
 

The presidential campaign season officially starts this week. The three running pairs—
Yudhoyono-Boediono, Kalla-Wiranto, and Megawati-Prabowo—have only a few weeks 

to woo voters before the Election Day next July.  
 

With such a tight schedule and with the stakes getting higher, pundits are questioning 
how the involvement of many retired senior military and police officers in the campaign 
trail will influence and shape the electoral process.  

 
The “Star Wars” continues 

 
In addition to the fact that Yudhoyono, Wiranto, and Prabowo themselves are retired 

generals, having once shaped the direction of the country, over 70 retired officers are 
now spread out among the three campaign teams.  

 
In the Megawati-Prabowo camp headed by Maj. Gen. Theo Syafei, Lt. Gen. (ret) M. Jasin, 

former secretary general of the National Resilience Council and a former campaign aide 
to Yudhoyono, is now in charge of mass mobilisation, along with the numerous former 

intelligence, Special Forces, and territorial officers.  
 

Yudhoyono’s intelligence team in the campaign is headed by former TNI Commander-in-
Chief Djoko Suyanto. In addition, several other high-ranking police and military officers, 

including former Police Chief Sutanto and former logistics assistant to the Commander-
in-Chief Abi Kusno, are also assisting his campaign team.  
 

Finally, over a dozen former regional police chiefs are also joining over 30 retired      
generals—dubbed the “Garuda Team”—that are now assisting the Kalla-Wiranto      

campaign team.  
 

With such overt participation, pundits, party officials, and even the retired officers   
themselves, are going out of their way to stress that they will not tinker with the official 

chain of command, or drag the military and police back into politics. 
 

However, and despite assurances from the police and military, it is difficult to deny that 
these “old guards” have their own “edge”, making them a valuable asset. Aside from 

their potential access and connection, the retirees themselves admitted that they have 
the experience and skill when it comes to all sorts of intelligence, territorial, and     

socio-political operations.  
 

 

The Final Saga of the Generals’ War? 
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Follow the money? 

 
However, to simply take at face value that the country is bracing itself for an 

“intelligence war” may be an exaggeration.  
 

For one thing, the official intelligence network is too fractured to leave one group in 
overall control—mainly as a legacy of the Suharto period. For another, and more      

importantly, we need to place the retirees’ involvement in a wider perspective—as a 
piece of the jigsaw puzzle to win the election.  
 

A local source recently told the Indonesia Programme that behind the gung-ho rhetoric, 
one should not forget that the majority of the retirees joining the campaigns were    

relative unknowns but who held “logistical” positions and had strong local networks that 
might provide additional “local coffers”.  

 
These local sources of funds might prove to be crucial if unleashed on the D-day of the 

election—an operation popularly understood as a “dawn raid” or serangan fajar—        
to sway the voters. Indeed, few press reports suggest that there were such operations in 

the legislative election last April, although its precise nature would be difficult to        
substantiate or prove in a court of law.  

 
In this respect, one is reminded that in Indonesian politics, financial capital goes a long 

way. But its strength is not limitless. The campaign teams could not afford to            
continuously spend millions of dollars every week, especially when we consider that the 

legislative election in April had a 6-month-long campaign period.  
 
This is where the recent advent of the retired generals and regional police chiefs and 

their ability to mobilise masses and money on D-Day might well tilt the “centre of    
gravity” in the electoral battle.  

 
Landslide or Total War? 

 
With this in mind, it seems that the upcoming presidential election is not a foregone 

conclusion—despite some pundits telling us otherwise. In fact, precisely when we     
consider the crucial “power of the dollar” that we can understand the political dynamic 

surrounding the final saga between Yudhoyono, Prabowo, and Wiranto—the last     
remnants of the New Order generals.  

 
For the Megawati-Prabowo pair, given that Megawati’s Indonesian Democratic Party for 

Struggle (PDI-P) has been out of power for the past five years, which had drained the 
party’s coffers significantly, a bid for the presidency must be sustained at all costs—

including joining hands with Prabowo with his questionable track record. For Prabowo, 
considering the amount of money he spent thus far, there is no turning back—even if 
that means being “merely” a vice-presidential candidate.  

 
Meanwhile, for Yudhoyono, sources speculate that his team has been working on a “one

-round” strategy; in the legislative election last April the key was their ability to 
“manage” the voters list and the general elections commission. But for the presidential 

campaign, the stakes are higher and the exact same strategy might not be too effective.  
 

If the election were to move into the second-round—which will happen if no pair could 
obtain more than half the vote—the SBY-Boediono team is worried that the rest of their 

rivals will gang up on them. Worse still, some of their financial backers might even     
decide to jump ship. Especially at a time, as one source puts it, when the team’s internal 

poll is showing that Yudhoyono’s numbers are slipping.  
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Finally, the Kalla-Wiranto pair, although being least-favoured to win, has been making 

inroads through Kalla’s ability to silence internal opposition within Golkar and winning 
endorsements from a wide range of groups. If Kalla can ensure that the Golkar political 

machinery—along with the financial endorsements of its members—can be well-oiled 
while Wiranto maximises local funding through his network of former military and police 

officers, their campaign’s “middle-ground” strategy—as opposed to Megawati’s left and 
Yudhoyono’s right—could prove to be formidable.  

 
The twilight of the generals? 
 

Our analysis thus shows that the stakes are high and the retired officers might just be 
the tip of the sword to help sway the voters. But as the previous edition of the Election 

Watch suggested, whether or not this translates into an effective cabinet and government 
in the future remains to be seen.  

 
More importantly however, one should not look at events in Indonesia these days—

including the advent of the retired generals—separately from the bigger picture. Each 
presidential candidate seems to be waging a “total war”—partly because of the stakes 

involved, and partly because this is their last chance since all the candidates are around 
60 years old. So the presidential election could well be a fight to the finish, and may not 

just be a “one-round” affair.  
 

Finally, the upcoming election seems like the final saga for Wiranto, Prabowo, and    
Yudhoyono, as civilian politicians remain in a state of dependency and continue to drag 

the military—including retirees—into politics to compensate for their insecurities. Yet, 
as long as the fundamental transformation of the military’s education and training system 
remains elusive, we will not see the last of the “star wars” amongst the generals in    

Indonesian politics.  
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