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REGIONAL TRENDS

There were a total of 87 recorded cases of piracy and armed
robbery in Southeast Asia for the year 2006. Qut of that total
figure, 65 cases were actual attacks whilst the remaining 22
were attempted incidences. The 4 quarter of 2006 has
maintained the lowest number of piracy and armed-robbery
activities in Southeast Asia for the last five years. Similar to
the previous quarter, there were 12 cases of actual attacks
being reported during the 4t quarter 2006, /3 lesser compared
to the 4t quarter of 2005. Although the number of attempted

attacks during the 4th quarter of 2006 has risen by more than
3 fold as compared to the 4™ quarter of 2005, where 7 attempted
incidents took place, this figure is still relatively low when
compared to the 4" quarter data over the last five years. Even
though the total number of attacks during the 4t quarter 2006
was slightly higher than that of the 3™ quarter, the overall
number of attacks in the region appears to be trending
downward. (Refer to Figure 1)

FIGURE 1
Regional Trends by Quarters 2001-2006
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TYPES OF ATTACKS

The main type of attacks on ships transiting the sea lanes of
Southeast Asia is shown in Figure 2. Theft and/or robbery
remained the main type of attack being carried out, suggesting
that small scale attacks remained as the main challenge in
dealing with the problem of piracy within the region, and
especially in Indonesia. Out of the 62 actual attacks perpetrated
within Southeast Asia, 41 of such cases involved theft and/or
robbery. Although the 4t quarter in 2006 recorded the lowest
number of attacks when compared to the same quarter over

the last 5 years, and that these kind of attacks are trending
downwards, one should not be too quick in making similar
conclusion for the whole year as the average 3 and 4t quarter
figures over the last 5 years tend to be lower when compared
to figures for the 15t half of each year. Small scale attacks are
the common modus operandi adopted by perpetrators within
the region. These attacks involve smaller boats with outboard
motors that are easy to manoeuver, and the perpetrators are
usually armed with knives or small-arms.

FIGURE 2
Types of Actual Attacks 2006
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