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Battle For Sri Lankan Rebel Headquarters Rages

17 Dec 2008
 
Reuters
http://in.reuters.com/article/southAsiaNews/idINIndia-37068020081217

COLOMBO (Reuters) - Sri Lankan troops assaulted the outskirts of the separatist Tamil Tigers' self-
proclaimed capital on Wednesday, the military said, a day after both sides said they killed more than 
100 in a series of confrontations.

For a second day, troops launched coordinated assaults on the lines of trenches and earthen "bunds", 
or bunkers, that the Tigers have built encircling their headquarters town of Kilinochchi in northern Sri 
Lanka, the military said.

As dawn broke before the ground assault,  air  force jets  and Mi-24 attack  helicopters bombed and 
rocketed multiple bunkers and locations around Kilinochchi's periphery and on the main road running 
through it, the air force said.

Kilinochchi is a strategic target of a government increasingly confident of ending the 25-year conflict, 
after having made the most battlefield progress by any Sri Lankan administration so far in one of Asia's 
longest civil wars.

"They are fighting in about five directions toward that bund, and we are trying to expand our locations 
from there," military spokesman Brigadier Udaya Nanayakkara said.

"This bund is, from the west, about 5 km from town. From the south it is almost hugging the town limits. 
So now we are in the town limits and we are attacking the southern edge of the town," he said.

In what was one of the bloodiest single days since the military renewed its offensive in January after 
President  Mahinda  Rajapaksa  threw  out  a  poorly  observed  2002  truce,  soldiers  carried  out  four 
coordinated assaults on Kilinochchi on Tuesday.

The Liberation Tigers of Tamil Eelam (LTTE) initially said they killed 40 soldiers, but later upped the 
number to 130, the pro-rebel website TamilNet.com reported. That came after the military said it had 
killed 120 rebels and lost 25 soldiers.
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"More than 300 soldiers were wounded in the heavy battle that raged throughout the day till 4 p.m. on 
Tuesday on four main localities and along a wide stretch of the Kilinochchi frontiers," TamilNet quoted 
the Tigers' peace secretariat director S. Puleedevan as saying.

Nanayakkara denied the casualty count given by the LTTE, saying 25 soldiers had died. The number of 
missing soldiers had risen to 18 from 10, and those wounded remained at 160.

Verifying battlefield statistics is difficult since both sides bar independent access to the areas of the war 
zone they control. Both sides have routinely distorted the figures to their advantage in the past.

WAR PROGRESS

Analysts and allies say the war progress has energised Rajapaksa's political base, and is good cause to 
call early elections to capitalise on that while sidestepping criticism of his administration's handling of Sri 
Lanka's $32 billion economy.

Standard & Poor's Ratings Services on Monday lowered Sri Lanka's sovereign rating from B-plus to B, 
five notches below investment grade on declining foreign currency reserves and a high fiscal deficit.

The war accounts for almost a fifth of Sri Lanka's budget, increasingly funded by expensive foreign debt 
that has become scarce amid the global slowdown. Next year, defence spending is forecast at a record 
200 billion rupees ($1.79 billion).

The LTTE began fighting the government in 1983, saying it was battling for the rights of Tamils against 
mistreatment  by  successive  governments  led  by  the  Sinhalese  majority  since  Sri  Lanka  won 
independence from Britain in 1948.

But since then, it  has landed on U.S.,  E.U. and Indian terrorism lists because of scores of  suicide 
bombings and assassinations of politicians, civilians and rival Tamil figures.

($1 = 111.80 Sri Lankan rupees)
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Israelis Say Strikes Against Hamas Will Continue 

27 Dec 2008 

New York Times
http://www.nytimes.com/2008/12/28/world/middleeast/28mideast.html?pagewanted=all

GAZA — Waves of  Israeli  airstrikes  destroyed  Hamas security  facilities in  Gaza on Saturday in  a 
crushing response to the group’s rocket fire, killing more than 225 — the highest one-day toll in the 
Israeli-Palestinian conflict in decades.

Israeli military officials said the airstrikes, which went on into the night, were the start of what could be 
days or even months of an effort to force Hamas to end its rocket barrages into southern  Israel. The 
operation could include ground forces, a senior Israeli security official said. 

Palestinian officials said that most of the dead were security officers for Hamas, including two senior 
commanders, and that at least 600 people had been wounded in the attacks. 

After the initial airstrikes, dozens of rockets were fired into southern Israel, where an emergency was 
declared. Thousands of Israelis hurried into bomb shelters amid the hail  of rockets,  including some 
longer-range models that reached farther north than ever before. One man was killed in the town of 
Netivot, the first death from rocket fire since it intensified a week ago, and four were wounded.

A number of governments and international officials, including leaders of Russia, Egypt, the European 
Union and the United Nations, condemned Israel’s use of force and also called on Hamas to end the 
rocket fire. But in strong terms, the Bush administration blamed Hamas for the violence and demanded 
that it stop firing rockets. 

A military operation had been forecast and demanded by Israeli officials for weeks, ever since a rocky 
cease-fire between Israel and Hamas fully collapsed a week ago, leading again to rocket attacks in 
large numbers against Israel and isolated Israeli operations here. 
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Still, there was a shocking quality to Saturday’s attacks, which began in broad daylight as police cadets 
were  graduating,  women  were  shopping  at  the  outdoor  market,  and  children  were  emerging  from 
school. 

The center of Gaza City was a scene of chaotic horror, with rubble everywhere, sirens wailing, and 
women shrieking as dozens of mutilated bodies were laid out on the pavement and in the lobby of Shifa 
Hospital  so that  family members could identify them. The dead included civilians, including several 
construction workers and at least two children in school uniforms.

By afternoon, shops were shuttered, funerals began and mourning tents were visible on nearly every 
major street of this densely populated city. 

The leader of the Hamas government in Gaza, Ismail Haniya, said in a statement that “Palestine has 
never witnessed an uglier massacre.” Later, in a televised speech, he vowed to fight Israel. “We say in 
all confidence that even if we are hung on the gallows or they make our blood flow in the streets or they 
tear our bodies apart, we will bow only before God and we will not abandon Palestine,” he said.

In Damascus, Syria,  Hamas’s supreme leader,  Khaled Meshal, said in an interview with  Al Jazeera 
television that he was calling for a new Palestinian intifada against Israel, including the resumption of 
suicide attacks within Israel for the first time since 2005. Hamas, he said, had accepted “all the peaceful 
options, but without results.”

Ehud Barak, the Israeli defense minister and chairman of the Labor Party, said the military operation in 
Gaza would expand and deepen as necessary, adding, “There is a time for calm and a time for fighting, 
and this is the time for fighting.” 

“We wanted to attack military targets while the terrorists were inside the facilities and before Hamas was 
able to get its rockets out that were stored in some of the targets,” said a top Israeli security official, 
briefing a group of reporters by telephone on condition of anonymity.
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“Right now, we have to hit Hamas hard to stop the launching,” he added. “I don’t see any other way for 
Hamas to change its behavior. Hamas is not just a terrorist organization. It actually rules Gaza and is 
well supported by Iran with some of its leadership in Syria.” 

Hamas had in recent weeks let it be known that it doubted Israel would engage in a major military 
undertaking because of its coming elections. But in some ways the elections have made it impossible 
for officials like Mr. Barak not to react, because the public has grown anxious and angry over the rocket 
fire, which while causing no recent deaths and few injuries is deeply disturbing for those living near 
Gaza. 

Israeli officials said that anyone linked to the Hamas security structure or government was fair game 
because Hamas was a terrorist group that sought Israel’s destruction. But with work here increasingly 
scarce because of an international embargo on Hamas, young men are tempted by the steady work of 
the police force without necessarily fully accepting the Hamas ideology.  One of the biggest tolls on 
Saturday was at a police cadet graduation ceremony in which 15 people were killed.

Spokesmen  for  Hamas  officials,  who  have  mostly  gone  underground,  called  on  militants  to  seek 
revenge and fight to the last drop of blood. Several compared what was happening to the 2006 war 
between Israel and the Lebanese militia  Hezbollah, when Israel reacted to the capture and killing of 
soldiers along its northern border with air raids, followed by a ground attack. Hezbollah is widely viewed 
as having withstood those assaults and emerged much stronger politically.

The Arab League initially called an emergency meeting for Sunday in Cairo with all the foreign ministers 
from the member states, but later postponed it to Wednesday to give ministers time to respond.

Governments that dislike Hamas, like Egypt’s, Jordan’s and the Palestinian Authority in the West Bank, 
are in a delicate position. They blame Hamas for having taken over Gaza by force 18 months ago in the 
aftermath of its election victory in the Palestinian Parliament, and they oppose its rocket fire on Israeli 
towns and communities. 

But the sight of scores of Palestinians killed by Israeli warplanes outraged their citizens, and anti-Israel 
demonstrations broke out across the region. 
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President Mahmoud Abbas of the Palestinian Authority angrily condemned the Israeli airstrikes. Egypt, 
worried about possible efforts by Palestinians to enter the country, has set up machine guns along the 
Gaza border. But on Saturday it temporarily opened the Rafah border crossing in order to allow the 
wounded to be brought to Egyptian hospitals. 

In the West Bank and in some Arab parts of Jerusalem and Israel, Palestinians threw stones, causing 
some injuries. 

Hamas is officially committed to Israel’s destruction, and after it took over Gaza in 2007, it said it would 
not recognize Israel, honor previous Palestinian Authority commitments to it or end its violence against 
Israelis. 

Israel, backed by the United States, Europe, Egypt and the Palestinian Authority, has sought to isolate 
Hamas by squeezing Gaza economically,  a policy that human rights groups condemn as collective 
punishment. Israel and Egypt, which control routes into and out of Gaza, have blocked nearly all but 
humanitarian aid from going in. 

The result has been the near death of the Gazan economy. While enough food has gone in to avoid 
starvation, the level of suffering is very high and getting worse each week, especially in recent weeks as 
Israel closed the routes entirely for about 10 days in reaction to daily rocket fire. 

Opening the routes to commerce was Hamas’s main goal in its cease-fire with Israel, just as ending the 
rocket fire was Israel’s central aim. But while rocket fire did go down drastically in the fall to 15 to 20 a 
month from hundreds a month, Israel said it would not permit trade to begin again because the rocket 
fire  had  not  completely  stopped  and  because  Hamas  continued  to  smuggle  weapons  from Egypt 
through  desert  tunnels.  Hamas said  this  was  a  violation  of  the  agreement,  a  sign  of  Israel’s  real 
intentions and cause for further rocket fire. On Wednesday, some 70 rockets hit Israel over 24 hours, in 
a distinct increase in intensity.

The United Nations Security Council met late Saturday night to discuss the situation. 
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Envoys of the 15-nation council were discussing what diplomats said was a Russian-drafted statement 
calling for a halt to Israeli military operations in Gaza as well as a halt to rocket attacks upon Israel, 
Reuters reported.

Taghreed  El-Khodary  reported  from  Gaza,  and  Ethan  Bronner  from  Jerusalem.  Isabel  Kershner  
contributed reporting from Netivot, Israel, and Robert Pear from Crawford, Tex.
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The State of Iraq: An Update 

28 Dec 2008

New York Times
http://www.nytimes.com/2008/12/29/opinion/29ohanlon.html

AS 2008 and the Bush presidency conclude, Iraq has settled into a kind of violent semi-peace. The 
population-protection strategy initiated by Gen.  David Petraeus has been a remarkable success on 
balance. Its logic continues even though American force numbers in Iraq have nearly returned to pre-
surge levels. 

Former Secretary of Defense Donald Rumsfeld and his associates have been recently claiming that the 
groundwork for the surge was laid during their tenure, and that 2007 was not the first time the Pentagon 
increased forces in Iraq.  But  they miss the fact  that  only in the last  two years have our troops, in 
conjunction  with  the  Iraqi  security  forces,  emphasized protection of  the Iraqi  population.  They also 
ignore  the  simultaneous  effort  to  bring  Sunni  volunteers,  the  so-called  Sons  of  Iraq,  into  the 
counterinsurgency. These points are crucial — not only to set the record straight and understand current 
trends but, more important, to fashion future policy. 

