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CHINA|06 DECEMBER 2009|WASHINGTON TIMES  

Countering Beijing's new weapon 

According to the incoming commander of the U.S. 
Pacific Command, Adm. Robert F. Willard, "In the past 
decade or so, China has exceeded most of our 
intelligence estimates of their military capability and 
capacity every year. They've grown at an 
unprecedented rate in those capabilities." Nowhere is 
this more evident than in China's development of an 
anti-ship ballistic missile capability, specifically 
designed to target U.S. aircraft carrier strike groups 
that are the principle obstacle to China's expansion 
goals in the Western Pacific. Bloomberg News reported 
that the Office of Naval Intelligence (ONI) has disclosed 
that China is close to fielding a new anti-ship ballistic 
missile. Some experts say this weapon system could be 
a game-changer by creating "no-go zones" for U.S. 
aircraft carriers.  

Full Report  

  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

CHINA & JAPAN|30 November 2009|CHOSUN ILBO  

China, Japan Plan 1st Joint Military Drill 

China and Japan have agreed to hold their first-ever 
joint naval military exercise. The Xinhua news agency 
on Saturday said Chinese Defense Minister Liang 
Guanglie met his Japanese counterpart Toshimi 
Kitazawa in Tokyo and announced a nine-point 
agreement including the joint military drill. The two 
agreed that the Chinese Navy and Japanese Maritime 
Self-Defense Force will hold a joint search and rescue 
exercises at an "appropriate time" and discuss the 
installation of a military hotline linking their navies. 
This is the first time Beijing and Tokyo have agreed to a 
joint military drill.  

Full Report 

 

 

 

 
KOREA|10 NOVEMBER 2009 |ARMED FORCES  

Korean Navies Skirmish in Disputed Waters 

South and North Korean navy ships exchanged fire in disputed 
ǿŀǘŜǊǎ ƻŦŦ ǘƘŜ ǇŜƴƛƴǎǳƭŀΩǎ ǿŜǎǘ Ŏƻŀǎǘ ƻƴ ¢ǳŜǎŘŀȅΣ ŀŎŎƻǊŘƛƴƎ ǘƻ 
South Korean news sources. A North Korean patrol boat 
reportedly ventured 1.3 kilometres (0.8 miles) southwards into 
waters claimed by South Korea, prompting the South Korean 
Navy to fire warning shots. When the North Korean ship 
continued moving southwards the South Korean Navy opened 
fire, with the North Korean vessel in turn responding with its own 
fire. The South Korean ship was left with 15 bullet holes, with 
reports saying that no military personnel were injured. The South 
ŎƭŀƛƳŜŘ ǘƘŀǘ ǘƘŜ bƻǊǘƘΩǎ ǎƘƛǇ ǿŀǎ ǎŜƴǘ ŀǿŀȅ ƛƴ ŦƭŀƳŜǎΦ 

Full Report  
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