Rear Admiral Alexander Pama, Naval Forces 
Western Mindanao (NFWM) commander and head of 
Joint Task Force Trillium (TF Trillium), in a report to 
Vice Admiral Ferdinand Golez, the bŀǾȅΩǎ CƭŀƎ hŦŦƛŎŜǊ-
In-Command (FOIC), Philippine Navy, said the Royal 
Malaysian Navy Area II Commander, First Admiral Anui 
has notified his office that a Malaysian registered 
vessel with six crew members was hijacked near Tigabu 
Island, Sabah, Malaysia by four suspected robbers at 
around 2:00 a.m. Tuesday 

Full Report  

  

http://globalnation.inquirer.net/news/breakingnews/view/20100401-261944/RP-Malaysia-naval-exercises-set
http://news.xinhuanet.com/english2010/world/2010-03/25/c_13224907.htm
http://www.antara.co.id/en/news/1269276289/ri-philippine-navies-to-step-up-sea-patrols
http://www.mb.com.ph/articles/248697/naval-local-forces-rescue-trawler
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GENERAL|20 MARCH 2010|CHINA DAILY  

Hijackings of ships to increase 

More pirate attacks in the Gulf of Aden and waters off 
Somalia is a possibility in the coming months, China's 
water transport authority warned on Friday. Liu 
Gongchen, safety supervisor of the Ministry of 
Transport, urged shipping companies to equip ocean-
bound merchant vessels with self-defense devices to 
fend off possible piracy attacks.  He warned that piracy 
attacks are likely to rise in the Gulf of Aden and waters 
off Somalia from now to May. Liu said with the 
summer monsoon approaching the Somali waters, 
conditions will be favorable for pirates from mid-
March to May, adding that October to December is 
another period that witnesses active piracy for similar 
reasons. According to statistics, Somali pirates hijacked 
43 ships during the two periods last year, accounting 
for 74 percent of the total attacks.  

Full Report 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

GENERAL| 8 MARCH 2010| THE EAST AFRICAN 

Piracy costs shipping firms over $100m annually, 
says report  

Piracy off the coast of Somalia is costing the 
international shipping industry at least $100 million a 
year, a new report states. Aside from payments in 
ransom τ estimated at about $110 million over the 
past two years τ there have also been increased 
transportation and insurance costs, as well as costs 
related to protecting ships. The report from the World 
tŜŀŎŜ CƻǳƴŘŀǘƛƻƴ ƴƻǘŜŘ ǘƘŀǘ ǇƛǊŀŎȅ ǿŀǎ ƴƻǿ άōƛƎ 
busƛƴŜǎǎέ ǿƛǘƘ ŀƴ ŜǎǘƛƳŀǘŜŘ мΣрлл ōǳŎŎŀƴŜŜǊǎ ƻŦŦ ǘƘŜ 
coast of Somalia involved in seven syndicates. The 
business is co-ordinated by a few bosses operating 
mainly from Kenya, Dubai and Lebanon.  

Full Report  
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AUSTRALIA| 5 APRIL 2010| REUTERS 

Stranded ship "time bomb" to Great Barrier Reef 

The owners of a Chinese bulk coal carrier that ran aground and spilled 
oil on the Great Barrier Reef could be fined up to a$1 million 
($920,000), the leader of Australia's Queensland state said on 
Monday. Salvagers were struggling to prevent the Shen Neng I 
breaking up in pristine waters off the country's northeastern coast, 
potentially spilling hundreds of tons of oil over the reef, which is one 
of Australia's top tourist attractions. The ship slammed into Douglas 
Shoal on Saturday traveling at full speed and significantly away from 
normal shipping lanes. "I think the book should be thrown at this 
organization," Queensland state Premier Anna Bligh told the 
Australian Broadcasting Corporation. "This is a very delicate part of 
one of the most precious marine environments on earth and there are 
safe, authorized shipping channels and that's where this ship should 
have been." 

Full Report  

 

 

 

 

http://www.chinadaily.com.cn/china/2010-03/20/content_9617189.htm
http://www.theeastafrican.co.ke/business/-/2560/874222/-/4d4f6hz/-/index.html