While Iraqi security forces have shown huge improvement, other government institutions still flounder. 
Inflation is in check and the economy is growing, but quality of life for most Iraqis has improved only 
modestly. On the whole, we feel that the Iraqi government has met 7 of the 11 “Iraq index” benchmarks 
we have laid out, which include steps like establishing provincial election laws, reaching an accord on 
sharing oil revenue and enacting pension and amnesty laws. (Our system allows a score of 0, 0.5 or 1 
for each category, and is dynamic, meaning we can subtract points for backsliding.) 

For all the progress in Iraqi politics, including approving the status of forces agreement with the United 
States that takes effect on Jan. 1, there are still big challenges: agreements on how to share oil among 
all sectarian groups and provinces; determining the future status of Kirkuk and other places contested 
by Kurds and Arabs; and the resettlement of four million people.
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Jason Campbell is a research analyst at the Brookings Institution in Washington. Michael O’Hanlon is a 
senior fellow at Brookings. Amy Unikewicz is a graphic designer in South Norwalk, Conn.

<< Return to the Contents Page

Articles from subscriber only sites are available on request. Révolutionnaire is edited by Ho Shu Huang, Kalyan M. Kemburi, 
and  Ong Weichong, with contributions from Bernard Loo and Joshua Ho.  The Institute of Defence and Strategic Studies 
(IDSS) is a key research component of the  S. Rajaratnam School of International Studies (RSIS). It focuses on security 
research to serve national needs. IDSS' faculty and research staff conduct both academic and policy-oriented research on 
security-related issues and developments affecting Southeast  Asia and the Asia-Pacific.  Its research agenda presently 
comprises the following programmes: Maritime Security, the Revolution in Military Affairs, Multilateralism and Regionalism, 
Contemporary Islam, Indonesia and China.

http://www.rsis.edu.sg/
http://www.rsis.edu.sg/idss/
mailto:ishhho@ntu.edu.sg
mailto:isfwloo@ntu.edu.sg
mailto:iswcong@ntu.edu.sg
mailto:ISKalyan@ntu.edu.sg
mailto:isshho@ntu.edu.sg
http://www.rsis.edu.sg/research/Asia_Pacific_RMA.html


 révolutionnaire
   01/2009                                   02 JAN 09 – 15 JAN 09

Rebels Kill Nearly 200 in Congo, U.N. Says 
29 December 2008

New York Times
http://www.nytimes.com/2008/12/30/world/africa/30uganda.html

NAIROBI, Kenya — The Lord’s Resistance Army, the fearsome Ugandan rebel group notorious for its 
lurid violence and penchant for turning children into killers, massacred nearly 200 people in Congo last 
week, United Nations officials said Monday.

Skip to next paragraph 

Related

Times Topics: Lord's Resistance Army | Uganda

The rebels were being chased by a multinational military offensive against them, and as they fled, they 
hacked to death dozens of villagers in their path, according to Ugandan military officials. 

The killings may not be over. Most of the rebels escaped the military offensive and have scattered 
across a vast swath of rugged territory in the northeastern corner of Congo.

“The civilian population is really in danger,” said Ivo Brandau, a United Nations spokesman in Congo. 
“They are under attack.”

The Lord’s Resistance Army used to be the bane of Uganda’s existence. Starting in the late 1980s, the 
rebels terrorized villages in northern Uganda, killing tens of thousands of people and displacing nearly 
two million. They were notorious for kidnapping girls and boys as young as 10 and forcing them to serve 
as sex slaves and in death squads. They were driven by a strange mix of political grievances, bloodlust 
and self-proclaimed fundamentalist Christian beliefs.

The Ugandan military drove the rebels out of Uganda about five years ago and the rebels have been 
mostly hiding out in a thickly forested area of northeastern Congo ever since. There have been several 
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high-profile efforts, backed by the United Nations and the United States, to persuade Joseph Kony, the 
rebel’s phantom-like commander, to surrender.

The latest peace effort failed in late November when once again Mr. Kony did not show up to sign a 
peace agreement. The armies of Congo, Uganda and semiautonomous South Sudan then teamed up to 
wipe out the rebel bases.

But the rebels are known as excellent jungle fighters. They often carry solar panels on their backs to 
power their satellite phones and they can live on very little food and water. In the past several weeks, 
they seemed to have eluded the government troops and airstrikes.

In the process, they have raided several Congolese villages, possibly to signal that they are still a lethal 
force  to  be  reckoned  with.  According  to  United  Nations  officials,  the  rebels  struck  a  village called 
Faradje  on  Thursday,  killing  40  people.  Over  the  next  two  days,  they attacked two  more  villages, 
Doruma and Gurba, killing 149 more people.

Ugandan military officials have said that most of the victims were women and children, who were cut 
into pieces. A rebel spokesman denied responsibility for the killings, telling Agence France-Presse that 
the rebels were not in the area.

Mr. Kony is wanted by the International Criminal Court for crimes against humanity.
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Ambush Raises Unsettling Questions in Afghanistan 
20 December 2008 

New York Times
http://www.nytimes.com/2008/12/21/world/asia/21ambush.html?pagewanted=all

KABUL, Afghanistan — It was one of the most humiliating attacks the Afghan security forces had ever 
suffered.  On Nov.  27,  Taliban insurgents ambushed a supply  convoy in  the northwest  province of 
Badghis, killing nine Afghan soldiers and five police officers, wounding 27 men, capturing 20 others, 
destroying at least 19 vehicles and stealing five, Afghan officials said. 

The  Afghan  authorities  quickly  learned  that  the  man  suspected  of  having  orchestrated  the  attack, 
Maulavi  Ghulam Dastagir,  had only weeks before been in  police custody on charges of  aiding the 
Taliban. 

Mr.  Dastagir  had  been  personally  released  by  President  Hamid  Karzai after  assurances  from  a 
delegation of tribal elders that he would live a peaceful life, officials said this month. 

The ambush, and the presidential pardon that allowed the insurgent to go free, have become the subject 
of a governmental inquest and the source of profound embarrassment for the Afghan government. 

The case has also underscored the vulnerabilities of the Afghan security forces as the Taliban have 
multiplied their presence around the country and, in only the past few years, have gained strength in 
regions that were once relatively peaceful, like the northwest. Developing the Afghan security forces is a 
cornerstone of the American-led effort to defeat the insurgents.

“This is an important subject for everybody because we haven’t had these sorts of casualties before,” 
said Gen. Zaher Azimi, the spokesman for the Ministry of Defense. 

Mr. Karzai has publicly said little, if anything, about the case. His spokesman, Humayun Hamidzada, 
acknowledged in an interview last week that the president had released Mr. Dastagir from detention in 
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September after a meeting with a delegation of tribal elders and politicians from Badghis who appealed 
for his freedom. 

From time to time, Mr. Karzai issues pardons for detainees, though these orders often happen without 
publicity. In traditional Afghan society, problems are often resolved through quiet discussions among 
tribal elders and other community leaders. 

“They thought he was a good person and not an enemy of the state,” Mr. Hamidzada said. “Based on 
their advice, he decided to release him.”

“Many people are taken into custody illegally and are lumped with the Taliban and others,” he added. 
“They’re not all Taliban, they’re not all terrorists.” 

The spokesman said it was not yet certain whether Mr. Dastagir had led the ambush, though General 
Azimi, the Defense Ministry spokesman, said the evidence indicated that he “played the main role.”

Reached by telephone late Saturday, Mr. Dastagir laughed when asked whether he had been involved 
in the ambush. “Definitely!” he exclaimed, and laughed again. “I am a jihadist, I will continue my jihad,” 
he declared. “My morale is very high.”

The Taliban insurgency, which is based in Afghanistan’s southern and southeastern provinces, along 
the border with Pakistan, has steadily expanded to other parts of the country, particularly in the west 
and northwest. 

In  the past  three years,  the size of  the Taliban presence in Badghis,  a  mountainous and sparsely 
populated province on the border with Turkmenistan, has multiplied from almost nothing to a force that 
numbers in the high hundreds, if not more, and that has cowed local officials and has come to dominate 
large areas of territory, provincial officials said.

This growth, residents and local officials say, has been relatively unchecked by Afghan and international 
security forces.
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The insurgency has also become increasingly tenacious in the neighboring provinces of  Herat  and 
Faryab. In the telephone interview on Saturday, Mr. Dastagir, who said he was speaking from Badghis, 
vowed to solidify the Taliban’s foothold in those provinces and press the insurgency’s campaign farther. 
“We will infiltrate the other provinces in the north,” he said. 

Several officials said Mr. Karzai’s release of Mr. Dastagir was a major setback in the struggle to roll 
back the Taliban presence in Badghis. 

“The Afghan and foreign security forces don’t have a strategy for security in Badghis,” said Qari Dawlat 
Khan, the leader of the provincial council. 

The autopsy of the ambush also revealed flaws in military planning and intelligence gathering, including 
fundamental problems in the command of the unit that been attacked, the Afghan National Army’s 207th 
Corps, Afghan officials said.

Before the Badghis ambush, the unit had suffered significant losses in several insurgent attacks in the 
past two years in Badghis and the western provinces of Farah and Herat, and the performance of the 
unit’s commander was under review, officials said.

The convoy’s mission was to carry supplies for the police from Qala-i-Nau, the provincial capital, to 
Balamorghab, a Taliban stronghold about 70 miles away along poor roads, officials said. 

On Nov. 26, about 200 Afghan soldiers and police officers set out from Qala-i-Nau, spent the night in the 
village of Mangan, near the border, then resumed driving early the next morning.

As the road passed through a gorge near Balamorghab, insurgents hiding on the bluffs above opened 
fire with small arms and rocket-propelled grenades, officials said. The initial volleys blew up an oil tank-
truck that was positioned toward the head of the convoy, blocking the road and dividing the forward 
vehicles in the convoy from the others. 

The ensuing battle lasted several hours, ending only after four helicopters, two from the Afghan Army 
and two from the international forces, arrived with Afghan commandos to help repel the insurgents. 
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General  Azimi,  the  Defense  Ministry  spokesman,  said  the  attack  was  “totally  unexpected,”  in  part 
because the commanders had taken the tribal elders at their word and believed that the local Taliban 
fighters would not initiate any attacks after the release of Mr. Dastagir.

Since the attack, the government’s top security officials have been called to testify before Parliament 
twice. Muhammad Eqbal Safi, a member of Parliament and the chairman of the lower house’s defense 
committee, said the officials’ explanations about the security forces’ lack of readiness “did not convince 
us.” 

A high-level official in the Afghan intelligence service, the National Directorate of Security,  informed 
Parliament last  week that intelligence officials had warned military and police officials of a possible 
Taliban ambush in late-November, Mr. Safi said.

Mohammad Yaqub, a lawmaker from Badghis, who was not in the delegation that visited Mr. Karzai, 
said it was commonly believed that there were several hundred, and possibly thousands, of Taliban 
fighters in the province. The convoy, he said, “was like handing food to the enemy.” 

Rangeen Mushkwani, a senator from Badghis who attended the elders’ meeting with Mr. Karzai, said 
the Taliban ordered the delegation to plead for Mr. Dastagir’s release. “These people did not come by 
their own choice,” Mr. Mushkwani said. “They were forced to come.”

Mr. Mushkwani said that he attended the meeting only to protect his relatives in Badghis. “Because my 
relatives, my cousins, my family members are living under the authority of the Taliban, I couldn’t say that 
I wasn’t going,” he said.

According to Mr. Hamidzada, Mr. Karzai’s spokesman, the president has requested the names of the 
delegation’s members. If the investigation determines that Mr. Dastagir was responsible for the ambush, 
he said, the government would hold the elders responsible. 

