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Quote       :     In Israel, all the public places deploy strict security 
measures to deter terrorists. These terrorists would usually look for 
targets without such security protection. As such, it is important for 
private sectors to have an anti-terrorist awareness, and they should have 
close cooperation with the government - Ilan Mizrahi, former Head of the 
National Security Council of the State of Israel 
 
Contents    : 
   The expert opined that as long as the whereabouts of the escaped Jemaah 
   Islamiyah (JI) detainee Mas Selamat Kastari, remained unknown, he would 
   still be a threat to Singapore's security. As such, the people should 
   step up on their anti-terrorism awareness. 
   The Israeli and local experts agreed that a detained terrorist is like a 
   cockroach that can't be killed. Once it escapes, it becomes even more 
   adaptable than before and would gain the upperhand to strike again. 
   In the face of new terrorist threats, these experts opined that people's 
   anti-terrorist awareness must increase. At the same time, it is 
   important to step up on security measures at public places such as 
   commercial buildings, hotels, restaurants and retail malls so that they 
   don't become targets for such attacks. 
   Ilan Mizrahi, the former Head of the National Security Council of the 
   State of Israel was the main speaker at the seminar "Private Sector 
   Organisations and Terrorism" that was jointly organised by Certis CISCO 
   and NTU's Centre of Excellence for National Security, Rajaratnam School 
   of International Studies yesterday. He presented Israel's situation and 
   recommended how the 40-odd participants, mainly senior management of 
   various commercial enterprises, could assist the government in its 
   anti-terrorist efforts. 
   IIan said during the interview that terrorist groups these days have 
   turned their attention to "soft targets" to execute their suicide-style 
   attacks. Such targets include public places such as commercial 
   buildings, hotels, restaurants and retail malls. Once these places are 
   hit, there would be a huge impact on the private sectors' businesses and 
   the country's economy. 
   He said, "in Israel, all the public places deploy strict security 
   measures to deter terrorists. These terrorists would usually look for 
   targets without such security protection. As such, it is important for 
   private sectors to have anti-terrorist awareness and close cooperation 
   with the government just like those  private enterprises in Israel." 
 
Security at public places should be further enhanced 
However, both Kumar Ramakrishna, Assoc Prof of the Centre of Excellence for 
National Security and Jasbir Singh, Deputy Managing Director of Certis 
CISCO Security Consulting opined that although the public places in 
Singapore have basic security measures, not all the buildings have security 
protection and terrorists might target them because of this structural 
weakness. As such, security measures at these places should be further 
enhanced. 
 
One of the participant from the Monetary Authority of Singapore, Mr Lee 
found the seminar beneficial and said he planned to share what he learnt 
with his staff so that they can all play a part in anti-terrorist efforts. 
He said, "Ensuring strict security at commercial buildings requires the 
cooperation and constant vigilance of both stakeholders and tenants, for 
effective prevention against terrorist attacks." 


