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full article upon request. Please contact us through email: isyangfang@ntu.edu.sg (Ms. Yang 
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About RSIS Maritime Security Programme 

The RSIS Maritime Security Programme (MSP) was established in 2004 with LTC Joshua Ho 
as its Coordinator. The programme adopts a comprehensive and holistic approach to 
address maritime security issues as maritime challenges can have multiple effects that 
spread across a spectrum of disciplines as a result of countries being more interconnected in 
a globalized world. The programme aims to cover the spectrum of maritime security issues 
ranging from traditional maritime security topics to non-traditional maritime security issues. 
Topics like the impact of force modernization on the regional balance of power, maritime 
boundary disputes and its impact on regional stability, maritime terrorism, piracy and armed 
robbery, maritime cooperation, regime building and confidence building measures, the 
security of sea lanes and ports, the safety of navigation and the preservation of the marine 
environment are challenges that come within the ambit of the maritime security 
programme.  

In particular, areas of research in the programme fall mainly into 7 categories:  
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CHINA|31 DECEMBER 2009|GUARDIAN  

/ƘƛƴŀΩǎ ƛƴǘŜǊŜǎǘ ƛƴ ƴŀǾŀƭ ōŀǎŜΥ DǿŀŘŀǊ ƻǊ 
Hambantota or elsewhere?  

Pakistan would be only too happy to respond 
positively to any Chinese request for naval base 
facilities at Gwadar. The only inhibiting factor for 
China would be the bad security situation in the area 
due to the ongoing Baloch freedom struggle. From 
the point of view of security, Hambantota could be 
ideal for the Chinese, but would the Sri Lankan 
Government agree to any such proposal if it comes 
from Beijing? 

Full Report  

  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

CHINA|02 JANUARY 2010|UPI 

China has no plans for African Navy base  

The Chinese government says its Navy does not need 
a supply base in the Gulf of Aden to support ships 
operating against Somali pirates. The Defense 
Ministry responded to a recommendation from Yin 
Zhou, a retired admiral now working at the Navy's 
Equipment Research Center, China Daily reported. In 
a brief statement, the ministry said at-sea supply and 
the use of bases set up by other countries is 
sufficient. 

Full Report  

 

 

 

 
 

CHINA|30 DECEMBER 2009|BBC 

China floats idea of first overseas naval base 

A senior Chinese naval officer has suggested that China establish 
a permanent base in the Gulf of Aden to support its anti-piracy 
operations.  

Rear Admiral Yin Zhou's proposal was posted on the defence 
ministry website.  Mr Yin said supplying and maintaining the fleet 
off Somalia was challenging without such a base, and said other 
nations were unlikely to object. China's navy currently has no 
overseas bases, but there are calls in the media and web forums 
for this to change.  

Full Report  
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