“Karzai took a political gamble and released him,” Mr. Yaqub, the lawmaker from Badghis, said of Mr. 
Dastagir. The president, he added, was “deceived.”
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Abdul Waheed Wafa and Taimoor Shah contributed reporting.
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Guo  Boxiong  Stresses  On  Constantly  Opening  New  Prospect  Of 
Defense And Army Modernization

19 December 2008

PLA Daily, Li Jingpo 
http://english.chinamil.com.cn/

The PLA conference to commemorate the 30th anniversary of the holding of the Third Plenary Session 
of the 11th Central Committee of the Communist Party of China (CPC) was held on Dec. 16 in Beijing. 
Guo Boxing, member of the Political Bureau of the CPC Central Committee and vice chairman of the 
Central Military Commission, stressed in his address that it was required to keep the eyes on all-roundly 
fulfilling the historical mission of the army in the new century and the new period, make efforts to carry 
forward the fine tradition of the army of obeying the command of the Party,  serving the people, and 
being brave and skillful in battle, boost the better and faster development of the army building, and 
successfully accomplish various missions entrusted by the Party and the people.  Xu Caihou, member 
of  the  Political  Bureau  of  the  CPC  Central  Committee  and  vice  chairman  of  the  Central  Military 
Commission, presided over  the conference.  Members of  the Central  Military Commission, including 
Liang Guanglie, Chen Bingde, Li Jinai, Liao Xilong, Chang Wanquan, Jing Zhiyuan, Wu Shengli and Xu 
Qiliang, attended the conference.  When chairing the conference, Xu Caihou pointed out that the army 
should act on the strategic arrangements of the 17th CPC National Congress, further emancipate the 
mind, adhere to reform and innovation, boost the faster and better development of the army building, 
effectively  fulfill  the  historical  mission  entrusted  by  the  Party  and  the  people,  and  make  new 
contributions to building a moderately prosperous society in an all-round way. 
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Taiwan Needs Caution In Military Reform

19 December 2008

Taiwan News
http://www.taiwannews.com.tw/etn/news_content.php?
id=815978&lang=eng_news&cate_img=83.jpg&cate_rss=news_Politics_TAIWAN
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Recently, the Ministry of National Defense has begun to promote a fully "voluntary" and "professional" 
military service system in order to turn the country's armed forces into a "lean and mean" fighting 
force in line with Chinese Nationalist Party (Kuomintang) President Ma Ying-jeou's concept of a "hard 
R.O.C." (Republic of China). 

A symposium held at the Institute of International Relations in Taipei City earlier this month was held 
evidently to test the waters of public opinion for this plan, but turned into a site for heated debate over 
the so-called "porcupine strategy" proposed by United States Naval War College Professor William 
Murray. 

Murray assumes that the key facilities and equipment of  Taiwan's air  and naval  forces would be 
destroyed at the beginning of a cross-strait conflict and suggests a shift in Taiwan's defense strategy 
to emphasize the strengthening of ground forces and the conservation of combat capabilities. 

Murray's position dovetails with Ma's own abandonment of the "active defense" philosophy adopted 
by the previous Democratic Progressive Party administration of ex-president Chen Shui-bian. 

Taiwan's degree of freedom in building up its defense force or military strategy is structurally very 
limited,  but  the situation will  become even worse  if  the Taiwan  government adopts  self-imposed 
constraints on its already constrained manoeuvring room. 

Risky myths 

Ma's criticism of Chen's concept of "active defense," which aimed to ensure that at least the initial 
stages  of  a  cross-strait  conflicts  took  place  offshore  Taiwan's  densely  populated  territory,  as 
"provocative" and his adoption of a strategy that would ensure that any conflict takes place on Taiwan 
is making Taiwan and our 23 million people even more vulnerable to threats from the PRC. 

In general, Ma's national defense strategy is a passive defense with only very limited scope of military 
deterrence which is predicated on his wishful assumption that the PRC's "opening-up" policy will bring 
about tremendous changes in the Taiwan Strait situation. 

While former president Chen emphasized the need to ensure Taiwan's national security and building 
up defenses to protect our people from the PRC's growing military threat, Ma believes that, despite 
China's rapid military build-up, cross-strait relations are moving toward peace and mutual benefit and 
that his mission as president of the "Republic of China" is to help Taiwan gain more opportunities. 

From this perspective, Ma maintains that the former DPP government's "active defense" approach is 
too "provocative" to Beijing and has opted for a "solid defense" or "hard ROC" stance which highlights 
defensive concepts such as "cannot be intimidated, cannot be blockaded, cannot be occupied and 
cannot be vanquished." 

In line with this notion, the restored KMT government plans to replace today's partial  conscripted 
armed forces with a fully "volunteer" military within four to six years. 

On the  surface,  Ma's  approach appears  to  be  less provocative  and cheaper  as ground defense 
systems are generally less expensive than fighter aircraft or submarines and Aegis destroyers and the 
concept of a fully volunteer military would seem to reduce the burden of supporting a large military 
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force on our society and economy. 

However, there are worrisome flaws in Ma's defense concept. 

First, the KMT president's calls for a "diplomatic truce" or a reduction or elimination of the over 1,000 
missiles  deployed  by  the  PRC  military  across  from  Taiwan  have  gone  unheeded  and  Beijing 
continues to insist on its "one China principle" which arrogantly posits that Taiwan is part of the PRC 
and refuses to renounce the use of force against Taiwan to ensure "unification." 

Second,  China's  economic rise may be creating business opportunities but  it  is  also fuelling the 
continued double-digit expansion of the PRC's military budget that is spurring the exacerbation of a 
dangerous imbalance in military force capabilities in the Taiwan Strait. 

Moreover,  there  is  no  certainty  that  China's  economic  development  will  lead  to  political 
democratization or social stability in the PRC itself. There are also no guarantees that future Chinese 
governments, democratic or otherwise, will respect the independence of Taiwan or the right of free 
choice of Taiwan's 23 million people to determine their own national identity or destiny. 

Moreover, Taiwan's military development and defense strategy are deeply intertwined with democratic 
allies such as the U.S. and Japan and their security partners in the Asia-Pacific region, all of whom 
will be shocked and discomfited if Taiwan does not consult with them before retreating from "active 
defense" to "passive defense." 

Combined with the spreading of illusions that "peace is breaking out" in the Taiwan Strait, such an 
unilateral  decision  could  well  reduce  the  willingness  of  Washington  and  Tokyo  to  assist  Taiwan 
defend itself from possible PRC intimidation or active threats if the touted cross-strait reconciliation 
falters. 

Hence, while it is fine for Ma to express goodwill to Beijing, the KMT government's military strategy 
should  be  based  on  reality  and  not  ideological  myths  or  wishful  fantasies  if  it  aims  to  fulfill  its 
responsibility to defend the interests of the 23 million citizens who elected it
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A Lean War Machine 
20 December 2008 

New York Times
http://www.nytimes.com/2008/12/21/opinion/21owens.html

CAN Barack Obama afford to keep the Defense Department’s budget at the extraordinary levels of the 
last  seven  years?  With  the  spreading  recession,  the  answer  is  no.  Can  he  make  cuts  without 
jeopardizing national security and the safety of our troops? The answer is yes — but only if we demand 
that contractors, the four services and lawmakers make their own interests a lower priority and build a 
stronger military based on joint-service cooperation and real innovation.

In 2008, the United States has spent nearly $700 billion on defense. That is more than twice as much as 
the next five militaries in the world combined. Half-a-trillion dollars went to the Pentagon’s “base budget” 
and $180 billion more paid for the wars in Iraq and Afghanistan. Even if both conflicts ended today, we 
would face continuing war costs, including those to replace equipment and tend to the wounded. 

The American war machine that swept away the Saddam Hussein regime was built during the eight 
years of the Clinton presidency for about $300 billion a year (adjusted for inflation). George W. Bush 
added  more  than  a  trillion  dollars  over  the  past  eight  years,  not  including  money  that  went  to 
Afghanistan and Iraq. 

Some may argue defense spending is just what we need in a recession, pointing to how the United 
States spent itself out of the Great Depression to fight World War II. But our economy has changed 
fundamentally since then, moving from an industrial base to a service and information base. And unlike 
in 1942, the American military today is already vastly superior to any other. 

The claim that continuing extraordinary military expenditures are good for the economy is false. There 
are much better Main Street investments to end the recession around (public works and education, to 
name a couple). There is no need to keep military spending level — the money is going largely to 
maintain a military that is increasingly less effective in meeting future security challenges, and hundreds 
of millions of dollars are squandered because of inefficiency, poor budgeting and greed. 
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The saddest thing about this is that the Pentagon tends to make cuts by trying to stretch and shave 
existing  programs.  What  President  Dwight  D.  Eisenhower  called  the  “military-industrial  complex”  is 
resurgent, this time driven by defense contractors. Their myopic drive to assure quarterly profits stifles 
innovation. And little changes because they wield inordinate influence through contracts in nearly every 
Congressional district. 

There is a better way, one that turns the necessity of cost reductions into a military more suited to the 
national  security challenges we will  face down the road. We need to realize the principles of  what 
military planners called the “revolution of military affairs” of the mid-1990s. To do so calls for innovations 
in three areas: first, a joint-service perspective that emphasizes the interdependence of the Army, Navy, 
Air Force and Marine Corps; second, investment that focuses on cutting-edge information technology 
systems that allow our forces to  work  together more effectively,  rather than more spending on the 
complex and expensive major weapons systems of the past; and last, changes in the way the Pentagon 
goes about assessing its needs and contracting.

“Jointness”  can  reduce  redundancies:  by  acting  separately,  the  services  needlessly  duplicate  one 
another’s efforts in logistics, communications, intelligence, medical services and administration — not to 
mention several areas of war-fighting. Because each service operates its bases independently, we have 
far too many. Consolidating them into “megabases” would make for greater effectiveness and save tens 
of billions. Likewise, an emphasis on information technology can increase the strength of the force while 
it reduces the need for manpower, the single most expensive aspect of today’s military. 

We must eliminate the unjustified excesses of the military-industrial complex, the dangerous reticence in 
meeting  the  real  challenges  of  the  21st  century,  and  the  inertia  within  the  national  security 
establishment. By restarting the revolution in military affairs, we can better support our national security 
and the men and women in our military, who deserve the very best that money can buy. 

William A. Owens, a retired Navy admiral who was the vice chairman of the Joint Chiefs of Staff from  
1994 to 1996, is writing a book on 21st-century security. 
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A Few Big Ideas 
30 December 2008

New York Times
http://www.nytimes.com/2008/12/31/opinion/31wed1.html

Over the past several months, we’ve discussed the many,  severe challenges confronting America’s 
military services and recommended a set of urgent fixes to relieve the stresses on the men and women 
fighting overseas and keep the country safe. It is also worth exploring more long-term ideas. Here are 
three that have particularly impressed us, that we hope will help stimulate a wider debate. 

Mr. Gates Champions Diplomacy: Cabinet secretaries rarely go to bat for other departments, especially 
when their own budgets could be at risk. But Defense Secretary Robert Gates has pressed the case for 
more robust diplomacy and more spending on the State Department and foreign aid. “But not every 
outrage, every act of aggression or every crisis can or should elicit a military response,” he wrote in the 
current  issue  of  Foreign  Affairs  magazine.  Wherever  possible,  he  said,  military  action  “should  be 
subordinated  to  measures  aimed  at  promoting  better  governance,  economic  programs  that  spur 
development  and  efforts  to  address  the  grievances  among  the  discontented,  from whom terrorists 
recruit.” That sounds pretty levelheaded to us.

It also is a big change from his predecessor, Donald Rumsfeld, who fought to control every aspect of the 
Afghanistan and Iraq wars — and pretty much everything else. Many of his generals were a lot smarter, 
pleading for more help from State Department experts on reconstruction, politics and foreign aid. Too 
often the State Department lacked enough people with the right skills to do those jobs. 

America must ensure that its military remains strong. But the State Department also must develop more 
capacity for conflict prevention and for postconflict reconstruction. We’re glad to see that Hillary Rodham 
Clinton, President-elect Barack Obama’s choice for secretary of state, seems determined to bolster the 
agency’s role. We hope that she can depend on Mr. Gates for continued support, no matter how tough 
the budget fights may get. 
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So What About Transformation? We know that was the buzzword of Mr. Rumsfeld’s Pentagon. So it’s 
not surprising that all the talk of high-tech war, and owning the battlefield, has lost a lot of its luster. 
“Shock and awe” did not deliver the promised swift, antiseptic victory in Iraq. A smaller, more mobile 
ground  force  proved  — disastrously  — to  be  far  too  small  for  fighting  insurgents  or  rebuilding  a 
shattered Iraq.

We know that. But continued technological transformation is still essential to the future success of the 
armed forces. The point is to learn from these past mistakes and get it right. 

The  Pentagon  needs  to  make  smarter  uses  of  technology  and  not  forget  about  other  necessary 
elements and skills of 21st-century warfare — like adequate postwar planning, sufficient numbers of 
troops on the ground and better training in dealing with civilian populations. A skilled translator or a civil-
affairs specialist could help win hearts and minds while a poorly aimed smart bomb that destroys the 
wrong house would lose them.

Superior technology has been America’s great comparative advantage on battlefields around the world 
for generations. It must continue to be so.

The Army’s  troubled Future Combat System — a network of  ground vehicles,  pilotless aircraft  and 
launching systems intended to provide individual soldiers with a real-time satellite view of the entire 
battlefield — exemplifies the great potential value and some of the potential pitfalls of highly advanced 
technology. 

Conceived before 9/11, it  is  not primarily  a counterinsurgency weapon. But it  would give American 
ground forces enormous advantages in any future battles against a conventionally organized enemy 
force. Such contingencies are too likely not to prepare for.

But since the Future Combat System is built around so many new and previously untested elements, it 
has encountered major cost overruns and serious delays. Parts of the program have been cut back. And 
critics are now asking if its development costs might not be better spent on personnel and other more 
pressing needs. The Army clearly needs to get a better grip on the system’s costs and progress. But it is 
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the kind of technology that promises to make American ground forces safer and more effective on 21st-
century battlefields.

Jointness:  Another  concept  that  the  Pentagon has spent  more  time talking  about  than applying  is 
“jointness.”  Translated,  it  means  getting  the  Army,  Navy,  Marines  and  Air  Force  to  transcend 
interservice  rivalries  and  practice  fighting  together,  developing  and  using  common  equipment  and 
sharing bases.

Jointness is a terrific  idea, which can save a lot  of  money and make troops more effective on the 
battlefield.  Other militaries,  Israel’s for  example,  practice jointness across the board.  The Pentagon 
mostly  confines  it  to  special  projects.  The  most  ambitious  of  these is  the  F-35 joint  strike  fighter, 
developed to serve both Air Force and Navy needs. It is scheduled to come into production in 2012. 
Unfortunately,  the  Air  Force  and  Navy also  developed  their  own  expensive  next-generation  fighter 
aircraft while waiting for the F-35 to become available.

The case for jointness goes far beyond procurement. As William A. Owens, a retired Navy admiral, 
wrote in a recent Op-Ed article in The Times, the defense budget is padded with redundant spending for 
communications,  intelligence,  medical  and  administrative  expenses  that  the  services  could  easily 
consolidate. He also pointed out that combining currently separate Army, Navy and Air Force bases into 
“megabases” could save tens of billions of dollars and actually add to military effectiveness.

It is a big idea that many in the services will resist. But at a time when the country is facing grave threats 
— and when the military is under such grave stress — all of the nation’s leaders must be open to big 
ideas. 
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Three Navies Building Aircraft Carriers

12 December 2008

UPI Asia
http://www.upiasia.com/Security/2008/12/12/three_navies_building_aircraft_carriers/3135/

Hong Kong, China — Russia, India and China will be building aircraft carriers for their navies almost 
simultaneously over the next five years or so, using many of the same design concepts, technologies 
and equipment. This is unprecedented in the history of shipbuilding. 

The three countries are currently enjoying healthy political relations, smoothing the way for Russia’s 
continued military cooperation with both China and India with regard to aircraft carrier technologies. 

The news that China is about to start building its aircraft carrier is no secret in either Russia or Ukraine. 
Multiple authoritative sources from the Russian shipbuilding industry have confirmed in recent interviews 
with the author that China has candidly informed Russia of its intentions. After all, the technology and 
subsystems for China’s aircraft carrier are largely from Russia. 

As reported previously, systems such as arresting equipment for aircraft landings have been imported 
from Russia. A Russian shipbuilding industry source has also confirmed that China’s first aircraft carrier 
will use the Russian ski-jump deck. 

“This is a Russian invention, but it has been accepted by both India and China,” said the source. 

India  launched its  aircraft  carrier  construction  project  about  one year  ago.  It  also  incorporates  the 
Russian ski-jump deck design for aircraft take-offs, and uses steel plates imported from Russia. It will 
also use Russian MiG-29K shipborne fighters. 

At the same time, Russia has an ambitious plan to build new aircraft carriers for its own navy. The 
commander-in-chief of the Russian Navy,  Admiral Vladimir Masorin, declared in 2007 that the Navy 
would need at least three aircraft carriers before 2020 and that Russia would build nuclear-powered 
carriers. 
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The design of the new aircraft carriers is currently under way at the Russian Nevskoye Design Bureau. 
The designs for  this project are expected to be completed by 2010, and the first carrier  should be 
finished around 2016-2017 – which coincides with China’s plan to build its first aircraft carrier. The chief 
designer  at  this  facility  told  the  author  in  an  interview that  China  had not  asked for  assistance in 
designing its aircraft carrier, however. 

Russia’s aircraft carrier construction program is not yet officially listed in the 2005-2015 national defense 
equipment development agenda. Moreover, the issue of using a nuclear-powered propulsion system is 
controversial within the Russian Navy. It seems no final decision has been made as to what propulsion 
system will be fitted on the new carriers. 

Despite similar timeframes and shared technologies, there are several major differences between the 
aircraft carrier construction plans of Russia and China. First, the Russian Navy has had 35 years of 
experience with aircraft carriers, including the technologies and experience of building the Ulyanovsk-
class nuclear powered aircraft carrier – even though this project was never completed, having been 
abandoned at the end of the Cold War. The Chinese Navy has no such experience. 

Second, Russia has a full toolbox of production technologies, while the PLA Navy has to search around 
to acquire these technologies. Thirdly and most importantly,  the Russian Navy fleets have practical 
experience with aircraft carriers, while the PLA Navy has had to start from zero – including the building 
of large surface warships and strategic nuclear-powered ballistic missile submarines. 

Russia today still has a large number of nuclear-powered submarines armed with cruise missiles and 
nuclear attack submarines in service. For instance, there are five Project P671 SSNs in service in the 
navy alone, eight Project 949B SSGNs and more than 10 Project 970 serial SSNs. 

Moreover, the first of the latest generation P885 SSNs has already been launched. The Russian Navy 
has  enough  warships  and  large-tonnage  nuclear  submarines  to  form  three  aircraft  carrier  fleets 
immediately. This is in sharp contrast to the PLA Navy’s rather obsolete capabilities. 

Russian Deputy Prime Minister  Sergei  Ivanov,  who is  in charge of  Russia’s  defense industry,  said 
recently that an investment of close to 5 trillion rubles (US$180 billion) would be required to build three 
aircraft carriers. His remark could be inaccurate – actual cost should be closer to US$20.8 billion. 
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Prime Minister Vladimir Putin recently gave the go-ahead to build the new aircraft carriers, in any case. 
Putin said last February that building the carriers would boost the Russian economy and improve the 
social well-being of the country before 2020. 

Still  this is a huge budget, especially under current global financial pressures. Russia had hoped to 
cooperate with foreign countries in one way or another to lower the total cost. This is one reason Russia 
has been closely watching both China and India’s aircraft carrier construction programs. 

The production of Su-33 fighters is one opportunity for Russia. China has said it will need this type of 
fighters, but the production lines for this combat aircraft closed down years ago. If the Russian Navy’s 
new aircraft carriers also require upgraded variants of the same fighters, the production line will very 
likely be reopened, which would reduce costs. 

At present, there are two shipbuilders in Russia capable of building aircraft carriers. First choice is the 
Sevmash Shipyard located at Severodvinsk city. This is where the Indian Navy is receiving assistance in 
upgrading the Admiral Gorshkov aircraft carrier, which it bought from Russia. This shipyard also built 
two Kilo-636 submarines for China’s PLA Navy. 

If Russia decides to use gas turbines for its new aircraft carriers it will probably build them here, as this 
shipyard is now acquiring experience in manufacturing gas turbines for the Indian Navy’s carrier. 

The other option is the Baltic Sea Shipyard located at St. Petersburg. This is the shipyard that built the 
24,000-ton Kilov-class nuclear-powered cruiser for the Russian Navy. This colossal cruiser uses a KN-3 
nuclear reactor.  If  Russia chooses to build a nuclear-powered aircraft  carrier,  this shipyard has the 
advantage with its nuclear technology and experience. 

Before  the  designs  are  completed  the  controversy  will  continue  within  the  Russian  Navy  and  the 
defense  establishment  as  to  whether  the  new aircraft  carriers  should  use  conventional  or  nuclear 
propulsion systems. 

Within the pro-conventional power faction there are additional controversies. For instance, should the 
propulsion system use four to six gas turbines or continue using ordinary turbines and boilers? 

If  the gas turbine is chosen, both China and Russia have the option of using Ukrainian DN-80 gas 
turbine  engines,  each  of  which  has  an  output  power  of  24,300  hp.  China  has  been  licensed  to 
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manufacture  these  DN-80  gas  turbines  domestically,  and  the  PLA  Navy’s  052B/052C  destroyers 
currently use this propulsion system. 

An alternative gas turbine would be the M90FR jointly developed by Russia and Ukraine, which has an 
output power of 27,500 hp. 

-- 

(Andrei Chang is editor-in-chief of Kanwa Defense Review Monthly, registered in Toronto, Canada.)
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Russia Delays Delivery Of 38 Military Planes To China Till 2010

19 December 2008

RIA Novosti  
http://en.rian.ru/russia/20081217/118904900.html

MOSCOW -- Russia will deliver 38 military planes to China, when a new aircraft production line is up 
and  running,  but  not  before  2010,  the  head  of  the  federal  military  cooperation  service  said  on 
Wednesday.  Russia has run into problems over its $1.5 billion contract with China, signed in 2005, to 
supply 34 Il-76 cargo planes and four Il-78 fuel tankers.  Originally, these planes were to be built in 
Tashkent, Uzbekistan, but then a decision was made to move production to Russia. Experts have put 
the  cost  of  equipping  the  Ulyanovsk  plant  to  manufacture  the  planes  at  $100  million.   The  new 
production line is not expected to be up and running before December 2010. 
"At  the moment we have no aircraft  ready [for  delivery]  and we  are waiting for  a  signal  when the 
[Ulyanovsk] plant will be ready. After that we will start work on the contract," Mikhail Dmitriyev said.  He 
did not say when deliveries would start or be completed under the contract. 
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Russia, Testing U.S. Sway, Offers Lebanon 10 Warplanes 

18 December 2008

New York Times
http://www.nytimes.com/2008/12/18/world/middleeast/18lebanon.html?_r=1

BEIRUT, Lebanon — Lebanon’s defense minister announced in Moscow on Tuesday that Russia had 
offered to give the country 10 MIG-29 fighter jets that would significantly upgrade its antiquated air force 
and serve as a slap to the United States. 

The United States is Lebanon’s main military partner, but American plans to help rebuild the country’s 
army and air force are moving slowly. And Russia, which is increasingly challenging the United States in 
regions where American influence has been paramount, has made other gestures toward reasserting 
itself in the Mediterranean.
Lebanon’s military had no official comment on the offer. It is far from clear whether the jets would be 
delivered.  The deal  would  depend on the Lebanese government’s  approval  and would  have  to  be 
discussed with the country’s allies, said a former Lebanese military official who spoke on the condition 
of anonymity, citing diplomatic sensitivities.

United States officials seemed somewhat taken aback by the announcement, saying they needed to 
speak with their military counterparts in Russia and Lebanon before they could confirm that Russia had 
made a formal offer. 

“This is very early yet,” said Christopher C. Straub, deputy assistant secretary of defense for the Middle 
East. He said American officials had no plans to offer a fighter jet to Lebanon to try to counter the 
Russian offer. 

That offer raised the possibility,  however unlikely,  of a striking change in direction for the Lebanese 
military. Defense Minister Elias Murr said Tuesday that the unexpected offer made his trip to Moscow 
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“the most  important  visit  I  have made since my appointment  as minister  of  defense,”  according to 
Lebanon’s state-owned Central News Agency. 

He also referred to “promises we heard in the past about equipping the army with weapons,” some of 
which turned out to be “only promises,” The Daily Star, a Beirut newspaper, reported. 

Those comments seemed to convey frustration with recent United States pledges to step up military aid 
to Lebanon after Syria withdrew in 2005. Some aid has been delivered, but at a slow pace, and it is not 
clear whether more substantial items, like combat helicopters, will arrive.

Israeli leaders have expressed concern about some of the more powerful weapons being considered for 
Lebanon, fearing they could be used against their country. All this has led some Lebanese officials to 
question the American commitment.

The American aid is meant to build an armed force to help stabilize Lebanon and provide a legitimate 
alternative to the Shiite militant group Hezbollah.

Lebanon has a longstanding military relationship with the United States, where its officer corps has been 
trained. American officials have sometimes intervened when other countries offered to supply weapons.

Lebanon’s air  force consists of  only a few 1950s-era jets and a small  number of  Vietnam War-era 
helicopters. The MIG-29, often compared to the American F-16 fighter, is vastly more powerful than 
anything the United States was considering providing to Lebanon. The most recent Pentagon offer, in 
terms of air power, is a Cessna Caravan, a single-engine prop plane.

The Cessna would allow Lebanon to strike a domestic terrorist target, Mr. Straub said. But it would be 
no threat to Israeli forces; it could easily be shot down. The MIG-29 has the potential to be a threat, 
given its speed, maneuverability and ability to carry advanced weapons. 

Eric Lipton contributed reporting from Washington.
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How to Pay for a 21st-Century Military 
21 December 2008

New York Times

http://www.nytimes.com/2008/12/21/opinion/21sun1.html?pagewanted=all

In recent weeks, this page has called for major changes in America’s armed forces: more ground forces, 
less reliance on the Reserves, new equipment and training to replace cold-war weapons systems and 
doctrines. 

Money will have to be found to pay for all of this, and the Pentagon can no longer be handed a blank 
check, as happened throughout the Bush years. 

Since 2001, basic defense spending has risen by 40 percent in real post-inflation dollars. That is not 
counting the huge supplemental budgets passed — with little serious review or debate — each year to 
pay for the wars in Iraq and Afghanistan. Such unquestioned largess has shielded the Pentagon from 
any real pressure to cut unneeded weapons systems and other wasteful expenses. 

As a result,  there is plenty of fat in the defense budget. Here is what we think can be cut back or 
canceled in order to pay for new equipment and other reforms that are truly essential  to keep this 
country safe:

End production of the Air Force’s F-22. The F-22 was designed to ensure victory in air-to-air dogfights 
with the kind of futuristic fighters that the Soviet Union did not last long enough to build. The Air Force 
should instead rely on its version of the new high-performance F-35 Joint Strike Fighter, which comes 
into production in 2012 and like the F-22 uses stealth technology to elude enemy radar. 

Until then, it can use upgraded versions of the F-16, which can outperform anything now flown by any 
potential foe. The F-35 will provide a still larger margin of superiority. The net annual savings: about $3 
billion. 
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Cancel the DDG-1000 Zumwalt class destroyer. This is a stealthy blue water combat ship designed to 
fight the kind of midocean battles no other nation is preparing to wage.  The Navy can rely on the 
existing  DDG-51  Arleigh  Burke  class  destroyer,  a  powerful,  well-armed  ship  that  incorporates  the 
advanced Aegis combat system for tracking and destroying multiple air, ship and submarine targets. 
The Navy has sharply cut back the number of Zumwalts on order from 32 to two. 

Cutting the last two could save more than $3 billion a year that should be used to buy more of the littoral 
combat ships that are really needed. Those ships can move quickly in shallow offshore waters and 
provide helicopter and other close-in support for far more likely ground combat operations. 

Halt production of the Virginia class sub. Ten of these unneeded attack submarines — modeled on the 
cold-war-era Seawolf, whose mission was to counter Soviet attack and nuclear launch submarines — 
have already been built. The program is little more than a public works project to keep the Newport 
News, Va., and Groton, Conn., naval shipyards in business. 

The Navy can extend the operating lives of the existing fleet of Los Angeles class fast-attack nuclear 
submarines, which can capably perform all  needed post-cold-war missions — from launching cruise 
missiles to countering China’s expanding but technologically inferior submarine fleet. Net savings: $2.5 
billion. 

Pull the plug on the Marine Corps’s V-22 Osprey. After 25 years of trying, this futuristic and unnecessary 
vertical takeoff and landing aircraft has yet to prove reliable or safe. The 80 already built are more than 
enough. Instead of adding 400 more, the Marine Corps should buy more of the proven H-92 and CH-53 
helicopters. Net savings: $2 billion to 2.5 billion. 

Halt  premature deployment  of missile defense. The Pentagon wants to spend roughly $9 billion on 
ballistic missile defense next year. That includes money to deploy additional interceptors in Alaska and 
build new installations in central Europe. After spending some $150 billion over the past 25 years, the 
Pentagon has yet to come up with a national missile defense system reliable enough to provide real 
security. The existing technology can be easily fooled by launching cheap metal decoys along with an 
incoming warhead. 
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We do not minimize the danger from ballistic missiles. We agree there should be continued testing and 
research on more feasible approaches. Since the most likely threat would come from Iran or North 
Korea, there should be serious discussions with the Russians about a possible joint missile defense 
program. (We know the system poses no threat to Russia, but it is time to take away the excuse.) A 
research program would cost about $5 billion annually, for a net savings of nearly $5 billion.

Negotiate deep cuts in nuclear weapons. Under the 2002 Moscow Treaty, the United States and Russia 
committed to reduce their strategic nuclear weapons to between 1,700 and 2,200 each by 2012. There 
has been no discussion of any further cuts. A successor treaty should have significantly lower limits — 
between 1,000 and 1,400, with a commitment to go lower. 

President-elect Barack Obama should also take all ballistic missiles off hair-trigger alert and commit to 
reducing the nation’s absurdly large stock of backup warheads. These steps will make the world safer. It 
will give Mr. Obama a lot more credibility to press others to rein in their nuclear ambitions. 

It is hard to say just how much money would be saved with these reductions, but in the long term, the 
amount would certainly be considerable. 

Trim the active-duty Navy and Air Force. The United States enjoys total dominance of the world’s seas 
and skies and will for many years to come. The Army and the Marines have proved too small for the 
demands of simultaneous ground wars in Afghanistan and Iraq. They are the forces most likely to be 
called on in future interventions against terrorist groups or to rescue failing states. Reducing the Navy by 
one carrier group and the Air Force by two air wings would save about $5 billion a year.

Making these cuts will not be politically easy. The services are already talking up remote future threats 
(most involving a hostile China armed to the teeth with submarines and space-age weapons). Military 
contractors invoke a different kind of threat: hundreds of thousands of layoffs in a recession-weakened 
economy. We are all for saving and creating jobs, but not at the cost of diverting finite defense dollars 
from real and pressing needs — or new programs that will create new jobs.

The cuts above could save $20 billion to $25 billion a year, which could be better used as follows:
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Increase the size of the ground force. The current buildup of the Army and the Marine Corps will cost 
more than $100 billion over the next six years. Trimming the size of the Navy and Air Force, deferring 
the deployment of unready missile defenses and canceling the Osprey will pay for much of that. 

Pay for  the  Navy’s  needed littoral  combat  ships.  These ships,  which  operate  in  shallow waters  to 
support ground combat, cost about $600 million each. Canceling the DDG-1000 destroyer (more than 
$3 billion per ship) and the Virginia class submarine (more than $2 billion each) will help provide that 
needed money.

Resupply the National Guard and the Reserves. At the present rate for replacing weapons left behind or 
destroyed in Iraq and Afghanistan, the Guard will still be more than 20 percent short of what it needs in 
2013. Canceling the F-22 will provide enough money to do better than that years sooner. 

Some of these changes would have been made already if the Pentagon procurement system were more 
responsive  to  present  needs and less captive  to  service and industry  lobbyists.  Defense Secretary 
Robert Gates complains about what he calls “next war-itis,” the system’s built-in preference for what 
might be needed in potential future wars over what is clearly needed now. Privately, most of the service 
chiefs concede that their budgets, which have seen little discipline since 9/11, have some margin for 
cuts. 

Congress will need to develop a lot more realism and restraint. Lobbyists pushing costly and unneeded 
weapons systems find ready allies in lawmakers looking to create or protect federally financed jobs in 
their districts. Big contractors like Lockheed Martin, Boeing, Northrop Grumman, Raytheon and General 
Dynamics have become masters at  spreading those jobs around to assemble broad Congressional 
voting blocs. Work on the F-22 has been parceled out to subcontractors in 44 states. 

Mr.  Gates,  who  will  stay  on,  must  make  reforming  the  procurement  system a  priority.  The era  of 
unlimited budgets is over, and Mr. Gates needs to make tough calls and stick to them. Congress must 
give more weight to the nation’s overall needs and less to parochial interests. 
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Fixing the Pentagon’s  procurement process will  require  the full  backing of  Mr.  Obama. We believe 
American taxpayers are eager to support  changes that would make the country more secure while 
making more effective use of their money.
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China Signals More Interest in Building Aircraft Carrier 

23 December 2008

New York Times

http://www.nytimes.com/2008/12/24/world/asia/24beijing.html

BEIJING — In the clearest indication yet that China could soon begin building its first aircraft carrier, a 
Defense Ministry spokesman said Tuesday that the country was seriously considering “relevant issues” 
in making its decision about whether to move ahead with the project, according to Xinhua, the state 
news agency.

The spokesman, Huang Xueping, said at a news conference in Beijing that aircraft carriers were “a 
reflection of a nation’s comprehensive power,” indicating that Chinese government officials saw value in 
adding a carrier to the country’s fleet. Mr. Huang said that China would use any aircraft carrier built in 
the future to safeguard its  shores and defend “sovereignty over  coastal  areas and territorial  seas,” 
Xinhua reported.

If  China does decide to build the carrier,  it  will  no doubt increase tensions with  the United States, 
Taiwan and Japan, among other governments. China has been expanding its navy at a fast pace. The 
government has built at least 60 warships since 2000, and its fleet of 860 vessels includes about 60 
submarines.

Last month, a senior Chinese military official hinted in an interview with The Financial Times that China 
would like to build an aircraft carrier. The official, Maj. Gen. Quan Lihua, said having a carrier was the 
dream of any great military power and suggested that the United States had nothing to fear if China did 
build a carrier.

The United States has 11 aircraft  carriers,  but  only a handful  of  other nations — including Britain, 
France, Italy and Russia — have carriers, and of those, none have more than a few.
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The Ministry of National Defense had called the news conference on Tuesday to give details about the 
deployment of Chinese naval ships off the coast of Somalia, where an increase in piracy has made the 
shipping lanes the most dangerous in the world. Three Chinese ships are scheduled to head to the area 
on Friday.

The buildup of the Chinese military could change the balance of power across the Taiwan Strait. The 
Communist Party views Taiwan as a rebel province that must be reunited with the mainland, by force if 
necessary. But the United States government has said it may come to Taiwan’s defense in the event of 
hostilities with China.

In October, the Pentagon announced the sale of $6 billion of advanced weapons to Taiwan, a move that 
prompted criticism from China. The United States regularly sells arms to Taiwan, and China has long 
denounced the sales. 
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Striking Deep Into Israel, Hamas Employs an Upgraded Arsenal 
31 December 2008

New York Times
http://www.nytimes.com/2009/01/01/world/middleeast/01rockets.html

WASHINGTON — By firing rockets deep into Israeli territory, the militant Palestinian group Hamas has 
in recent days displayed an arsenal that has been upgraded with weapons parts smuggled into  Gaza 
since it seized control of the territory 18 months ago, according to American and Israeli officials.

For Hamas, a group largely confined to a sliver of land along the Mediterranean Sea, attacking Israeli 
cities  with  a  rocket  barrage  has  proved  an  effective  strategy  to  reduce  the  advantage  of  Israel’s 
expensive arsenal of fighter jets and warships. 

That strategy was used successfully by Hezbollah militants against Israel in Lebanon in 2006, although 
Hezbollah had access to missiles and rockets far more sophisticated than those being used by Hamas. 
Israeli officials said that Hamas was still relying on unguided rockets, rather than guided weapons like 
the Iranian-made C-802 cruise missile that Hezbollah used against an Israeli ship during the summer of 
2006. 

Still, the rockets fired by Hamas in the current fighting have flown farther and been more accurate than 
weapons used by the group in the past, the officials said. Some have flown nearly two dozen miles, 
destroying buildings in the southern Israeli cities of Ashdod and Beersheba. 

Hamas  and  other  militant  groups  have  lobbed  thousands  of  rockets  into  Israel  since  2001.  The 
difference now, officials said, is that Hamas is using more of the imported Katyusha rockets, which have 
a longer range than the crude, homemade Qassam rockets it relied on in the past. Officials say the 
group has been emboldened to improve its arsenal since it routed its rival, Fatah, in 2007 and assumed 
control of Gaza. 
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The  officials,  who  spoke  on  condition  of  anonymity  because  they  were  not  authorized  to  discuss 
intelligence  matters,  said  that  Hamas  appeared  to  have  relied  on  a  combination  of  black-market 
entrepreneurs and help from its longtime patrons Iran and Syria to procure rocket parts.

A senior Israeli military official said Israeli intelligence also believed that Hamas took advantage of a six-
month truce with Israel to bolster its stockpiles. 

The officials said the extent to which Iran and Syria directly supplied Hamas was murky because arms 
shipments were difficult to track. Yet they generally agree about the smuggling route: by land across the 
Sinai Peninsula, often aided by Bedouin tribes, and through the warren of tunnels under Egypt’s border 
into Gaza. 

An American counterterrorism official said it was rare for Hamas to try to smuggle complete weapons 
systems  into  Gaza.  More  frequently,  he  said,  rocket  parts  were  taken  through  the  tunnels  and 
assembled inside Gaza by Hamas munitions experts. 

Israeli officials have said their objective in carrying out airstrikes on Gaza is to end Hamas’s ability to 
carry out further rocket attacks. But analysts said that goal could require Israeli ground troops to strike 
into Gaza, in operations that could run the risk of fighting an entrenched guerrilla war in a densely 
populated area.

“The problem you have to consider from an Israeli perspective is that you score most of your victories 
from the air in the first 48 hours. Afterward, you get into punitive damage,” said Anthony H. Cordesman, 
a military expert at the Center for Strategic and International Studies in Washington. 

American officials said Hamas’s tactics in recent years had evolved from suicide bombings to more 
sophisticated attacks like roadside bombings and bombs set off by cellphones, all of which would be a 
particular risk to Israeli troops and tanks.

David Schenker, a senior fellow at the Washington Institute and a former Pentagon official specializing 
in Middle East issues, said the increasing sophistication of Hamas’s tactics was evidence that the group 
might have received training from Hezbollah.
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American and Israeli  officials said there was evidence that at least some Hamas fighters might also 
have  been  schooled  in  urban  assault  tactics  at  Iranian  camps  run  by  the  Quds  Force  of  Iran’s 
Revolutionary Guards. 

In April, the Israeli Intelligence and Terrorism Information Center released a report saying Hamas had 
been engaged in a military buildup since the group took control of Gaza in June 2007. The report cited 
data by Shin Bet, Israel’s internal security service, asserting that Hamas had smuggled at least 80 tons 
of explosives into Gaza since then, and that the group had obtained advanced antitank weapons. 

A senior Hamas leader called the report an “exaggeration” intended to scare Israelis. 

The report concluded that if Israel were to carry out ground raids, Hamas would initially put up little 
resistance. But when Israeli troops reached densely populated areas, Hamas would use booby traps 
and roadside bombs. 
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Financial Time Bombs 
20 December 2008

New York Times

http://www.nytimes.com/2008/12/21/opinion/21duelfer.html

THE economic crisis has made it painfully obvious that the United States economy has become very 
vulnerable to broken gears in the global financial system. But this is not simply a financial or economic 
problem — it is a grave national security risk, and our government must treat it as such.

Historically,  Washington’s  national  security  and financial  apparatuses have operated  independently. 
Intelligence analysts have focused on explicit threats posed by weapons and conflicts. Those parts of 
the government charged with ensuring economic health have a different mind-set, monitoring capital 
markets where they assume threats are not malicious, but competitive in nature. This needs to change.

For a model, consider the evolution that took place in the 1990s with respect to cyber-threats. While this 
was initially the preserve of information technology experts and companies, government officials came 
to recognize the enormous potential threats to the power grid, the Internet and government computer 
systems. 

In terms of economic security,  however,  a complicating factor is that financial  experts  and national 
security officials view risk in very different ways. The meltdown on Wall Street is largely a result of an 
overriding incentive to see risks as low. The group dynamic among financial houses was to lend more 
under more precarious conditions — if you didn’t, a competitor would, and he would generate greater 
near-term returns, lure more investors and get a higher bonus.

Conversely,  the  national  security  community,  tends  to  maximize  risk  assessments.  Aerospace 
companies sell more weapons if the threat is judged to be increasing. National security analysts don’t 
get jobs if  they say there is no danger.  It’s  all  about  playing up risk — sometimes too far,  as the 
miscalculation over Iraqi weapons of mass destruction threat showed. 

<< Return to the Contents Page

Articles from subscriber only sites are available on request. Révolutionnaire is edited by Ho Shu Huang, Kalyan M. Kemburi, 
and  Ong Weichong, with contributions from Bernard Loo and Joshua Ho.  The Institute of Defence and Strategic Studies 
(IDSS) is a key research component of the  S. Rajaratnam School of International Studies (RSIS). It focuses on security 
research to serve national needs. IDSS' faculty and research staff conduct both academic and policy-oriented research on 
security-related issues and developments affecting Southeast  Asia and the Asia-Pacific.  Its research agenda presently 
comprises the following programmes: Maritime Security, the Revolution in Military Affairs, Multilateralism and Regionalism, 
Contemporary Islam, Indonesia and China.

http://www.rsis.edu.sg/
http://www.rsis.edu.sg/idss/
mailto:ishhho@ntu.edu.sg
mailto:isfwloo@ntu.edu.sg
mailto:iswcong@ntu.edu.sg
mailto:ISKalyan@ntu.edu.sg
mailto:isshho@ntu.edu.sg
http://www.rsis.edu.sg/research/Asia_Pacific_RMA.html
http://www.nytimes.com/2008/12/21/opinion/21duelfer.html


 révolutionnaire
   01/2009                                   02 JAN 09 – 15 JAN 09

Despite these divergent views of risk, the talents of professionals in the capital markets and national 
security experts must be combined if America is to identify and respond to financial threats.

For example, while China has behaved appropriately during the global financial crisis, there is no doubt 
that its enormous reserves give it de facto veto power over some of Washington’s interest rate and 
exchange rate policies. What would we have done if Beijing had responded differently? And the desires 
of  Russia (then fighting in Georgia) were a consideration during the Fannie Mae and Freddie Mac 
bailouts, because it is one of the largest holders of government agency debt. 

Al Qaeda has declared that damage to the American economy is its second most important goal after 
mass casualties. Presently, who would warn the White House if foreign entities made a concerted attack 
on our financial system? Who is charged with detecting such activity? 

The Obama administration needs to place a new priority on the national security implications of capital 
and commodities markets. The National Security Council needs to draw together the powerful talents 
and tools from segregated agencies to tackle the problem. 

Our spy agencies alone lack the direction and specialized expertise to provide the real-time market 
analysis required. It calls for talent more likely found among hedge fund managers and open-market 
traders. After all, the data does not need to be captured clandestinely — much is readily available from 
exchanges, brokers and other open sources. Quick analysis — with the sorts of quantitative engines 
traders use, redesigned for national financial security objectives — may be the most critical aspect. 

There is a tremendous range of global threat indicators that can be gleaned from careful scrutiny of 
trading activity. For example, in August 2006 an unexplained decline in certain airline stocks took place 
shortly before the arrests in Britain of terrorists plotting to blow up trans-Atlantic airliners. 

The global financial meltdown is going to give our enemies new ideas to create economic havoc. We 
don’t have much time to plan our response. 
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Charles Duelfer, the former director of the Iraq Survey Group, is the author of the forthcoming “Hide and 
Seek: The Search for Truth in Iraq.” James Rickards was general counsel of the hedge fund Long-Term 
Capital Management and oversaw its rescue by the Federal Reserve. 

<< Return to the Contents Page

Articles from subscriber only sites are available on request. Révolutionnaire is edited by Ho Shu Huang, Kalyan M. Kemburi, 
and  Ong Weichong, with contributions from Bernard Loo and Joshua Ho.  The Institute of Defence and Strategic Studies 
(IDSS) is a key research component of the  S. Rajaratnam School of International Studies (RSIS). It focuses on security 
research to serve national needs. IDSS' faculty and research staff conduct both academic and policy-oriented research on 
security-related issues and developments affecting Southeast  Asia and the Asia-Pacific.  Its research agenda presently 
comprises the following programmes: Maritime Security, the Revolution in Military Affairs, Multilateralism and Regionalism, 
Contemporary Islam, Indonesia and China.

http://www.rsis.edu.sg/
http://www.rsis.edu.sg/idss/
mailto:ishhho@ntu.edu.sg
mailto:isfwloo@ntu.edu.sg
mailto:iswcong@ntu.edu.sg
mailto:ISKalyan@ntu.edu.sg
mailto:isshho@ntu.edu.sg
http://www.rsis.edu.sg/research/Asia_Pacific_RMA.html


 révolutionnaire
   01/2009                                   02 JAN 09 – 15 JAN 09

China’s Navy to Join Pirate Patrols 

25 December 2008

New York Times
http://www.nytimes.com/2008/12/26/world/asia/26china.html

HONG KONG — In  China’s first modern deployment of battle-ready warships beyond the Pacific, a 
naval task force set out Friday to begin escorts and patrols in the pirate-infested Gulf of Aden, state 
media reported.

A supply ship and two destroyers — the Wuhan and the Haikou — departed from Sanya, on Hainan 
island, carrying a total crew of about 800, according to Xinhua, the official Chinese news agency. 

“In addition to missiles, artillery and satellite communications, special troops who are trained for the 
tasks will also be on board the warships,” said Xia Xinnian, deputy chief of China’s naval forces, in a 
news broadcast on the state network CCTV. 

The task force commander, Rear Admiral Du Jingcheng, said the primary mission of the destroyers, 
which are also carrying helicopters, will be the protection of Chinese merchant ships passing through 
the gulf, especially tankers carrying crude oil. About 60 percent of China’s imported oil comes from the 
Middle East, and most of that passes through the gulf, along with huge shipments of raw materials out 
of Africa. 

Strategic Forecasting, a private intelligence agency based in the United States, said in a report that a 
Chinese anti-piracy patrol would afford its navy “some very real opportunities for on-the-job training, 
covering  everything  from  logistics  far  from  home  and  combat  against  seaborne  opponents  to 
communications and joint operations with other, more experienced navies.” 

The Statfor  analysis  also  said  the  Chinese “will  very likely  monitor  the way  NATO (and especially 
American) warships communicate with each other and with their shipborne helicopters.” The navy would 
acquire new skills, it said, “under the banner of internationalism.” 
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Lt.  Nathan Christensen,  a  spokesman for the United States Fifth  Fleet,  based in Bahrain,  said the 
coalition would welcome the Chinese ships and emphasized they should join in the international effort 
on a day-to-day operational level. 

“China  is  ready  to  exchange  information  and  cooperate  with  warships  of  the  other  countries  in 
performing humanitarian rescue tasks,” Huang Xieping, a spokesman for the Ministry of Defense, said 
Thursday on CCTV. 

The Piracy Reporting Center in Kuala Lumpur, Malaysia, said Friday that 110 ships have been attacked 
in the gulf this year, and 42 have been hijacked. Fourteen ships are still being held for ransom. 

A Chinese Foreign Ministry spokesman, Liu Jianchao, said 1,265 Chinese commercial  vessels had 
passed through the gulf so far this year and seven have been attacked. A Chinese fishing trawler and 
18 crew members were still being held by pirates, he said. 

A European Union flotilla has begun patrolling the gulf in recent days, joining naval ships from India, the 
United States, Iran and Russia. On Thursday, a helicopter dispatched from a German frigate drove off a 
pirate ship that was attacking an Egyptian cargo ship with a load of wheat. 

The Chinese task force commander, Du, said the navy has made “special preparations to deal with 
pirates, even though these waters are not familiar to us.” 

If  pirates are encountered, he said,  quoted by Xinhua, “Our primary target  is  not  striking them but 
dispelling them. If the pirates make direct threats to the warships or the vessels we escort, the fleet will  
take counter measures.” 

Commander Xie Zengling, chief of the special forces unit, told Xinhua that he expects to have firefights 
with pirates. He noted that one Chinese special forces soldier could handle several enemies with his 
bare hands. 

China has not sent warships out of its region since the 15th century, under the Chinese Muslim admiral 
Zheng He. 
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The modern Chinese Navy, officially known as the People’s Liberation Army Navy, has concentrated on 
coastal  defense,  regional  maneuvers and goodwill  visits  to  foreign ports.  A Chinese guided-missile 
destroyer, the Qingdao, made a port call in San Diego, California, in 2006. 

Both destroyers in the anti-piracy task force, state media said, were designed and manufactured by 
China.
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IAF Reactivates Airbase Near Delhi, Deploys MIG-29s

19 December 2008

CNN-IBN
http://ibnlive.in.com/news/iaf-reactivates-airbase-near-delhi-deploys-mig29s/80796-3.html

New Delhi: The Indian Air Force (IAF) has deployed MiG-29 fighter aircraft at the Hindon airbase in 
Ghaziabad on the outskirts of Delhi following escalation of tensions between India and Pakistan.

The deployment of fighter aircraft at the Hindon airbase follows the heightened threat of an aerial attack 
on New Delhi.

MiG-29s have been deployed at Delhi's doorsteps after over a decade after the Hindon airbase on the 
outskirts of Delhi was reactivated for fighter flying for the first time since 1997.

With intelligence reports of an heightened threat of an aerial attack on new Delhi, the fighters have been 
deployed  to  intercept  and shoot  down any rogue aircraft  which  may slip  past  the  conventional  air 
defence.

"The Hindon is in close proximity of Delhi and its a military base. So the proximity factor is very much 
there and it helps," Air Marshal (retired) VK Bhatia says.

The deployment of the MiG-29s at Hindon is one of the symbols of escalation of military tensions with 
Pakistan following the terror attacks at Mumbai and will be the last line of defence against a high-impact, 
9/11 kind of an air attack on Delhi. 

Deployment at Hindon airbase will cut the IAF's response time in scrambling fighters for the defence of 
Delhi by 10 minutes, which could prove crucial in foiling an attack.
Presently, fighters have to be activated from bases as far away as Ambala. Also, every single base in 
the region has been put on a level of alert which makes it possible for a fighter aircraft to be airborne 
within two minutes.

But there is still no guarantee of foolproof defence against a terror attack from the air.

"Any terrorist who is not afraid to die can penetrate any security system," 
Air Marshal (retired) VK Bhatia cautions.
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Any further attack on India will put tremendous pressure on the government to come up with a military 
response.

With sources indicating similar  war-time alerts  in Pakistan,  the mandate of  the MiG-29s on Delhi's 
doorstep is to prevent such a provocation, which could lead to a war-like situation.
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Brown Says British Troops Will Leave Iraq By Middle Of 2009
18 December 2008

Daily Star

http://www.dailystar.com.lb/article.asp?edition_id=10&ateg_id=2&article_id=98542

BASRA, Iraq: British forces will  wrap up their mission in Iraq in the first  half  of next year,  Premier 
Gordon Brown said during a surprise visit  Wednesday. "By the end of May, or earlier, the mission will 
be completed," Brown said at a joint news conference with his Iraqi counterpart, Nuri al-Maliki, adding 
that the last troops would go home over the following two months. 

Brown was on his fourth visit to Iraq since he took office in June last year, hot on the heels of a farewell 
trip by US President George W. Bush that was marked by an Iraqi journalist hurling his shoes at the 
American leader. 

Underscoring the still-fragile state of security,  at least nine people were killed and dozens wounded 
when a car bomb exploded outside a traffic police post in Baghdad as Brown was visiting the capital. 

But Brown highlighted the improved situation overall, saying during a tour of the south: "Most of the 
places I visited today I couldn't have done a few months ago." 

Britain, Washington's closest ally in the US-led invasion of 2003 despite strong public opposition to the 
war, currently has around 4,100 troops in Iraq, based at Basra airport outside the southern oil port city. 

"The role played by the UK combat forces is drawing to a close. These forces will have completed their 
tasks in the first half of 2009 and will then leave Iraq," Brown and Maliki said in a joint statement. 

The timetable is in line with a bill approved by the Iraqi Cabinet calling for all foreign troops except for 
US forces - whose fate is governed by a landmark security pact - to end their missions by the end of 
May and pull out definitively by the end of July. 

The draft law, which will be sent to Parliament for approval, covers other forces including Australian and 
other small remaining contingents, the Iraqi government spokesman said. 

"The proposed decision allows the Iraqi government to demand an early pullout of any of these forces 
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or extend their stay for reasons related to training or technical assistance," Ali al-Dabbagh said. 

Under the Status of Forces Agreement that will govern the presence of US troops when a UN mandate - 
acquired after the fact of the 2003 invasion - expires at the end of the year, combat forces will withdraw 
from towns and cities by June 30 and from the entire country by the end of 2011. 

Brown said he would make a statement to the British Parliament on Thursday on troop numbers in Iraq. 

To avoid a repeat of the Bush shoe drama, tight security measures were introduced at the Maliki-Brown 
press conference. 

Later Brown visited southern Iraq and joked: "I was going to say before I spoke that you should take off 
your shoes." 

He told British troops: "We set ourselves tasks and thanks to you we have achieved them. We will be 
able to complete our mission before the end of May next year." 

Brown was expected to receive a progress report on four key objectives due to be completed before the 
pullout. 

These  are  training  the  Iraqi  Army in  Basra,  transferring  Basra  airport  to  civilian  use,  aiding  local 
economic development and providing support for January 31 provincial elections. 

The elections are the first vote in the country since 2005 and are seen as a milestone in devolving 
power to the country's feuding communities. 

British media reports have said the pullout is planned to begin in March if the provincial elections pass 
off peacefully. 

Brown toured Umm Qasr in the south on an Iraqi patrol boat and met British forces training Iraqis so 
they can "protect their own livelihoods and build a strong economy." 

At sunset, he laid a wreath in remembrance of the 178 British troops who have died since the invasion. 

British troop numbers peaked at 46,000 in March and April 2003 for the invasion that toppled Saddam 
Hussein but plunged the country into years of a deadly insurgency and near civil war. 

Britain spent 5 billion pounds ($7.6 billion) on the war up to the end of the 2006-07 financial year. Since 
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2003, it has pledged a total 744 million pounds toward reconstruction. 

Also  on  Wednesday,  Bulgaria's  150-strong  troop  contingent  flew  home  from  Baghdad  as  Sofia 
completed its withdrawal. 

The move was  approved by the government in  November,  when Prime Minister  Sergey Stanishev 
promised the soldiers would be home by Christmas. 

Defense Minister Nikolay Tsonev and army Chief of Staff Zlatan Stoykov, who had traveled to Baghdad 
Saturday to take part in the official ceremony ending Bulgaria's involvement, accompanied the soldiers 
home on Wednesday. - AFP
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U.S. to Widen Supply Routes in Afghan War 
30 December 2008

New York Times

http://www.nytimes.com/2008/12/31/world/asia/31military.html?pagewanted=all

WASHINGTON — The United States and NATO are planning to open and expand supply lines through 
Central Asia to deliver fuel, food and other goods to a military mission in Afghanistan that is expected to 
grow by tens of thousands of troops in the months ahead, according to American and alliance diplomats 
and military officials.

The plan to open new paths through Central Asia reflects an American-led effort to seek out a more 
reliable alternative to the route from Pakistan through the strategic Khyber Pass, which was closed by 
Pakistani security forces on Tuesday as they began an offensive against militants in the region.

The militants have shown that they can threaten shipments through the pass into Afghanistan, burning 
cargo trucks and Humvees over recent weeks. More than 80 percent of the supplies for American and 
allied forces in Afghanistan now flow through Pakistan.

And the demands made on supply routes are expected to increase greatly as heavy materials are 
moved to Afghanistan to build the structures needed for an expanded American presence.

But  the new supply  arrangements  could  leave the United  States  more  reliant  on cooperation  from 
authoritarian  countries  like  Uzbekistan  and Tajikistan,  which  have  poor  records  on  democracy  and 
human rights.

The officials said delicate negotiations were under way not only with the Central Asian states bordering 
Afghanistan but also with Russia, to work out the details of new supply routes. The talks show the 
continued importance of American and NATO cooperation with the Kremlin, despite lingering tension 
over the war between Russia and Georgia in August.
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American officials said they were trying to allay Central Asian concerns by promising that the supplies 
would be hauled only by commercial shipping companies and would not include weapons or munitions. 
Officials also say that no additional American bases will be required on their territory.

Some of Afghanistan’s neighbors in the area, in particular Kyrgyzstan, already serve as staging areas 
for  American  supplies,  and  officials  involved  in  the  talks  said  these  countries  appeared  eager  to 
increase  their  role,  both  to  help  bring  stability  to  the  region  and  to  benefit  commercially  from the 
arrangement. 

Turkmenistan, Uzbekistan and Tajikistan share Afghanistan’s northern border and have road routes into 
Afghanistan. 

Kyrgyzstan, farther to the north, allows American military cargo planes access to its airfields, in a deal 
that has become more important since 2005, when the government of Uzbekistan ordered the United 
States to leave a base there in a dispute over human rights issues. 

American and NATO officials say concerns about Uzbekistan’s human rights record are less important 
to  the current  negotiations because any new arrangements would not  require  increased military-to-
military cooperation, no new bases are under discussion and any increased supply shipments would be 
handled by commercial trucking companies.

Among other states, Kazakhstan is viewed as a potentially important supply hub, while the Caspian Sea 
port of Baku, Azerbaijan, could be a potential transit point for fuel and other goods arriving from Europe.

Gen.  Duncan J.  McNabb,  chief  of  the  American military’s  Transportation  Command,  quietly  visited 
nations along Afghanistan’s northern border last month, according to American military officials who 
declined to identify the countries by name for diplomatic reasons.

“These countries of Central Asia recognize that this is their struggle, too, in Afghanistan,” said one State 
Department official, who said those border nations had responded positively to talks on “how to improve, 
regularize, expand and find additional routes in.”
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NATO officials say the attacks in Pakistan do not yet present a strategic threat to the American supply 
lines. But the closing of the supply line through Pakistan on Tuesday underscored the vulnerability of the 
route on which American and NATO forces depend.

That route now runs more than 700 miles from the southern Pakistani port of Karachi to Peshawar, in 
northwestern Pakistan, and then through the Khyber Pass, the ancient gateway between Pakistan and 
Afghanistan. 

Khyber and the narrow highway that winds through it were once relatively safe, guarded by tribes paid 
by the Pakistani government that were subject to collective punishment for crimes against travelers, no 
matter who committed them.

But this year militants,  including forces led by an upstart  lieutenant to the  Taliban warlord  Baitullah 
Mehsud, have largely taken over the area as the Taliban have encroached on Peshawar, a frontier hub 
of three million people. 

The  militants  now  routinely  attack  convoys  on  the  route,  firing  rocket-propelled  grenades  and 
Kalashnikov rifles. Many truck drivers have stopped making the trip because it is so deadly. This month, 
militants  ransacked  a  half-dozen  supply  depots  in  Peshawar  itself,  burning  300  cargo  trucks  and 
Humvees destined for NATO troops.

On Tuesday, troops from the Pakistani Frontier Corps shut down the route. Backed by helicopters, tanks 
and artillery, they swept through villages in the middle of the night, warning residents to stay inside all 
day. 

Then,  according  to  people interviewed  by telephone from Jamrud and a nearby village,  bulldozers 
destroyed the homes of men accused of harboring Taliban militants.

Tariq Hayat, the top Pakistani official in the Khyber region, said that he wanted to end the operation as 
quickly as possible, but that it was more important to do the job well. “We cannot do this every day,” he 
said. “We want to do a cleanup once and for all, and increase and expand our comfort zone so we don’t 
have these recurring problems every month or two months.” 
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Several children and at least one woman were killed, apparently by an errant artillery shell, Pakistani 
officials  said.  Residents  reported  hearing  loud  explosions  and  artillery  fire.  “We were  attacked  by 
helicopters, and we had to run for our lives from our home,” Taimur Khan, a Jamrud resident, said by 
telephone. 

With the expected arrival of 20,000 to 30,000 American troops in Afghanistan in the coming year, the 
growing threat to the supply route through Pakistan has left American and NATO officials looking for 
greater flexibility, said Gen. John Craddock, NATO’s military commander.

About 31,000 American troops are in Afghanistan, including 14,000 in a NATO-led mission that has 
more than 51,000 troops. The increase outlined this month by Adm. Mike Mullen, chairman of the Joint 
Chiefs of Staff, could nearly double the size of the American presence. 

That would require taking into Afghanistan not only more war-fighting equipment, food and fuel, but also 
more lumber, concrete and other construction materials to build barracks and support structures. Maj. 
Gen. Michael S. Tucker, deputy commander of American forces in Afghanistan, said, “There’s a very 
huge building campaign that has already begun.” 

Under plans described by the American military, a goal would be to buy significant amounts of supplies 
locally from the Central Asian economies. 

Other supplies could be flown to Central Asia, but heavy construction equipment and fuel would be sent 
by rail and then loaded on trucks for the final journey into Afghanistan.

Some supplies could be sent directly overland from Europe or through Baltic ports, then transported 
along Russia’s well-developed rail system to Central Asia. Russia is the principal source of fuel for the 
alliance’s needs in Afghanistan, and the Kremlin already allows shipment of nonlethal supplies bound 
for Afghanistan to travel across Russian territory by ground. 

In  a  new development,  NATO and Russian  representatives  are discussing  whether  NATO may be 
allowed to move military equipment through Russian airspace, alliance officials said.
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“Talks are now under way for a NATO-wide air transit for military goods, not specified as nonlethal,” said 
James Appathurai, NATO’s chief spokesman.

“Those  talks  are  going  well,”  Mr.  Appathurai  added.  “The  Russian  Federation  has  publicly  and 
repeatedly  made  it  clear  that  this  is  an  issue  of  strategic  interest  to  them,  and  that  despite 
disagreements we have over other issues, this area of cooperation has been walled off and preserved. 
We expect it to be deepened.”

Thom Shanker  reported from Washington,  and Richard A.  Oppel  Jr.  from Islamabad,  Pakistan.  Pir 
Zubair Shah contributed reporting from Islamabad.
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New Rules in Iraq Add Police Work to Troops’ Jobs 
30 December 2008

New York Times

http://www.nytimes.com/2008/12/31/world/middleeast/31iraq.html?pagewanted=all

BAGHDAD — In late November, around the time the security agreement between the American and 
Iraqi governments was ratified, an order came down to Company C at its Sadr City outpost.

In accordance with the agreement’s new rules on searches and detentions, troops from Company C of 
the First Battalion, 35th Armor Regiment, were to begin operating under a policy called “warrant-based 
targeting.” 

Up to that time, First Lt. Jamen K. Miller’s platoon had been the most prolific in the company when it 
came to arrests, seizing more than half of those captured in the past seven months. But he soon found 
himself explaining to an Iraqi officer that, yes, a certain man his platoon had declined to arrest was a 
bad guy, but that nothing could be done yet without a warrant. 

“The gears of the system,” Lieutenant Miller said of those first few days, “looked like they were coming 
to a halt.”

In many ways, Sadr City, the sprawling Shiite quarter in northeastern Baghdad, is on the front line of the 
recent security agreement. Since the invasion of Iraq in 2003, American forces have relied heavily on 
mass arrests without charges of people suspected of being insurgents. 

Tens of  thousands of  Iraqis  were  detained and some held for  years,  in  a  practice that  Americans 
insisted was necessary but that was strongly condemned by human rights groups and Iraqis. 

But starting Thursday, American soldiers will be required to secure arrest warrants, a change welcomed 
as an important step toward Iraqi sovereignty but one that also raises concerns that the longer and more 
complicated arrest process could jeopardize recent gains in safety here.
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Still, insurgents are taking cover in the vast slums of Sadr City and the holdouts are being tracked down, 
one by one, though it is not entirely certain how all of this will work in the new year. 

“It’s all being defined as we go,” said Maj. Rich Ramsey, who works on a task force that is addressing 
some of the changes with the Third Brigade Combat Team, Fourth Infantry Division, in Baghdad.

After  years  of  quick-response raids,  American troops are having to adjust to gumshoe work,  which 
involves lots of conversations with civilians about who has done what in the neighborhood. Though a 
judge makes the decision on what  is needed for  a warrant,  it  typically requires at  least  two sworn 
statements by witnesses to a crime, American officers said. 

Many of these witnesses will have to testify before Iraqi investigators, judges or members of the security 
forces, depending on a trust that has been violated countless times in the past, often violently.

An Iraqi who had been kidnapped this year told Lieutenant Miller recently that he would sign a statement 
against his captors, as long as his identity was kept from any Iraqi. That will probably cease to be an 
option now that Americans must conduct all operations with Iraqi forces. 

Obtaining warrants can be a frustratingly long process. First Lt. Guy L. Allsop of Company C said that 
he had submitted 18 warrant requests since the agreement had been passed. Weeks later, one had 
been approved.

After an arrest, the detainee has to be turned over to Iraqi authorities within 24 hours, and the Iraqis 
have to bring the case to a judge, who rules on whether the detainee should be held or released. 

Some Iraqi Army officers said they worried about the new rules.

“There will be more steps,” said Maj. Hasoon S. Hussein al-Zoubadi, an officer whose unit shares an 
outpost with Company C. “It will make it harder for us and easier for the Mahdi Army,” the militia run by 
the anti-American cleric Moktada al-Sadr.
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Actually, the agreement changes almost nothing for the Iraqi security forces; they are supposed to have 
been operating under the warrant-based system since 2007. The frequently close relationship between 
the armies can muddle the different operating procedures.

In recent months, many Iraqi officers have learned to take warrants seriously, said Maj. Dex Davis, an 
officer on an American team embedded with the Rusafa Area Command, which oversees operations in 
eastern Baghdad, including Sadr City. 

Iraqi judges have threatened to prosecute officers for detaining on inadequate or false evidence, Major 
Davis  said.  Pressure is  coming from the other  side,  too:  Iraqi  investigators have been attacked in 
assassination attempts by people who had been detained only to be released by judges.

The Iraqis  have become slower  and more  meticulous  just  as the Americans,  accustomed to  quick 
results, are entering the process. 

“The C.F. are going a little fast for the Iraqis,” said Major Davis, referring to the coalition forces. “The 
Iraqis are saying, ‘Why rush this? Let’s get it right the first time so when we get this guy, let’s have 
enough to prosecute him.’ ”

Guidelines have come down from division headquarters throughout December, indicating that there may 
be more breathing room than it originally appeared, calming the concerns of officers like Lieutenant 
Miller.

A warrant is still needed for an arrest, the company was told, but something called a detention order 
could be obtained, sort of a warrant after the fact. This option, which still  requires that evidence be 
presented to a judge within 24 hours, was spoken of with relief by American officers, who worried that 
suspects could escape capture while detective work was being done. 

But Major Davis said that as the Iraqi police gradually took over security operations from the Iraqi Army 
in Sadr City, judges would be likely to grant fewer and fewer detention orders. 
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The security agreement also states that a warrant is not needed to search a house in “cases of actual 
combat  operations,”  or  when  troops are  in  immediate danger,  exceptions  that  could  be interpreted 
broadly.

But  there  is  no  question  that  Company  C’s  freedom to  operate  is  going  to  be  curtailed,  at  least 
somewhat.  With that in mind, the First Battalion has been trying to complete missions, like general 
house-to-house searches, that will soon become far more complicated, if not impossible. 

In mid-December, scouts from the battalion were trying to gather statements for a warrant on a man 
considered a valuable target when they happened upon him by chance. So they did what they had been 
doing freely for nearly six years: they detained him on the spot. 

Capt.  Lloyd  B.  Osafo  of  Company C acknowledged that  an  arrest  like  this  would  probably  not  be 
possible in the new year. But, he said, there is no way to be certain. “Who knows if the Iraqis are going 
to follow all of this to a T?” he asked. “That’s my personal opinion about all this: who knows?”
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‘Firm and Patient’ 
28 December 2008

New York Times
http://www.nytimes.com/2008/12/29/opinion/29mon2.html

President Bush has offered good advice about the off-again-on-again North Korea nuclear deal. The 
United  States,  he  said  recently,  must  remain  “firm and  patient”  as  President-elect  Barack  Obama 
assumes the challenge of separating North Korea from its nuclear program. 

We won’t dwell on the fact that if Mr. Bush had followed that course from the start of his administration, 
North Korea might not be sitting on enough plutonium for six or more nuclear weapons. His prescription 
was good; the administration still isn’t following it. 

Before Mr. Bush spoke, the State Department announced that the United States and its partners would 
halt deliveries of heavy fuel oil because Pyongyang refused to agree, in writing, on a plan for verifying 
its nuclear stockpile and facilities. 

China and Russia insisted that they had not agreed to any such decision. South Korea said it would 
delay  shipping  steel  plates  for  North  Korean  power  stations.  Japan  was  already  reneging  on  its 
commitment to supply fuel aid, and Australia, which had stepped into the breach, announced that it 
would withhold its contribution.

If the shipments stop, North Korea would be within its rights to stop disabling its nuclear facilities at 
Yongbyon  and  resume producing  plutonium for  weapons.  That  would  present  Mr.  Obama with  an 
immediate crisis.

North Korea has a long history of cheating, and robust verification is essential. That includes getting it to 
commit  in  writing  to  allow inspections  of  key facilities,  interviews  with  scientists  and environmental 
sampling. But under the deal, a verification plan was supposed to come later. The timing was pushed 
forward as a condition for taking North Korea off the terrorism list by hard-liners seemingly bent on 
sabotaging the agreement.
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The deal is premised on action-for-action, including that Washington and its allies provide one million 
tons of heavy fuel oil in return for North Korea’s disabling the reactor and fuel production facilities at 
Yongbyon. By one estimate, Pyongyang has completed 85 percent of the disablement while the United 
States and its partners have delivered no more than 60 percent of the fuel oil.

The North Koreans are frustrating, erratic and likely trying to hide nefarious activities. That has always 
been the challenge. There is much less chance of prying away their nuclear program if this deal falls 
apart. 

North Korea missed an opportunity to set a positive tone with the new Obama administration by not 
signing a formal verification plan now. Its leaders may want to deprive Mr. Bush of a last-minute foreign 
policy success or  may be hoping to  force his  successor to  offer  more fuel  or  other  benefits.  They 
shouldn’t count on it.

As  Mr.  Bush  suggested,  Mr.  Obama  must  be  firm  and  patient  as  he  takes  on  the  challenge  of 
persuading Pyongyang to give up its weapons and stop selling nuclear technology and know-how.

He should signal early on that he is sincerely committed to full relations with a nuclear-free Pyongyang 
and include a North Korean official in a Washington event soon after his inauguration. Mr. Obama also 
must leave no doubt that he will push the Security Council to impose dormant sanctions — approved 
after Pyongyang’s 2006 nuclear weapons test — if North Korea walks away from the deal. 
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Swiss Release Man Held in Smuggling Case 
28 December 2008

New York Times
http://www.nytimes.com/2008/12/29/world/europe/29swiss.html#

GENEVA (AP) — A Swiss man suspected of involvement in the world’s biggest nuclear smuggling ring 
has been released from prison after more than four years of investigative detention, his family said 
Sunday.

Urs Tinner, 43, was freed several days ago, his mother, Hedwig Tinner, told The Associated Press by 
telephone from eastern Switzerland.

His brother,  Marco Tinner,  40, remains in detention while prosecutors appeal for  his release to the 
federal criminal court in Bellinzona, she said.

The family’s information was confirmed by an official who spoke on condition of anonymity because of 
confidentiality rules.

The Swiss Supreme Court had rejected previous requests for the release of the Tinner brothers, but told 
investigators in August to consider — “within months” — whether to set them free pending a possible 
trial.

The brothers, along with their father, Friedrich, are suspected of supplying the clandestine network of 
Abdul Qadeer Khan — creator of  Pakistan’s atomic bomb — with technical know-how and equipment 
that was used to make gas centrifuges. Dr. Khan sold the centrifuges to countries with secret nuclear 
weapons programs, including Libya and Iran, before his operation was disrupted in 2003.

Swiss investigators have struggled to piece together a complete picture of the alleged activities of the 
Tinners within the Khan network since their arrest. 
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If the Tinners are formally charged and their case goes to trial in Switzerland, they face up to 10 years in 
prison if found guilty of breaking laws on the export of sensitive goods. Time in pretrial detention would 
count toward any prison sentence.
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